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PREFACE 


"HE following gear er chiefly 


tranſlated and/ compiled from a 
German work, now publiſhing in num- 
bers at Berlin, under the authority of the 
preſent king. The memory of Frederic 
the Second, is ſo dear to every ſubject of 
the Pruſſian dominions, that a work 
which profeſſes to collect and record every 
intereſting ſaying and action of that great 
prince, could not fail of being well re- 
ceived, whatever might be the merit or 
demerit of the performance. A fair judge- 
ment of its worth can therefore hardly be 
formed from the rapidity of its fale ; and 
to render it acceptable to a reader in- 

tereſted only by curioſity, it was requiſite 
do give it an entire new dreſs, and to 


a2. make 
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make a ſelection which a cool judgment, 
and not merely an enthuſiaſtic ee 
—_— approve. x [1 
Ho far the preſent ſeletion may den 
firve this approbation, the public have-to 
decide. From living for ſome time upon 
the ſpot where every action, and almoſt 
every word of the late king had its effect, 
and where every individual was perſonally 
intereſted in his conduct, the compiler 
may probably be very unfit, to judge of 
what can be either entertaining or in- 
ſtructive to thoſe of his countrymen, wha 
have not been in that ſituation. He how- 
ever hopes, that his miſcellany may con- 
tain ſome matter tending to throw a nearer 
light upon the character of a prince, who 
bas by ſome, been called the cruel Wem. 
and by others, the father of his people. 
In a country, where neither the eon 
ſtitution, nor the wiſe and amiable cha- 
racter of the monarch, admits of the ſmall» 
eſt idea of tyranny, every deſpotic act of a 
foreign unlimited prince, though autho- 
rized by the eſtabliſhed laws of his do- 
auen! 24 appear to be dictated by 
| ing arbitrary 
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arbitrary or tyrannical motives; *' The ſenſe 
of the natural rights of individuals;-bidſes 
the mind too ſtrongly, to ſuffer it fur a 
moment to conceive” an infringement of 
them, by the ſingle will of one man, to 
be legal. But an exertion of power, 
which in this iſland would be looked upom 
as a moſt flagrant inſtance of oppreſſion, 
might perhaps in Pruſſia, deſerve the ſofter 
name of a beneficent exertion of eos 
thority in a cafe of neceffity.,y oo 14 yh 

The critical circumſtances, in which | 
Frederic II. from the beginning to the 
end of his reign was almoſt conſtantly en- 
gaged, made it neceſſary for him to act 
with an uniform, and inflexible degree of 
ſteadineſs, to enforce the execution of his 
plans by the moſt vigorous means, and to 
prevent to the utmoſt of his power any 
meaſure from miſcarrying, which might 
break the chain of ſucceſsful events, upon 
which the main object of his ambition 
depended; and this ſeems to have been, to 
fee himſelf the uncontrouled and unmos 
leſted monarch of a flouriſhing, powerful, 
| * ſtate. No part of his reign 

3 . therefore, 
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therefore, was inactive or dull. The moſt. 
tranquil times of peace, teemed with new 
projects, for the accompliſhment of what 
be thought the welfare of his dominions ꝝ 
and however rigorous his meaſures might 
at firſt ſeem, and however individuale 
might ſuffer by their execution, if he was 
perſuaded that they in the end would tend - 
to the promotion of the general good of 
the ſtate, no conſideration Fouls As 
make his reſolution... nuss: 
When the unlimited power of a mo- 
parch,, directed by wiſdom, * juſtice,” and 
bumanity, is uniformly exerted. to this 


great end, it perhaps conſtitutes. that form 
of government, under which men Who 


have learned to facrifice their private feel- 

ings as individuals, to what their reaſon 
£onvinces. them it is right to ſuffer as 
citizens of a great tate, may enjoy more 
Political happineſs, than- under any other 
mode of government whatſoever :, | they 
may then imagine themſelves members. of 
a large family, directed by a wiſe and Kind 
patriarch, whoſe authority, they are certain, 
Will never be exerted but to promote their 
happineſs, 
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happineſs; mildly to correct their failiogs;. 
or generouſly to reward. their merits. But. 
the minds of moſt men are ſo perverſe, 
that they will not be | compelled, tor, do 
what is evidently for their own. advantage. 
they are as jealous of the liberty of injur- 
ing themſelves at their own. es as 
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A particular friend of inihe travelled done cron 
the country near Leipzig, in Saxony; © part of Gera 
many where the peaſantry are leſt dependunt upon the 
nobility, than in many other parts, As be Was un- 
ncquainted with the country, he took along with him 
a peaſant from one of the villages as a guide. Thie man 
ſeemed to have a good ſhare of plain common ſenſez 
and the gentleman entered into converſation with him 
upon various ſubjects; and among others aſked him; 
how it happened that in the neighbourtiood of ſo rich 
a town as Leipzig, and in fo fruitful a country, the 
villages had ſo very poor and mean an appearati6e? 
* Why, Sir,” replied the peaſantg I can tell yuu 
exactly how this happens. We are here our owa 
maſters, and that js our misfortune, When our young 
folks get a little down upon their chins; they begin to 
think themſelves men, and forſooth they muſt needs 
marry, before they know how to manage a farm; of 
to look after their bufineſs z and the git} underſtands 
nothing of - houſe-keepihg' neither; has preſently 2 
parcel of children, and every thing goes at fixes and 
levens, and fo they are ſoon tuined; and ean nevef 
a 4 lift 
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mu PREFACE. 
of their moſt valuable rights; and to con- 
troul their caprice, is to wound them in 
one of the moſt tender parts. Wherever 
therefore we ſee power, we may naturally 
expect to hear complaints, and from theſe 
we ought by no means, without ſtrict ex- 
amination to conclude, that ſuch power 
has been improperly exerciſed. | 
The various conſtitutions of the dif- 
fatent and ſcattered countries, which form 
the, Pruflian deines, dr rather the 


lift. up Their heads afrerwards, 2 Ther. is 8 

à great misfortune,” replied the gentleman. Now 
Lam acquainted with ſome villages in Upper Lufatia, 
where matters are managed in a different manner, and 
it ſeems it would be well for you, if you were under 


the ſame regulations. The peaſants there, are the 


property of their lord, and he takes care that they are 
not ruined by any ſuch inconſiderate . marriages. 


When a: young fellow. is fit to be married, and under- 


ſands his. buſineſs well, his lord looks out for ſome 


clever wench for him, or perhaps leaves him to his 
choice, if a proper one; they are married, all things 
on well, and the peafants get rich and comfortable.” 
Lord in heaven defend us from any ſuch tyranny,” 


cried the peaſant, : are we not to have our own Choice 


in a wife? That we will Sir, and though, we are all 
ruined by it. 


| practice -- 
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practice and power of former princes; had 
placed in the hands of the monarch a very 
unlimited authority. The nobles indeed 
had, or ought to have had, in many parts 
of his dominions, ſome controul over the 
royal prerogative. But we do not find, 
excepting in a ſew inſtances of a local and 
trivial nature, that the orders of the late 
king ever met with oppoſition from this 
large and powerful body, the only. bul- 
wark againſt the torrent of defpotiſm, 
whoſe numbers, had they been, united in 
any common plan, might have enabled 
them, not only to have defended their 
own rights, but to have extended them, 
by breaking in upon the authority of the 
king. But neither the employment given | 
them by conſtant wars, the want, of pe- 
_ cuniary . reſources, nor fear, operated ſo 
; powerfully to enfure their obedience, as 
the opinion they had of the wiſdom and 
patriotiſm of their monarch; ſo that if 
ever in a northern climate, and over an 
enlightened nation, a king exerciſed an 
unbounded and undiſputed ſway, it was 
| Frederic the Second. 


Whoever 
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Whoever is converſant with German 
writers, will find much ſaid about Ger- 
man liberty, and with a degree of enthuſtaſm, 
which; one ſhould imagine, nothing but 
its benign effects could inſpire. But whos 
ever travels into Germany with Engliſh 


ideas of this jewel, who does not expect 


to find liberty in its pure and natural ſtate, 
but hopes to ſee it as modified and curbed 
by the regulations of civilized ſocietyj; 
may perhaps in moſt parts, be totally diſ- 
appointed. In ſome of the many ſove- 
reignties' of the large tract of country, 
which goes by the common name of Ger- 
many, he will think the expreſſion means 
(if it means any thing) the ſiberty of the 


prince to do with his ſubjects what he 


pleaſes; to ſell them as ſoldiers to a fo- 
gs pony? or to heap taxes _ 


. This is not an ideal evil. In a certain ali of | 
eee one might imagine one's ſelf in a country 
inhabited by amazons. The villages are crowded 
with women, they till the fields,” and do almoſt every 


work commonly ſuppoſed to be the provinee of men. 


Before the peace of Patis, the evil was ſtill greater 
than at preſent, 
them 
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them, almoſt above their abilities to bear, 
in order to ſupport an inclegant extra- 
vagance. In other ſtates, he will perhaps 
imagine, that it ſigniſies, a degree of 
liberty enjoyed by the nobles; and exer- 
eiſed upon a lower order of beings, called 
citizens and peaſants; a kind of liberty 
leſs injurious to the ſtate than the former; 
45 a mild exerciſe of it is neceſſary to the 
| fupport of thoſe, in whoſe' hands" it is 
lodged. In a few free Imperial cities, he 
will indeed find individuals enjoy a degree 
of conſequence and freedom, which has 
raifed Hamburg, Lübeck, Frankfurt on 
the Main, Augſburg, and Nürnburg, to a 
ſtate of opulence which neither the ſſtua . 
tion of the towns, nor the number of their 
inhabitants would otherwiſe have entitled 
them to. But in moſt of the reſt, factious 
magiſtrates, or powerful neighbours, will 
be found to have gone a great way towards 
rendering their liberty merely nominal; 
and only in a few villages in Thuringia, and 
fome other parts of the country, he 

meet with an inconſiderable claſs o 'peaple, 
e " called 
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called free peaſants of the empire de 
Reichſbauern) who are tributary to no 
lord, and whom their ſmall number, and 
their impotence, protects from the notice, 
or the rapacity of the neighbouring princes. 
In aſſerting the unlimited power exer- 
ciſed by the Pruſſian monarch, I was na- 
turally obliged to anſwer an objection, 
which might have ariſen from the frequent 
uſe of the word German liberty, the true 
meaning of which is, I believe, often 
miſtaken by the writers of that country. 
GERMAN LIBERTY, is'a term merely 
relating to the inherent and unalienable 
rights and privileges of the conſtituent 
members or ſtates 'of the empire, in op- 
poſition to the power and prerogative of 
the emperor. Every ſtate of the empire 
from the pooreſt count, to the moſt power- 
ful elector, is united in this one common in- 
tereſt, and the diet at Regenſburg / Ratiſ- 
bon ) compoſed of the deputies of all the 
ſtates, may be looked INE as the ues 
Gian of their rights. 5 
The ſupreme Aulic council at el, 


ought to be equally attentive to their pre- 
ſervation, 
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ſervation, but as the authority of its mem- 
bers depends upon, and dies with the 
reigning emperor, its deciſions cannot bo 
ſuppoſed to be entirely free from bias to 
the other ſide, and the character in Which 
it ĩs moſt conſpicuous, is that of the ſu- 
preme court of appeal from N other 
authority in the empire. mee. 
It was a wiſe ſtroke of ere in Fre- 
8 II; to give new vigour and ſupport 
to this liberty, by inſtituting the ſo called 
Fæderal Convention; by which he united 
the greateſt number of the ſtates, under 
the common obligation of ſupporting the 
independence of each other. He thereby 
accompliſhed two important ends; he ſe- 
cured a permanent oppoſition to the am- 
bition of emperors, and by providing an 
effectual bar againſt the eneroachment of 
ſingle ſtates upon one another, he pre- 
vented any one of them from increaſing 


their power to a formidable degree. 
The only circumſtance favourable to 
private liberty in this unwieldy ſyſtem, 
will appear to be the right of the meaneſt 
individual, to arraign his lord in the ſu- 

preme 
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preme Aulic council. Perhaps, in no in- 
ſtance, has theory and practice been found 
fo widely to differ as in this. The regus 
lations of this court, render the ſuits car- 
ried on in it neceffarily more dilatory, 
more expenſive, and more vexatious, than 
cun be poſſibly conceived, even by a man 
ever fo much diſguſted by a tedious Iitigi. 
tion in any of our courts. If this is the 
cafe when the parties are of equal influence 
and rank, it may eaſily be imagined, with 
what ſueceſs juſtice may contend” with 
eder power oo otlerinl 
But without entering into any ſpecu- 
lative reaſoning upon the ſabjeR, a ſhort 
ſtay in the country will convihce any man 
of common obſervation, that in every part 
of Germany, the happinefs of the ſubject 
depends upon the diſpofition of the prince. 
When Frederic II. mounted the throne, 
his dominions were no better cultivated, 
and perhaps more thinly inhabited, that 
any other part of Germany. Soon after 
his aceeſſion he conquered'Silefia, a country 
then labouring under every ſpecies of op- 
preſſiom that an ill managed government 
_— | could 
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could inflict, and notwithſtanding. its in- 
numerable natural e, poor, de- 
and waſte. + „obi ol 
At his death, he lelt bis German and 
Pruſſian dominions the moſt flouriſhing, 
the beſt cultivated and inhabited of any 
other part of Germany, and Sileſia, in its 
preſent ſtate, preſents to the traveller an ap- 
2 of wealth, of cultivation, and of 
populouſneſs unequalled in any country 
eaſt, of the Maeſe; ſo that taking all his 
dominions together, the number of their 
inhabitants is not computed too high, if 
it is ſaid to have increaſed. by n. 
fince he aſcended the throne. | 
+ Tf TYRANNY can . effe@ts, 
the. meaning of. that word is in. general 
ſtrangely miſconeeived. That they wers 
produced by violent exertions of arbitrary 
power is certain, and that individuals often 
ſelt thewſclves hurt, and oppreſſed, is no 
leſs ſo. Every intereſt that ſtood in the way 
of the general gaod, was forcibly removed, 
and the deareſt rights of private perſons were 
frequently trampled upon, to pave the road 
ä Fre ſome regulation, generally beneficent..., 
There 


There were three claſſes of people upon 
whom the inconveniences of theſe regula» 
tions lay uncommonly heavy, and who 


therefore would be more inclined to brand 
him with the name of a tyrant, than any 

other. Theſe were travellers, dealers in 
foreign commodities, and monied men. 
who chiefly conſumed them. 

To defray the great expences tn 
to the carrying on of long and deſtructive; 
wars, to the maintaining an immenſe 
ſtanding army in times of peace, to the 
ſettling of new colonies, to the aſſiſting 
of diſtreſſed ſubjects, and to the providing 
for an expenſive civil eſtabliſhment ; the 
moſt rigid economy, and the moſt ef- 
fectual and productive ſchemes of finance 
were neceſſary. It was an eſtabliſhed 
maxim with F rederic II. to burthen with 

as few impoſts as poſſible the neceſſaries 
of life ®, and to lay the heavieſt load upon, 
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ceffaries of life are taxed highly, becauſe a rich people 
can afford to pay for them. Articles of commerce 


paſs free, becauſe the town is to n and to grow: 
rich by trade $. 1 8 E 
. its 
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its luxuries. The produce therefore of 
the taxes upon land and houſes was com- 
paratively ſmall, and the chief revenue 
aroſe from the duties of cuſtoms and ex- 
ciſe. In an open country, acceſſible in 
every part of its frontier, theſe duties 
might be cafily evaded; and a door was 
every where open to ſmuggling, which 
without the moſt rigid and watchful at- 
tention, could not be prevented. This 
made it neceſſary to keep up an army of 

exciſe officers, known in that country by 

the deteſted name of the Regie, who over- 
run the country like a ſwarm of locuſts, 
and harraſſed the traveller intolerably *. 
As it was ſuppoſed that the natives, who 
were connected with one another by many 
endearing ties, might be too indulgent in 
executing the revenue laws, the directors 
of the regie took into their pay a ſet of 
French vagabonds, who having no intereſt 
to keep up their national character of po- 


* This inconvenience muſt be ſuffered in every 
part of Germany; but in the Pruſſian dominions it 
Vas under the late reign a moſt horrid nuĩſance. 


b liteneſs, 
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liteneſs, commonly uſed their petty autho- 
rity with the utmoſt degree of inſolencę 
and ſeverity. At entering or leaving any 
town above the rank of a village, theſe 
peſtiferous animals fell upon the traveller, 
and either detained him by a tedious and 
vexatious ſearch of his baggage, by which 
a great part of it might eaſily be ſpoiled; 
or obliged him to pay for a free paſſage by 
a bribe, the frequent repetition of which 
in a long journey, might amount to a 
conſiderable. ſum. The king, who was 
well known to direct every ſpring of go- 
vernment, and to enquire into the execu- 
tion of every one of his orders himſelf; 
had to bear all the curſes occaſioned by 
the inconveniences ariſing from this regu- 
lation; though in fact, he was as little to 
blame for the inſolence of his officers, as 
the king of England, on account of the 
ill- conduct of any Engliſh officers of re- 

venue. 
Merchants were not a little incom- 
moded by the regie, but a more impor- 
tant inconvenience to them were the ex- 
ceſſive duties 1 foreign goods, almoſt 
6 | amounting 
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amounting to a prohibition. When Fre- 
deric II. mounted the throne, the manu- 
factories of the country ſupplied hardly 
any thing but the moſt neceſſary articles 
of life, and even theſe in a very imperfe&t 
degree. Moſt of the gratifications of eaſe 
and luxury were imported from abroad. 
But notwithſtanding the flouriſhing fitua- 
tion to which he during his reign raiſed 
almoſt every manufacture, there were ſtill 
many articles, which eithet nature had de- 
nied the country, or the — of 
which was ſtill in its infancy. 

In the ſyſtem of German commerce, 
the great fairs held in different parts of 
the country at ſtated times, form-a very 
capital feature. Francfurt on the Maine, 
Leipzig, and ſome other towns, may be 
looked upon, during their fairs, as the 
general exchanges of the whole country. 
Commercial people of every denomination 
flock thither, every bargain of any im- 
portance is made there, every account 
ſettled, and every dividend paid. By means 
of its fair, Leipzig, an inland town, with 
out any manufactures of their own, with 
out a navigable river, and even without 


b 2 good 
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good roads to make it eaſy of acceſs, has 
tiſen to a very great degree of conſequence 
and. opulence, and the advantages accruing 

from it are diffuſed throughout Saxony. 
At Francfurt on the Oder, and at 
Breſlau in Sileſia, are ſimilar fairs, which 
were formerly reſorted to by the merchants 
of all the neighbouring countries, who 
there ſupplied themſelves with every ar- 
ticle of inland and foreign produce which 
they wanted. But by the heavy impoſts 
upon every foreign manufacture, the fairs 
at theſe places dwindled away into markets 
for hardly any thing but the produce of 
the country, and furniſhed foreign com- 
modities merely to the natives, at an enor- 
mous price; and inſtead of their being 
the entrepòts from which all the neigh- 
bouring countries were ſupplied with 
foreign goods, the ſtream of commerce 
found other . and enriched other 
towns. 105 
This . not but be e felt, 
both by foreign merchants, and by the 
monied men. The former might certainly 
charge the duties upon their goods, though 
they 
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they by that means diminiſhed'the number 
of their cuſtomers, but the latter had no 
redreſs ; they were obliged to pay dear 
for what they enjoyed, and at the ſame 
time it was a conſtant ſource of vexation 
to them, being continually embroiled with 

the-vermin of the regie. | 
Had it been poſſible, or had the king 
been inclined to find out a means by 
which his dominions might not be drained 
of ſpecie, and yet commerce not cramped 
by duties which almoſt prevented every 
intercourſe with foreigners, it might per- 
haps have been better for his ſtates. But 
the prineiple of the meaſure was fo well⸗ 
grounded, that it did not much ſtint the 
growth of that proſperity which marks 
almoſt every ſpot under Pruffian ir- 
ment. 7 
The. wes that the government of P re- 
deric the Second was tyrannical, is ſo 
prevalent, even among ſome claſſes of the 
ſubjects of his dominions, that I may 
hope to be pardoned for having dwelt fo 
long upon that ſubje&. The miſcellany 
now betore the reader, will cnable him to 
form 
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fotm ſorme Jae of bis perſonal cha. 
racter. i | Da in! 
I cannot help noticing a miſtake which 
ſeems to have crept into almoſt every 
Engliſh work, in which the late king of 
Pruſſia is mentioned. He ſeems to be 
univerſally called in this country, FRE- 
' DERIC #he Third: Whoever reads the 
Pruſſian hiſtory will find, that the grand- 
father of the late king was FrepeRIC 
\ tbe Fi; his father FxzDerrC WILLIAM 
the Firſt. Then followed Fxtperrc he 
Second; and the preſent king, the nephew 
of the former, is FREDERIC WILLIAM 
#be Second. All the ſtate papers of the 
late king ſtile him, either ſimply Fxte- 
RIC, or Fx RED ERIC he Second. © 
The public is at preſent ſo ae in 
1  _ the habit of bearing with perſons afflicted 
| with the biographical cacotthes, and eſpe- 
«1. cially with publiſhers of anecdotes and 
4 Confidential letters, that I may perhaps 
1 hope for an extenſion of the like indul= 
gence to me. If the contents of the fol- 
lowing ſheets operate as a ſoporific, I 
mall fatter myſelf. that it is partiy be- 
8 cauſe 
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rouſed, at ſeeing the fair character of a, 
worthy man torn to pieces by an uncandid, 
a ſilly, or a ſtupid friend of the deceaſed. 
Humble authenticity is all the merit I 
could wiſh to claim; to have informed 
or entertained a man of ſenſe, all the 
reward I ought to covet. | 
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„% LDRED ERIC the Second was rather 
I under the common fize.” In his 
younger years his figure and deportment 

were elegant and graceful; . His counte- 
nance was full of fire and expreffion, his 
eyes were large, blue, and extremely lively 


* 


4 


But many years before he died, age and 
fatigues had bent his body forward, and OM 
his head leaned towards his right ſide. 


- * Thoſe parts of the character of Frederic II. en- 
cloſed in inverted commas () are extracted from 
the firſt pages of the firſt volume ef the »Gernhan 
Anecdotes.” As theſe were compiled by a Gentleman 
of very reſpectable authority, I have in the text get 
bis opinion, though differing from my o. . 
SIDULT _ 83 But 
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But as long as he lived, his features re- 
tained ſo ſtrongly marked a character, that 
molt of his numerous portraits are ſome- 
thing like him ; but there are few that 
well expreſs the fire and energy of ſoul 
that enlivened every feature of his face,* 
upon which the various affections and 
paſſions which actuated his mind, were 
very ſtrongly depicted.” 

His voice in converſation was exceed- 
ingly melodious, and when he com- 


Among the beſt prints that have been publiſhed 
of the king of Pruſſia, thoſe of Chodowiecki have the 
| undoubted preference ; and of all Chodowiecki's, the 
nn; print repreſenting him on horſeback at the head of 
18k feveral of his generals, (among whom the portraits of - 
16 his preſent Majeſty, of general Ramin, and general 
1.3 Ziethen, are uncommon likeneſles) reviewing a regi- 
1 | ment, drawn up in the back ground. This print has 
| been copied and publiſhed in England, by which the 


| likeneſs has Joſt ſomething, but it ſtill retains a very 
= Ariking reſemblance. = 
1 | '4 I muſt beg leave herein to differ from my author. 


To me he ſeemed to ſpeak very faſt, very indiſtinctly, 
and ſo much through the noſe, that much attention 
was neceſſary to underſtand him; and in this opinion 
I am confirmed by a Sileſian nobleman who has fre- 
quently converſed with him. * | 

| manded 


. 1 „ I.-Y 


or irrelevant, 
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manded his army, he could be heard in 


the field at a great diſtance very diſtinaly, 


He. ſpoke much, and with great flueticy. 
The ſucceſſion of his ideas was rapid, and 
he was never at a loſs for proper and well 


adapted expreſſions.” 


He poſſeſſed in an uticommon i degree 
the talent of quick repartee; and his an- 
ſwers to his friends were always pertinent, 
witty, or contained a well turned compli- 
ment.* He is well known not to have 
been very partial to the fair ſex z but in 
the company of ladies, who in his opi- 
nion poſſeſſed talents and good ſenſe, he 
was lively, polite, and entertaining.“ There 
were a few ladies who poſſeſſed his friend- 
ſhip in a high degree, eſpecially Madame 
de Camas, who was about ten years older 
than himſelf. His letters to this lady, 
which have been publiſhed in F rench, are 


* Nothing could put the king more out of humour, 
than when a queſtion he aſked met with an embarraſſed 


filence, eſpecially if it was put to an officer. But if 


he received for anſwer, I don't know,“ he loſt all 
temper, and would rather put up with ſomething pert, 


B 2 written 
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written with an uncommon warmth of 
affection and reſpect. 

* In the beginning of his reign, his dreſs 
was remarkably neat and elegant, and on 
court days, and occafions of particular 
ceremony, rich and ſplendid. But after 
the ſecond Sileſian war, he became more 
negligent in this reſpect. He then in 
general wore a plain blue uniform ; and 
on particular court days, an uniform of blue 
velvet embroidered with ſilver.“ 

« His hair was always careleſsly dreſſed, 
and unequally powdered. This operation 
he performed himſelf as ſoon as he roſe 
from his bed. His whole dreſs was 
compleated in ten minutes without any 

aſſiſtance. 


The laſt time I ſaw him, at a review, he 
wore a plain blue coat, quite threadbare, - the front 
- covered with Spaniſh ſnuff, His hat was very greaſy, 

had loſt one corner by a bullet, and had two 3 in 
one ſide. | 
+ It is a fact of leſs importance than authenticity, 
that in the laſt years of his life he wore a wig. Likewiſe 
that he often laid himſelf into his bed in his * and 
hat, without even pulling off his cat. 


| - 
9 His 
* N 
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« His conſtitution was by no means 
naturally ſtrong, but by a regular diet and 
much exerciſe, he brought himſelf to 
bear the greateſt fatigues without much 
detriment to his health.” 

« Frederic's private company was always 
ſelect, and conſiſted of men of wit and 
learning. In this circle of friends he 
wiſhed entirely to unbend his mind, and 
putting off the monarch to introduce a a 
perfect equality, and freedom of conver- 
fation. None underſtood the art of keep- 
ing up a lively and intereſting converſation 
better than himſelf ; and he even allowed 
others (contrary to the maxim in general 
eſtabliſhed among princes) the privilege of 
being witty, as well as himſelf.” © 

He may be ſaid to have had favourites; 
but if this term is confined to ſuch per- 
ſons as poſſeſs the friendſhip of their 
prince in a degree that influences the 
actions of their government, Frederic had 
none, He had, what few monarchs can 
boaſt, intimate friends, But, of all the 
perſons whom he admitted to any degree 
of intimacy, General Count Rothenburg 

B 3 had 
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had the honour of poſſeſſing his fulleſt 
confidence, and warmeſt affection; and as 
long as the General lived, they ſeemed to 
be inſeparable.* 

All the ſcenes of human miſery and 


| diſtreſs to which Frederic the Second had 


been witneſs in the courſe of a life of con- 
tinual war and bloodſhed, had not rendered 
his heart callous and unfeeling, His 
annual tour through his dominions, was 
looked for by the injured and oppreſſed 
among his ſubjects as the period of their 


relief; and wherever he found miſery, he 
| ſeldom ſtopped to enquire whether it were 


occaſioned by guilt, but he haſtened to 
avenge and relieve it. 

The aſtoniſhing exploits of Frederic the 
Second, prove him the greateſt general of 
his time. Throughout the courſe of his 
wars, he owed leſs to lucky circumſtances 
and to fortunate conjunctures, and more 


to his own ſkill and bravery, than per- 


haps any general in hiſtory, who has 


This will evidently appear from the great grief 
he felt at the death of his friend, of which mention 
will be made in the courſe of the volume. 


gained 
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gained an equal number of victories. 
With an army raiſed in his own ſmall do- 
minions, he fought at once and conquered 
Swedes, Ruſſians, Poles, Saxons, Auſtrians, 
the army of the Empire, and the French, 
with no ally but the Engliſh, who from 
the nature of circumſtances, could afford 
him little or no aſſiſtance in his own do- 
minions, where he had to bear the fierceſt 
attack. To an uncommon ſkill in ma- 
nœuvre, he joined perſonal bravery,* un- 
daunted by any danger ; but his courage 
was cool and deliberate. In the midſt of 


the noiſe and tumult of battle, he was 


calm, he directed every attack, he always 
kept ſight of his main plan, and obſerved 
every advantageous circumſtance. 

The indefatigable attention of the king 
of Pruſſia to buſineſs, the unremitting ar- 


* It is commonly ſaid, that in the furſt battle in which 
Frederic II. commanded, he was ſo overpowered by 
fear, that he quitted the field, and fairly ran away. 
One of his generals is faid to have rode after him with 
the news of victory; upon which he returned, joined 
in the purſuit, and never afterwards betrayed the leaſt 
ſigns of cowardice. But I could never find any au- 


thentic account of this anecdote.. 
B 4 | dour 
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dour with which he purſued the plans he 
had formed, and the uniformly continued 
exertion of his powers, during a reign. of 
forty-ſix years, is one of the moſt ſtriking 
features in his character. During this 
long period, neither pleaſure nor fatigue, 
neither ſucceſs nor diſappointment, could 
induce him for a ſingle day to remit his 
—_— to the great e he had in 
view.“ 

The hiſtory of mankind teaches, that 
ambition has been a chief ingredient in 
the character of every warrior. But we 
commonly find, that a courſe of carnage 
and victory, has ended in the total ruin 
and devaſtation of the countries conquered, 
in the miſery of thouſands of their inha- 
bitants, or in the flavery of the native 
country of the hero. The ambition of 
Frederic was more exerted in defending 
the ſubjects he had already, and making 
them happy, than in increaſing his do- 
minions; and he was, with equal glory, 
the champion and the father of his 
24 | 


Frederig 
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Frederic united qualities ſeldom found 
in the ſame mind. His fiery genius, to 
which nothing ſeemed too difficult to ac- 
compliſh, or too great to comprehend, 
could deſcend to the moſt minute details, 
and ſubmit to the confinement. and cloſe 
application of the man of buſineſs. There 
are many who wiſh mankind to believe, 
that their want of memory in trifles, pro- 
ceeds from the ſublimity of their powers 
in affairs of conſequence. But the king 
of Pruſſia poſſeſſed a memory capable of 
retaining the moſt trifling occurrences 
equally with events of conſequence. He 
knew ſoldiers at firſt fight, who had ſerved 
in his regiment forty years before, when 
prince of Pruſſia.“ At his reviews, he 
frequently aſtoniſhed his officers by re- 
membering and enquiring after private 
ſoldiers he had taken notice of many years 
before.” Had he once formed an opinion 
of the character of any one, unleſs it was 
favourable, he never promoted him, thou gh 


* Inſtances of his extraordinary memory will occur 
in the following anecdotes, 


the 
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the application were made at ever fo great 
a diſtance of time. 

elt was natural for a man of the king“ $ 
activity and indefatigable diligence, to ex- 
pect the ſame exertions from every one he 
employed, and thoſe who executed his 
commands with alacrity and fidelity, found 
in him a kind and indulgent maſter. At 
the ſame time he generally formed a right 
judgment of what he might reaſonably ex- 
pect from theabilities of his ſervants, and he þ 
was never obſtinate * or inconſiſtent in his 


commands.” s 
The 


* To ſay that the king of Pruſſia was never ob/tinate 
in his commands, (as my author is of opinion) would 
be placing him above the rank of human beings. It 
is improbable that the beſt of kings ſhould always re- 
member that though his will were abſolute, his judg- 

ment might be miſtaken. A degree of obſtinacy was, 
perhaps, rather inherent in the character of Frederic 
the ſecond. The buſineſs of Arnold the miller, of 
which an account will be given in the courſe of this 
miſcellany, is a dreadful proof that he could be ob- 
ſtinate as well as miſtaken. I ſhall beg leave to inſert, 
perhaps out of their place, two anecdotes, of tbe firſt 
of which I was an eye witneſs; the other I had fre- 


Os | in Sileha ; but deliver it now upon the 
authority 
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The encouragement Frederic gave to 


arts and ſciences was not only liberal, but 
ſplendid. 


authority of a gentleman well acquainted with the 
circumſtance. | 
The fortreſs of Silberberg, ſituated upon the ridge 
of mountains which ſeparate Sileſia from Bohemia, 
was always a favourite of the king, and he reſolved to 
render this naturally ſtrong place impregnable. I have 
been told by ſkilful engineers in the Pruſſian ſervice, 
that its ſituation is ſuch as to render it of little or no 
uſe, as the paſs it is intended to command, is too near 
- the works, and too low to be much moleſted by its 
guns. However, the monarch perſiſted in his reſo» 
lution, and expended immenſe ſums and labour upon 
the place, About the year 1781, the governor, M. von 
Haas, a ſkilful engineer, was ordered to cut a moat 
of about ten fathom wide and proportionably deep, 
round a fort, erected upon a ſolid rock with a view to 
bring a battery to bear upon the paſs. He ordered 
this work to be completed by the time of his annual 
reviews in 782. It was repreſented that it was im- 
poſſible, but he thought otherwiſe. I happened to be 
at Silberberg when the king arrived, and was cloſe to 
his carriage, As ſoon as he alighted, the governor 
preſented himſelf to his Majeſty, and a converſation - 
enſued, which was almoſt verbally the following: 
KinG. Haas, have you finiſhed your work, are all the 
fortifications complete? Haas. Indeed, Sire, they 
could not be finiſhed, KING. So! Is the moat com- 
pleated, Haas, Your Majeſty will ſee that it was 
4 impoſſible. 
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ſplendid. * Men of learning, and artiſts of 

merit, did not merely live upon his ſmiles 
| and 


impoſlible. Kino. 4rreft him immediately. —(A ſubal- 


tern ſtood a few yards off; the king aſked who he 


was. His name was mentioned, and he called him.) 
Take off his fword and give it me. The governor's . 
ſword was then given to the king, who threw it into 
the carriage, and mounted his horſe immediately. 
The governor remained in arreſt (I think) two months, 
but being an officer of merit, he was ſuffered to keep 
his poſt ; but an inſpector-general was appointed, who 
had the ſupreme direction under the king of all Sileſian 


fortreſſes. I was afterwards informed by an officer of 


rank, that it was the opinion of the inſpeQtor-general, 
that . the work .could not have been tern. in the 
time allowed. 

I will only add, that Silberberg has this uſe, that 
with Glatz and Schweidniz it helps to form a line of 
ſtrong holds from the Bohemian fide, which would 
harraſs an army entering from that quarter exceedingly. 

The export of ſalt from Sileſia to Poland had been 
always very conſiderable, and the revenue ariſing from 
it was of ſome importance, It was the cuſtom of the 
Poliſh merchants to find their own caſks, which were 
gauged by the Pruſſian falt-officers, and they were 
then at liberty to ram down as much falt into them 
as they poſſibly could. The king, who enquired into 
the minutiæ of every thing, thought proper to make 
an alteration in this mode of proceeding, and ordered 


the * employed in the ſalt- works to meaſure the 


falt 
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and approbation, but his treaſury gave 


them more ſubſtantial ſupport. Merit, 
wherever he found it, was not ſuffered to 
ſtruggle with poverty, or to pine in ob- 
ſcurity; and though the many demands 
upon his finances did not ſuffer him to 
give to all abundantly, he took care that 
no man of genius. ſhould wart. $3 

It is not difficult to account for the great 
preference he gave to the French language 
and literature, above thatof his own country: 
At the time, in which he chiefly applied 
to the acquirement of literary knowledge, 


falt to the Poles, and make them pay the price and the 
duty accordingly. This the merchants thought a 
hardſhip, and the greateſt part of them left the market, 
and bought their ſalt elſewhere., As the Poles had 
been the chief exporters of this article, the ſalt revenue 
felt the loſs very ſeverely. A ſtatement was therefore 
made out, in which clearly appeared the difference 
between the former and the preſent receipts. It was 
preſented to the king, be read it, threw it over his 


ſhoulder, and ſaid * Es mag bleiben. It ſhall. remain 


as it is. 
Theſe are two ſtrong inſtances from a great number, 
in which the king, in ſpite of argument or remon- 


. perſiſted jn hs fit meaſures, © 7 30-6 
(which 
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| (which was before his father's death, and 
in the firſt years of his reign) the German 
language lay totally neglected, and it was 
thought a mark of great barbariſm in an 
author to write any work of literary con- 
ſequence in his mother tongue. Latin 
ſeemed the only language fit to convey 
German ideas. German poetry was ſtill 
in its infancy; its language was rough, 
uncultivated, and loaded with innumera- 
ble fooliſh and unnatural conceits. God- 
ſched was the firſt who attempted a re- 
form ; and though his poems were very 
little ſuperior io thoſe of his predeceſſors, 
he may be looked upon as having laid the 
foundation of the preſent improvement of 
German poetry. French was then the 
language of the court, and the young 
king naturally acquired a taſte for the 
works of the elegant French writers of 
that, and the former periods; which was 
by time eſtabliſhed into a rooted preju- 
dice, and almoſt an averſion to German 
literature. Some few years' before his 


death, he wrote a ſmall book upon the 
ſubject, 
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ſubject, “ which proves that he was totally 
unacquainted with the more modern poets _ 
and other authors of Germany, and had 
read little or nothing cf their works for 
the ſpace of forty years. He decides 
therefore peremptorily ; and like a mo- 
narch, declares the whole German lan- 
guage to be barbarous, and ſuited to the 
unpoliſhed ſtrains of their. bards; and all 
the remonſtrances of his friend and miniſ- 
ter Hertzberg, could not induce him to 
ſoften his deciſion, 

But, notwithſtanding kia meafonad . par- 
tiality for French literature, he encou- 
raged Germans who poſſeſſed ſkill or 
learning, by giving them appointments and 
penſions, though be did not read or ad- 
mire their works. * 


* In this a he informs us, that the poetry of 
1 is, to uſe his own words, „ abominable 

« jargon.” Perhaps he had this information from 
Voltaire. After the publication of chis work, he 
altered his opinion a little in favour of the German 
language, upon reading a tranſlation of Ls 5 Officia, 
by profeſſor Garve, | | 


M uſic, 


thentic upon the ſubjeR, 
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Muſic®, painting and architecture, found 
in him a munificent patron, and in theſs 
arts his countrymen enjoyed an equal ſhare 


of his approbation with foreigners. The 
ſtreets of Berlin and Potſdam, and the 


magnificent palaces he erected, will remain 
- indelible proofs of his good taſte in defign 


and architecture; and the collection of 
paintings at Potſdam and Sans-Souci, ſhow 
the knowledge he had of the excellent and 
beautiful-in this art, as they are all of his 
own choice, in which he was not guided 
by the name of the painter, but . by the 
merit of the picture. 

The great partiality of Frederic UI. bor 


dogs, has been frequently the ſubject of 


ridicule. His great attention to theſe 
faithful and innocent companions of man- 
kind, may perhaps be attributed to the 
goodneſs of his heart, and even a weak- 
neſs ariſing from that ſource i is amiable, F 


Of the king of Pruſſia's muſical abilities md 
taſte, Dr. Burney has given us an account in his 
travels through Germany; to which elegant and en- 
tertaining work, I refer the curioſity of the reader, as 
it is impoſſible to ſay any thing more judicious or au- 


He 
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He had ſeveral of theſe animals of 
whom he was particularly fond, and in 
all his rooms were a number of ſmall 
leather balls, with which he uſed to play 
with them. One of them, called Bicbe, 
was his particular favorite, had been his 
companion in many of his campaigns, and 
at her death he erected a ſmall monument 
to her memory in his gardens at Potſdam. 

The character of this great prince is 
beſt illuſtrated by the events of his hiſtory. 
This cannot be faid of all or of many 
princes. The fame and honours of a 
Juſtinian or a Louis XIV. more properly 
belong to the great ſtateſmen and generals 
they had the good fortune to have in their 
ſervice. But Frederic reigned himſelf ; 
The praiſe due to every meritorfbus action, 
or the diſgrace incurred by any miſconduct 
or injuſtice, belongs, not to his miniſters, 
but to himſelf, 
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REMARKABLE 


DECREES,ORDERS, OFFICIAL LETTERS fee. 
oF 


A E DE RJ 


1 * = 
. ' 


H' 8 Majeſty, the King of Pruſſia, our 
moſt gracious Sovereign, &c, &c. 
has already frequently defired, that all 
official papers, queſtions, and memorials of 
his Supreme Board of Finances, War, and 
Domains *, may not be drawn up in fo 
prolix and verboſe a manner as hitherto, 
but be made as conciſe and perſpicuous as 
poſſible, But as this order has .not yet 
been complied with, and as the queſtions 


General — Ober— Finanz—Krieges—und Do- 
mainen—DireQorium, 


C 2 which 
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which are daily ſent in, are loaded with 
many obſcure and unneceſſary details and 
narratives, by the peruſal of which his 
Majeſty's time is waſted; his Majeſty 
hereby commands his Supreme Board, &c. 
that the Secretaries employed in expediting 
the ſaid official papers, be directed to draw 
them up in a manner conformable to the 
orders and intention of his Majeſty, and that 
the Members of the Board themſelves ſee 
to it. Otherwiſe his Majeſty may be in- 
duced * to extract with bis own hand, one of 
| theſe verboſe memorials, which may be ſent 
. #n, and draw it up as it ought to be, in order 
to ſhew the Board the poſſibility of being 
clear, and at the ſame time conciſe. 


Petſdam, * FREDERIC. 
Sept. 26, 1740. | 


h To the — Board, Kc. &c. 


* As moſt of the orders of Frederic the Secoud y 
contain paragraphs ſtrongly marked as his own words, er 
both by the peculiarity and energy of the ſtile, I haye 
endeavoured to render them as nearly like the original 
as poſſible, and they are throughout printed in Italics. 


My 
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* My dear Miniſters of State, Meſſrs. von 


 CoccxJt, von Brotcn, and von ARNIM. 


IT cannot but be till recent in your 
memories, that I have already made and 
publiſhed many orders and regulations, in 
order to prevent the ruinous delay of law= 
ſuits. But as I ſtill perceive' that theſe 


orders and regulations, ſo far from having 


produced any good conſequences, have been 
neglected, and that very little ſtrict juftice 
is fill to be met with in my dominions, but 
that my ſubjects have the greateſt reaſon to 
complain of the delay thereof ; I herewith 
moſt graciouſly command you, to make 
this buſineſs, in which my ſubjects are fo 


All orders of the King, to his firſt Miniſters, or 
officers of rank, are addreſſed to them in theſe words, 
„% My dear, my very dear, or my dearly beloved N. N.“ 
And they commonly end with the words, I am 
your affectionate, or gracious King, &c.” And as he 
employed none but ſuch as he looked upon to be his 
particular friends, in places of honour and truſt, he uſes 
a very familiar ſtyle in hisorders to them, 
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deeply intereſted, your firſt aim, to conſi- 
der this the moſt important duty of your 
office, and to provide, that in all my Courts 
of Judicature, ſuch fixed and unalterable 
rules be eſtabliſhed, that every ſuit, accord- 
ing to the circumſtances attending it, may 
be forwarded and diſpatched without delay, 
and, according, to rigid juſtice, finiſhed and 
decided within a year from its commence- 
ment. I herein depend entirely upon 
you. After mature deliberation, you will 
contrive ſuch methods as are moſt likely 
to anſwer this end *. 


Iam, &c. &c, 


| Berks, 880 FRED ERIC. 
Jan. 14, 7745. 77 


In conſequence of this order of his Majeſty, we 
find: by a ſubſequent letter to Cocceji, dated Jan. 3, 
1750, that the Supreme Court of Appeals went 
through and determined, in one year, five hundred 
and fixty ſuits,. ſo that not one ſuit the former 
| you remained on. the lift, | 


My 
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My dearHighChancellor, M.vonJARRIGE 8. 


IN anſwer to your report, dated 243d 
Inſtant, and to the poſtſcript annexed, I 1 
acquaint you that, notwithſtanding the 
many reaſons you alledge, why the ſuit of 
the citizens of Francfort, whoſe houſes 
were deſtroyed by fire, has been delayed 
theſe three years, and is not yet decided; 
I am till of opinion that nothing can ex- 
cuſe or palliate a delay, by which thoſe 
poor people, who have loſt all means of 
ſabfiſtence, and who are ſtill lefs able to 
re-eſtabliſh themſelves in their former 
dwellings, are compleatly reduced to want 
and beggary. This is not the only caſe 
in which I know that juſtice has been de- 
layed ; I have heard of ſeveral more: you 
will therefore do well to be particularly 
attentive to the diſpatch of depending ſuits, 
to examine into the conduct of the different 
courts, and to make examples of thoſe Judges. 
by whoſe negligence juſtice is delayed. 

I am, &c. &c. 
Potſdam,  FREDERIC. 


Sept. 24, 1767. | 
C 4 V 
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My dear Miniſter of State, M.vonMuncn- 
9 HAU SEN, 


I can by no means pretend to give an 
immediate deciſion in regard to the ſucceſ- 
fion of Baroneſs von Rakewitz (formerly 
Counteſs Flemming) to the eſtates of 
her grandfather. It would be a deſpotic ex- 
ertion of power, which you know 1 deteſt. 
The will of her grandfather muſt decide 
in this buſineſs, and I only deſire by theſe 
preſents, that the Baroneſs von Rakewitz 
may have the deciſion upon her appeal ex- 
pedited with that diſpatch and impartiality, 
which ought to characterize the adminiſtra- 
tion of juſtice in my dominions, In this 
I depend upon your well-known juſtice 
and unimpeached integrity. 


2 1 am, &c. &c. 


FREDERIC. 
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The following Royal Mandate was ſent to 
M. Neuburg, Librarian to his Majeſty 
at Berlin, when the king was engaged 
in writing his well-known Memoirs of 
Brandenburg. | 


HIS Majeſty the King of Pruflia, our 
moſt gracious Sovereign, hereby commands, 
that his librarian at Berlin, Counſellor 
Neuburg, do ſearch his Majeſty's library 
for the beſt antient chronicles, or hiſtorical 
writers of the province of Churmark x, as 
far back at leaſt as the reign of Frederic 
the Firſt, and do ſend the ſame for ſome 
time to his Majeſty, without delay. But 
it is hereby ordered, that no collection of 
fables, or abſurd chronicles be ſent, but 
only ſuch as contain the moſt authentic 
records of the ſtate of the Churmark in 
thoſe times. Counſellor Neuburg is there- 
fore to comply with this order, with all 
poſſible diſpatch and attention. 


Potſdam, FREDERIC. 
April 8, 1747. 


* The electorate of Brandenburg is divided into 
three provinces, Churmark, Ukkermark, Mittelmark. 


WHEREAS 
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WHEREAS his Majeſty, our moſt gra- 
cious Sovereign, has been informed, that 
in ſeveral places innocent people have been 
_ wantonly murdered by malicious perſons, 
who have pretended that they were weary 
of life, and as moſt of them ſuperſtitiouſſy 
believe, that by the attendance of the 
_ elergy before their execution, they may be 
brought to repentance and peace of con- 
ſcience; his Majeſty is hereby graciouſly 
pleaſed to command, that wheneyer in fu- 
ture ſuch wanton murder ſhall be com- 
mitted, the delinquent ſhall not be per- 
mitted on any account, either during con- 
finement, or at his execution, to fee or 
converſe with any clergyman whatſoever, 
let his religion be what it will, but he 
ſhall be executed without any ſuch indul- 
gence. Our ſupreme court of auditors * 

| WIR 


* Genzral- Auditoriat, the Supreme Court of Juſtice 
and Equity for the Pruffian army. As the conſtitution 
of the Pruſſian army differs very materially from that 
of our military, it may, perhaps, not be unentertaining 
to the greateſt part of my readers, if I here inſert a ſhore | 
Kketch of this admirable ſyſtem. 


| Peebles 
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is therefore commanded. to act accordingly 
in alt ſuch caſes, and likewiſe to commu- 
nicate ſuch our reſolution to all inſpectors 
general of regiments, in order that it may 
IS Be - race 

Perhaps in no country in Europe the military en- 
joys a greater ſhare of honour and privileges than in 
the Pruſſian dominions. Although the low wages of 
the common ſoldiers, and their great number, oblige 
them to ſubmit frequently to-the meaneſt offices in the 
towns where they are in garriſon, they enjoy certain 
rights from which their fellow-catizens are excluded. 
A ſoldier, for inftance, may carry on buſineſs in any 
town or City in defiance to the inimunities of any 
corporation. One witneſs renders his will valid, 
whereas more are required to that of a citizen; and the 
court in which every offence committed by a ſaldier, is 
tried, has an air of liberty unknown in civil courts. - 
In every regiment, a certain officer is eſtabliſhed, called 
an Auditor, who wears an uniform, diſtinct from that 
of other officers,and whomuſt be a lawyer by profeſſion. 
His buſineſs is to enquire into, and take depoſitions 
upon every caſe of law, ariſing in his regiment, to take 
cognizance of all complaints, bothof acivil and military 
nature, brought againſt ſoldiers, and to make his re- 
port to the court martial. This court is choſen from 
the regiment, upon every particular caſe, by rotation, 
and conſiſts of two privates, two ſerjeants and one 
from every rank of commiſſioned officers. The mem- 
bers of this court are ſworn in the fame manner as out 
juries. In all caſes, my thoſe of life and death, 


their 
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be made known to the regiments under 
theſe inſpectors, and it ſhall be inſerted 
into, and read with the uſual articles of 

War. | : | | 


Potſdam, FREDERIC. 
April 17, 1765. | 


q 
- 


My dear Miniſter of State M. von HoxsT, 


IN the annexed papers, you will ſee the 
report made in compliance with my com- 
mands, by my miniſter of ſtate M. von 


Munchhauſen, reſpecting the fine of 5776 


their opinion is deciſive ( unbeß the * lin to the 
King); but in capital caſes, it is always referred to the 
General Auditoriate at Berlin. This latter court, 
which is permanent during his Majeſty's pleaſure, con- 
| fiſts of a certain number of lawyers, moſt of whom 
have been Auditors of regiments, and their deciſions 
are always laid before the King for his confirmation. 
From both theſe courts, as well as from every 2 | 
an appeal lies to the King, whoſe will is law. 

Inſpectors- General are officers of high rank, ap- 
pointed to take care that the particular diviſion of the 
army under their inſpection, be well exerciſed, regu- 
r paid, and provides with cloathing. 


dollars, 
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dollars, to the payment of which, the 
court of exciſe in Breſlau have condemned 
Weidner, a merchant fince found to be in- 
ſolvent, on account of a fraud by him com- 
mitted in the exciſe duties. In this caſe 
T think it juſt, that a corporal puniſhment 
be ſubſtituted in the place of a fine, which 
does not affect the individual upon whom it 
ought to be levied; and as otherwiſe the in- 
tention of the puniſhment would be baffled, 
and the creditors of fuch perſons, whoſe af- 
fairs are in à bad way, be the ſufferers. 
You are therefore hereby commanded to 
communicate my pleaſure to the Court of 
Exciſe at Breſlau, that the actual ſum loſt 
by the fraud of Weidner be levied upon 
his effects; but that inſtead of the fine, by 
the levying of which his creditors would 
ſuffer, a corporal puniſhment. be inflicted 
upon him, adequate to the amount of the 
fine. You are therefore to act accordingly, 
and to ſee that the neceſſary ſteps are taken 
towards the diſpatch of this buſineſs, 


I am, &c. &c. 


Potſdam, FREDERIC. 
Nev, 87 1767. 
My 
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My dear Major-general Baron vonKzeLLER, 


I underſtand that a muſketeer in your 
regiment; one Sutorius, is condemned to 
fix years labour upon the fortifications, for 
having attempted to deſtroy himſelf, which 
ſentence I think much too rigid. Few 
men in their ſound ſenſes will ever attempt 
to takeaway their own lives. Perhaps the 
fellow is melancholy, and endeavoured to 
get rid of exiſtence in a fit of this diſorder, 
Upon this ground I do not confirm the 
ſentence pronounced upon him by the 
court martial, but direct, that inſtead of 
being ſent to labour upon my fortifications, 
be be blooded, and every proper ſtep be 
taken towards his cure; and that when 
this is accompliſhed, he be again taken 
into my ſervice, admoniſhed and encou- 
raged to behave in future in a more nn 
and rational manner. 


T am, &c. &c. 


Potſclam, " FREDERIC. 
June 14, 1781. 


I 15 ms 
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HIS Majeſty the King of Pruſſia, our 
moſt gracious. Sovereign, &c. &c. having 
frequently obſerved, that the farmers ge- 
neral of his domains, are more protected 
by his provincial caurts* than they in 
juſtice ought to be F, and that the com- 
plaints of his ſubjects againſt their cruel 
and oppreſſive treatment are frequently + 
diſregarded, ſo that they ſeldom find re- 
dreſs, let their cauſe be ever ſo juſt; by 
which means his Majeſty's ſubjects are en- 
tirely abandoned to the arbitrary will and 
pleaſure of the ſaid farmers general: and 
his Myjeſty being further of tan 


* Fly is a Court eftabliſhed i in —_ 8 
of the Pruſſian dominions, conſiſting of two depart- 
ments, one for the collection and application of the 
revenue, the other for the adminiſtration of Juſtice. 
Each Court has a Prefident, a Bench of Aſſeſſors (De- 
partements Rithe) and a number of referendarii, who 
are young lawyers, that attend the Court with a view 
to their improvement in the knowledge of the laws 
and cuſtoms of their country, and to future promotion. 


+ Before the reign of Frederic II. the peaſants were 
nearly in the ſame ſtate of ſlavery in which the ceorles 
were in England before the reign of King John, 


the 
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the ſource of this evil lies chiefly in the 
ſelfiſhneſs of the aſſeſſors of theſe courts, 
whole intereſt prompts them to connive 
at, and ſometimes to encourage and pro- 
tect the oppreſſion of the farmers general 
In inſtances where. they may be well con- 
vinced, that the complaints of the pea- 


ſants are well founded: his Majeſty there- 


fore moſt gracioufly herewith commands 
his Supreme Board of Domains, to exa- 
mine ſtrictly into this buſineſs, and to take 
meaſures by which the provincial courts, 
and eſpecially the aſſeſſors of theſe courts, 
may be effectually compelled, to decide in 
all ſuits between the farmers general and 
their ſubjects, impartially, with a rigid 
regard to juſtice, and without the leaſt re- 
ſpect to perſons; and in general to attend 
more to the protection of the latter, than 
yes hitherto been done. 


Potſdam, FREDERIC, 
Nov. 22, 1743: INE! | 


| To the Supreme Board of Domains. 


WHERE« 
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WHEREAS his Majeſty, &c. &c. has 
been informed, that ſeveral of the farmers 
general of his Domains have fo far mal- 
treated the peaſants under their juriſdic- 
tion *, as even to have ſtruck them, and 
as bis Majeſty is determined not to counte- 
nance any ſuch tyranmy, it is his royal 


will and pleaſure, that whenever in future 
it ſhall be proved, that a farmer general 


has ſtruck any ſubject whatever, the ſame 


* The farmers of the Royal Domains were, or 
thought themſclves entitled to the ſame authority over 
the peaſants belonging to the eſtates farmed by them, 
which the nobles exerciſed over their ſubjects. The 
power of the nobles, even within this century, ex- 
tended, in many places, to the life and death of the 
peaſant; but it had-been reduced and confined within 
narrower bounds, eſpecially in the Pruſſian domi- 
nions. However, at preſent every noble is the chief 
juſtice of his own eſtates (Gerichts herr) and has the 
power of. impriſoning, or otherwiſe puniſhing his 


ſubjects for pesty offences. 


The farmers being more immediately under the 
royal controul, abuſes of power in them were more 
likely to be complained of, and redreſſed; and as the 
king was well known to. be more inclined to favour 
the ſubjects, than to add ſtrength to the authority of 
the nobles and farmers general, the frequent and often 
frivolous complaints of the former, rendered the 8 Grp 
of the farmers extremely irkſome, 


D | ſhall 


* 
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ſhall, without mercy, be immediately fent 
priſoner to one of the fortified towns, 
though he were ever ſo punctual in his 
payments, or even paid his rents in ad- 
vance. The provincial Court of Chur- 
marck, is therefore directed to communi- 
cate this his Majeſty's pleaſure to the far- 
mers general under its juriſdiftion ; and 
if in future the caſe ſhould occur, that 
any farmer general ſtrike a ſubject, the 
Provincial Court is directed to take the 


part of the latter againſt the former. 
Berlin, FRED ERIC. 

Fuly 15, 1749+ 

To the Provincial Court of Churmarck, 


Farvenc the Second, King of uch 
P.. our, &Cc. &c. 

WE have frequently taken notice that 
perſons, who have ſerved in the capacities 
of lacqueys, valets or footmen, have con- 
trived to get into public offices, and to 
procure themſelves places in our Courts of iſ 
Law and Revenue; and that by this means, 
perſons of bad characters, who have neither 
good manners, nor liberal ſentiments to 
recommend them, have filled places of 

truſt 
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truſt and conſequence; and that they, in 
order to ſupport theit extravagant way of 
living, have purſued meaſures by which 
our ſervice has been materially injured. 
His Majeſty therefore being reſolved 
that no ſuch abuſes ſhall in' future be ſuf- 
fered, and being determined that his Courts 
of Law and Revenue ſhall be filled with fit 
perſons, who have had a proper education, 
whoſe ſentiments and conduct are thoſe of 
men of honour and credit, and who have been, 
as it were, educated and trained from their 
youth to the places they are employed in; 
hereby graciouſly commands you to ſee to 
to it, that in future, #o valet, /acquey, or 
footman, be introduced into any public office 
whatſoever ; but that the vacancies be filled 
by men, who are not only men of abilities, 
but likewiſe of good education and polite 
manners; and, if poſſible, men who have 
from their youth been trained to the places 
they are intended to fill. 

At the ſame time we hereby declare, 
that if Counſellors of the Board of War, 
or Domains, &c. &c. have ſons, who are 
endowed with good natural abilities, and 

D 2 poſſeſs 
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| poſſeſs talents, which in time may qualify 
them to fill the poſts occupied by their fa- 
thers; if they have had a good and proper 
education, and have made uſe of it to their 
improvement in official knowledge ; if 
moreover they have particularly applied to 
the buſineſs in which their fathers are 
employed, or have been for a few years 
clerks in the offices of any of our Miniſters: 
it is our gracious will, that ſuch perſons 
ſhall be propoſed to fill up ſuch vacant 
poſts, in preference to any other men 
whatſoever. 

In the fame manner we. command you, 
to give the ſame preference to the ſons of 

Secretaries, Regiſters and Clerks of public 
oflices, provided their fathers have given 
them a good education, have inſtructed 
them in the buſineſs of their particular of- 
* fice, and provided their conduct is irre- 
proachable, and their abilities e to 
| mew places. 

But, at the ſame time, it is bed no means 
our will, that theſe places become heredi- 
© tary, and without exception deſcend from 
father to ſon, to the total excluſion of other 


a 0 perſons 
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perſons of abilities: but we mean this; 
that if, for inſtance, a Counſellor of the 
Board of War, at Berlin, has educated and 
inſtructed one of his ſons, in the manner 
aforeſaid, and his ſon has at the ſame time 
qualified himſelf by his own application to 
ſuch an office, the ſame ſhall have the pre- 
ference, in caſe of a vacancy in the Pruſſian 
or any other provincial Court, to any other 
pet ſon. | | 
By this means we are in hopes not only 
to provide a nurſery of able men, who 
have been trained from their youth in the 
buſineſs they are employed in, but likewiſe 
to encourage our ſervants to give their ſons 
a good and uſeful education, to inſtill into 
them ſentiments of honour, and to inſtru 
them carefully in the knowledge neceflary 
to their poſts, (provided they poſſeſs natural 
abilities) as they may be certain of our royal 
favour, in providing fer ſuch of their ſons, 
in preference to any other perſons ; without 
apprehenfion, that men of another deſerip- 
tion will be put into the — they * 
think themſelves intitled to. 

D 3 '' Every 
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| Every one whom this concerns, is com- 
manded to pay the ſtricteſt obedience to 
theſe our orders, and to ſee to it, that every 
Member of our Courts act accordingly 
for which purpoſe you are to communi- 
cate theſe our moſt gracious commands to 
all officers under your controul, in as far as 
it is neceſſary for them to know the ſame, 
&c. &c. | 
Berlin, FREDERIC. 
Dec. 26, 1747. x 

To the Preſidents of all our Provincial 
Courts, 


= 
* * 


A Gentleman ſuppoſed he had diſca- 
vered a deficiency in a certain fund at 
Stettin, and communicated his ſuſpicions 
to the King, apparently without any ſelfiſh 
views. An enquiry was accordingly ſet on 
foot, but no deficiency found, An appli- 
cation was made in conſequence, to his 
Majeſty, requeſting that he would puniſh 
the Informer, to which he returned the fol- 
lowing reſolution ; . | 


FREDERIC, 
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FREDERIC, King of aussen, &. 


18 1 2 2 23 1 

vo UR application to me dated 26th of 
laſt month, requeſting that the perſon who 
gave me the information concerning the 
ſuppoſed deficiency in your fund may be 
puniſhed by a year's impriſonment, is, in 
my opinion, extremely unjuſt, and I'can- 
not agree to it on any account. I am @s 
Poor as Job; I have been cheated by Gurne *; 
J am belied and decerved by many others, 
and muſt at the ſame time ſupport a great 
number of my ſubjects; all this has robbed 
me of great ſums of money, and if any one 
diſcovers or warns me againſt theſe cheats, 
1 ſhould be very unjuſt were I to reguite bir 
friendſhip in ſo ungrateful a manner; 1 a 
the mean time, as I am not willing to give 
you any cauſe of complaint, I ſhall puniſh 
him, by ordering him into arreſt for a 
fortnight, which is ſufficient. 


Patſdam, &c. &c. | FREDERIC. 


* Girne was. » Minifer of Finance; whd Gn beg 
zled immenſe ſums. F 


D 4 My 
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My e dear Miniſter of State, Baron von 
__ ZEDLIZ. 


I HAVE great objections i in my own 
mind, to ſign the ſentence of death, pro- 
nounced by the Court, againſt the i incen- 
diary Döpel. Both he and his accomplice 
Weiſs are ſaid to be till very young; and 
on that account it is my pleaſure, that 
neither of them be executed, but that they 
be confined in the houſe of correction, 
and care be taken, that during their con- 
finement, they be better inſtructed in their 
duty to ſociety, and made ſenſible of the 
dreadful nature of their crime, You arg 
therefore directed to have the warrant 
altered accordingly. 


I am, &c. &c. 


| Puſan, | - FREDERIC.. 
April 23, 1776, ETD. 8 


Field. 
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Field-Marſhal Count von S —— x, 
requeſted his Majeſty to promote his ſon 
in a military line; the won 9 
was ſent him: 


Noble, and well-beloved, 


I HAVE conſidered the ——_— your 
letter, dated May 22, a. c, and I muſt ac- 
quaint you, that I have a conſiderable time 
ago given orders, that no Count ſhall ever 
be. admitted to any conſiderable rank in my 
army: for commonly when they have 
ſeryed me a year or two, they leave the army 
and return home. If your ſon wiſhes to 
enter into my ſervice, he muſt entirely 

forget that he is a Count; and if he does 
not improve in his profeſſiqn, he can never 
be advanced. 


Jam, &c. &c. 
FRE DERIC. 


The 
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Tp lltwing: was added in the W 8 
dun hand writing: | 


« Young Counts, 7 F they learn nothing, 
* are ignorant fellows * in every country. 
Se ſon of the King of England is now 
% A midſhipman on board a man of war, in 
** order to acquire a knowledge of the ma- 
% neuvres of that ſervice, If @ Count 
% means to be of the leaſt uſe to the world 
„er to his country, he muſt renounce all 
% praderarsfing from birth or titles F, ( for 
«6. theſe things are baubles) and be muſt de- 
* pend for fame and Nabe bis 07 
* b denen merit. | 


FRE DERI "oy 


„Germ. Ignoranten. 
1 Germ. das ſind nur Poſſen. 


The young Gentleman here alluded to, though 
the ſon of one of the greateſt General's of his time, 
was by no means famous for bright parts. 


i 
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A Lady, who was conſiderably in debt, 
preſented a complaint to his Majeſty, in 
which ſhe thought it very unjuſt, that her 
creditors ſhould demand intereſt upon the 
ſums due to them, for the time allowed 
her to ſettle their accounts ®. In anſwer 


to her memorial, ſhe received the follows 


ing royal reſolution ; 


Dear Mana, 


THE ſituation of your circumſtances, 
repreſented to me in your complaint, dated 
23d inſtant, excites my pity, but I can by 
no means protect you againſt your creditors 
in the manner you wiſh. The delay 
granted you, cannot excuſe you from pay- 


* Indult, Germ. is a delay granted by the German 
Courts to debtors, in order to give them time to ſettle 
their affairs, during which time, none of their cre- 
ditors can arreſt or diftrain upon them. In ſome parts 
of Germany intereſt is allowed, but in moſt others, 
the debtor is exempted from paying it during this 
term, though the debts bore intereſt before the Indult 


was granted. 


ing 


4s ANECDOTES or THE LATE” 


ing the full intereſt upon your debts, 
eſpecially as it is granted with the expreſs 
condition, that full intereſt ſhall be regu- 
larly and accurately paid; and it is impoſs 
Hole for me, or any of my courts, to releaſe 
you from this obligation. In a fuit of this 
kind, no rank, no. high birth, no reſpett of 
perſons, bas the leaſt weight with me ; but 
in every other reſpect I am your gracious 


King, 


Potſdam, FREDERIC. 
OF. 27, 1772. 6 


To Father FRANCIS PIZNER. 


_ HIS Majeſty the King of Pruſſia, our 
moſt gracious Sovereign, &c. &c. hereby 
acquaints Father Francis Pizner, in anſwer 
to his memorial lately received, that the 
decifion of his buſineſs poſitively belongs 
to the vice-biſhop of Breſlau *, M. von 

. | Roth- 


Count von Scbaffyotſch, is Biſhop of Breſlau, but 
"Tn been obliged, on account of yarious high crimes 


and 
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Rothkirch, and he can by no means decide 
in any queſtion of this nature; for bow 
ſhould heretics be capable of judging in the 
diſputes of a monaſtery of Franciſcans, con- 
cerning the violation of their vows? There 
is therefore no other way, but to refer the 
buſineſs to the vice-biſhop of Breſlau, to 
whom it has already been reporten. 


Potſdam, KP FRED ERIC. 
Aug. 2, 1785. , 


- k "+ CY 
4A * 


— 
8 : * 


Ti 8 


To our well- beloved and worthy, &c: &&. 
'* Dean REINBECK. 5 


+* ws — 


- YOU are hereby directed to write OY 
to Profeſſor Wolf, and to try whether he 


and 33 to quit the country. His reſidence 
is at Johanniſberg in Bobemia, where he lives in all 
the ſplendor of a Prince, though his Sileſian revenues 
are ſequeſtreq, and Baron von Rothkirch is appointed 
his deputy, with the title of 1Ve#bi/chof, or Biſhop, 
for the ſake of Ordination. 


* Germ. Probſt. a corruption, 1 of the 
Latin word Prepoſitus, is a diguitary of the Reformed 
Church, under whoſe 1 all the Clergy of 4 


| province epics det d Lenins 
will 


143 


. 
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will now reſolve to enter into my ſervice, 


in which I ſhall grant him every encou- 
—_— he can reaſonably expect. 


I am, &c. &c. 
FREDERIC. 


Underneath the King wrote the following: 
T defire you will ſpare no pains about 


Wolf. A man who loves and ſeeks truth, 


merits the reſpect of all mankind. If you 
can perſuade Wolf to move hither, I. ſhall 
conſider you as having made a conqueſt in the 


province of truth. 


FREDERIC, 


% 


To the SAME. 


| Worthy and well-beloved, &c. &c. 


_ WHEREAS Major-general von Jeez 
has propoſed the chaplain of his regiment, 
a Mr. Schaukirch, to ſupply the vacancy 
occaſioned by the death of the Dean of 
Anclam, 
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Anclam, you are hereby directed to Jet me 
know, ©* whether the above-mentioned per- 
fon will do, and whether he poſſeſſes the 
qualifications neceſſary in this office; as 1 


am not diſpoſed to nne 


I am yours, 
FREDERIC. 


HIS Majeſty the King of Pruſſia, our 
moſt ' gracious Sovereign, &c. &c. being 
pleaſed to order, that whenever any of the 
common people have any petition or me- 
morial to deliver to his Majeſty, or upon 
any other occaſion, they ſhall not, as hi- 
| therto, proſtrate themſelves upon the earth, 
(which they ought not to do before any one 
but God, and which is a poſture totally un- 
neceſſary, and unfit for the delivery of any 
thing e) his Majeſty moſt graciouſly com- 
mands his Supreme Conſiſtory at Breſlau, 
to direct, that this ordonnance be read from 
all the pulpits of the proteſtant churches 
in Upper Sileſia; the ſame mandate having 


been likewiſe ſent to the Vice- biſhop von 
3 Roth- 
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Rotbkirch, in regard to the members of 


the Catholic churches in his dioceſe, in 


order that the people may be therewith ac- 
quainted, and never in future proſtrate 
themſelves upon the like occaſions. And 
the Supreme Conſiſtory is therefore to di- 
rect matters accordingly. 


Bettleren,  __ FREDERIC. 
Aug. 30, 1783. 


To the OP Confiſtory at Breſlau, 


—— 953 % 
— — 
m ut 1 7 
. = 
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WHEN the new Hymn book * was 10 
troduced in moſt of the churches of Berlin, 


the congregations of four pariſhes pre- 


ſented 


This new n was W by 2 num- 
ber of Gentlemen, whoſe religious principles were 


well known widely to differ from thoſe called orthodox. 


It was uſhered into the world by a Mr. Nicolai, 2 


Bookſeller, who, with very inferior abilities, poſſeſſes 


all the indefatigable activity of Prieſtley, in propa- 


gating his opinions, as far as in him lies, Great care 
had been taken to inſert no Hymns in which the God- 
head of Chriſt, the Redemption of Mankind, the Re- 
ſurrection, the Trinity, or any other tenets peculiar to 
— were inculcated ; and of courſe all the 
Hymns 


82 — 
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ſented a petition to the King, praying that 
they might be permitted to retain in uſe 
the Old Porſten Hymn-book. To this 
petition they received the am: 
ſwer: ns 


HIS Mijeſty the King of Pruſſia, our 
| moſt gracious Sovereign, &c. &c. is too 
well convinced of the great value of a ra- 
tional degree of toleration in matters of 
religion, to take the leaſt notice of the re- 
queſt contained in the memorial, preſented 
the 14th inſtant by four pariſhes of Berlin, 
much leſs to give = orders to the con- 
trary. 

His Majeſty has, from a thorough con- 
viction that he thereby fulfils the duty of 
a good Sovereign and father of his people, 
laid down as an unalterable principle of 
his government, that every ſubject ſhall 


Hymns compoſed by the firſt Reformers, moſt of which 
have uncommon poetical merit, and poſſeſs among 
the common people of Germany a great degree of 
popularity, were omitted. The Hymn<-book was much 
countenanced by his Majeſty, who is well known to 
have been a ſtrict diſciple of Voltaire, and no friend 
to Revealed Religion, as appears by his . 
Commentary upon Bluebeard, 


have 
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have liberty to believe whatever he can or 
will, and to ſerve God in whatever man- 
ner he likes, provided his principles or 
worſhip are not injurious to the peace of 
the ſtate, nor ſubverſive of morality. It 
is therefore his Majeſty's will and pleaſure, 
that no conſtraint whatever, in regard to 
the uſe or diſuſe of the new Catechiſm and 
Hymn- book, ſhall be laid upon any of the 
churches, but every one is in this reſpect, 
at liberty to think and to act as he pleaſes, 

It ſeems probable that the new Hymn- 
book and Catechiſm, are more intelligible, 
more rational, and more ſuited to the ſer- 
vice of God than the old, as they have 
been adopted by ſo many other congrega- 
tions, the minifters of which are univer- 
fally acknowledged to be men of eminent 


2 learning and piety, 


The above-mentioned four it may 
therefore make themſelves perfectly eaſy 
w_— this point, as they and all their fel- 

low ſubjects; are compleatly at liberty to 


believe aye to bg what they pleaſe. 


Berlin, 5 -FREDERIC. 


Jan. 18, 1507. 


_— OOO 
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The Ss was ded) in 2 King's 


on hand writing F 


Every man in my dominiqns may beliove 
what he pleaſes, if be is but an boneſt man. 
As ta the bymn-book, every one is at hperty 
to: ng Now ſleep the Woodlands all,” * 
or any other foaliſh, flupid nonſenſe he chuſes, - 
But the Prieſts muſt never forget toleration, 
as I. ſpall never Safer them ” en any 
one. | 


FREDERIC, 


3 11. a OE 
To our well-beloved Privy Counſellor of 


Finance, M, yon TARRACH. 


IN anſwer to your memorial, dated the 
4th inſtant, reſpecting the eſtabliſhment 
of a paper-miJl upon the Dutch principle, 
by Eiſcohard, I hereby acquaint you, that 


Germ. © Nun ruben alle Waelder,” the firſt 
line of an old Lutheran Hymn, written ſomething * 
in the e and Hopkins manner. ? 


- E 2 { think 
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I think 30,000 dollars a ſufficient advance 
towards the undertaking. I would have 
you conſider how conſiderable a ſam this 
is, ſuppoſing Eiſenhard ſucceeds. Now 
citizens, inſtead of laying out their money 
in ſuch undertakings, think only of buy- 
ing eſtates, and expect me to take care of 
the improvement of their manufactures. 


But this is properly the duty of citizens. 


Eftates and manors are not all fit e for 


them. 


I am, &c. &c. | 


5 Fuly 6, 1780. . 


Aa Tr 


My dear Privy Counſellor of Finances, 


M. von BRENKENHOF, 


"THE pains you have taken in endea- 


vouring to make good the damages my 
"territories have fuffered by the late war, 
and the aſſiſtance you have to this end 
afforded my loyal ſubjects, have given me 


much pleaſure. The report you lately 
| ſent 
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ſent in, likewiſe proves to me, that you 
have done every thing in your power to 
be as uſeful as poſſible. 'T am in hopes 
that my gracious intentions, forwarded 
by your affiduity, will ſoon accompliſh 
the reſtoration of what has been ruined 
and deſtroyed by my enemies; but 1 par- 
ticularly recommend to your attention, to i 
give the firſt aſſiſtance to ſuch as ſtand 
molt in need of it, and to encourage thoſe, 
who are not immediately in very orefifhe 
difficulties, to have patience, till it ſhall 
be in my power to aſſiſt them likewiſe ; | 


for I moſt fincerely wiſh to approve  myſe, 7 
to ny ſubjetts, the father of my country. | 


My Exchequer will not bear many very 
large diſburſements at once. It is neceſſary 
to leave ſomething for an emergency. 
Should my finances improve, the public 
welfare is certainly entitled to every thing 
I can ſpare; and I do not want inclina- 
tion and ardent defire to aſſiſt my ſubjects. 
hope ſoon to ſee you perten ö 


And am, Kc. 


P 4 - ny bo he boy FRE ERIC. 
An re N 0 
E 3 AS 


„ ANECDOTES of rue tatt 


AS the ſubject of the two following 
ſpeeches may not eaſily be underſtood by 
an Engliſh reader, I ſhall beg leave ſo fat 
to treſpaſs upon his patience; as to give as 
| tort an account as poſſible, of one of the 
moſt beneficial regulations which charac= 
terize the reign of Frederic the Second. 
If ſomething of the ſame kind could be 
introduced inte this country, the South of 
France would probably, in a few years, be 
found a leſs attractive climate than that of 
our native iſle. 

In the long wars between Pruſſia and 
Auſtria, Sileſia ſuffered more than any 
other part of the Pruſſian dominions. 
The nobility, who are the principal owners 
of landed property, were in general redu- 
red to great poverty, by the total devaſta- 
tion of their eſtates, and by their long 
abſence from home, during their ſervice 
in the king's army. It was found, that 
to relieve thoſe whoſe eſtates were in a 
ruinous condition, and to affiſt young 
noblemen who withed to eſtabliſh thema 
ſelves in the country, an immenſe capital 

would 
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would be required. The king, who had 
hitherto advanced money to his nobles, 
and who ſtill wiſlied to give them every 
aſſiſtance in his power, found his treaſury 
exhauſted by the expences of a long and 
ruinous war. A bank was therefore open» 
cd at Breſlau, guarantee'd by the king and 
the united nobility of Sileſia, and under 
the management of directors choſen by 
the whole body of the nobility; into 
which monied men were invited to depoſit 
their money, and where the whole landed 
property of the province was their ſecu- 
rity. The credit of this provincial bank 
(as I ſhall term it, Germ. Credit forieruer, 
Landſchafts Cafje} was ſoon ſo firmly 
eſtabliſhed, that not only Sileſians, but 
even foreigners were eager to place their 
caſh where ſuch good ſecurity was offered. 
This inſtitution ſoon ſhewed its utility, 
by the amazing change of affairs it pro- 
duced in a very ſhort time. The regula- 

tions which produced this effect, are the 
following : | 
If a nobleman, whoſe eſtate is in a bad 

condition, or one who intends purchaſing 
| E 4 a new 
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a new eſtate, and cannot afford to pay the 
whole purchaſe money at once, wiſhes to 
borrow money from this fund, upon ap- 
plication to the directors of the bank, a 
commiſſion is appointed to e the 
eſtate in queſtion. 

By this commiſſion the average income 
is valaed, and the incumbrances upon it 
enquired into. By an ancient law of the 
country, no mortgage or debt contracted 
upon landed property, has any validity, 
unleſs” regiſtered in a court of law“; by 
which means the amount of the debt of 

an eſtate is eaſily aſcertained, 
As wood is the chief fuel of that coun- 
try, the woodlands are very valuable, and 
form frequently the moſt productive part 
of an eſtate. It is therefore a principal 
object of the commiſſioners to preſerve 
the woods. They are accordingly upon 
ſuch valuation divided into one hundred 


* The ſame regulation is eſtabliſhed all over Ireland, 
and in two counties in England; with this difference, 
that with us all mortgages are valid; but thoſe wbich 
have been regiſtered muſt be paid in 3 80 to "wy 

others, though of a prior date, 


equal 
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equal parts, and the proprietor of an 
eſtate 1s reſtricted from cutting down more 
than one of theſe portions annually, as it 
is generally ſuppoſed, that in the ſpace af 
one hundred years, the timber which has 
been cut down will be re- ſown “, grow up, 
and be again fit for the axe. The bank 
then advances any ſum upon the eſtate, 
not exceeding one half of its valued worth, 
upon mortgage bonds. Of theſe I ſhall 
have occaſion to ſpeak hereafter. | 
All ſums depoſited in this, bank bear an 
intereſt of 41 per cent. per annum. But 
money lent by the bank, pays an intereſt 
of 5 per cent. and the ſaving of 4 per cent. 
defrays the expences attending the inſti- 
tution. No capital advanced by the bank 
is ever reclaimed, as long as the intereſt is 
regularly paid; and no one is ever refuſed 


* The foreſts of Sileſia conſiſt chiefly of firs and 
different ſorts of pines. "Theſe woods ſow them- 
ſelves, and are not fit for cutting within a century, 
In regard to birch, elms, alders, and other trees, 
which are not ever-greens, a ſhorter time is allowed. 
Oak is excepted, as requiring an equally _ period. 

+ See the note, P- 69. 

a Joan, 
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a loan, provided his eſtate is found capable 
of paying the intereſt. 
As the credit of the etviacial- bank 
depends entirely upon the good manage- 
ment of landed property, it naturally be- 
comes the intereſt of every nobleman to 
keep a watchful eye upon his neighbours; 
and no eſtate can be materially injured with- 
out the knowledge of the directors. 
' Should a debtor of the provincial bank 
miſmanage his eſtate, or ſuffer it to go to 
decay or ruin, ſo that it becomes worth leſs 
than the ſum advanced upon it, the admi- 
niſtration of his eſtate is immediately taken 
noblemen choſen by the aſſembly of the 
hobility of the province, and a ſteward is 
appointed to reſide upon, and manage the 
eſtate, The proprictor is allowed an an- 
nual ſtipend, the ſurplus of his revenues 
is applied to the payment of his debts, 
and the eſtate endeavoured to be recovered 
by careful management. The accounts 
are laid half yearly before the uſual aſ- 
ſembly of the nobles, and as ſoon as the 
incumbrances are ſo far lowered as not 
2 — 
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to exceed half the value of the eſtate, the 
owner is reinſtated: The adminiſtrators 
receive nothing for their trouble, unleſs 
the conſciouſneſs of having been eminently 
uſeful may be ſuppoſed to be the belt re- 
ward an honeſt man can receive. 

As all the ſons of a nobleman are of 
equal rank with their father, this inſtitu 
tion is very uſeful to ſuch of them, as 
wiſh to eſtabliſh themſelves in e 


their own, 


I have now nds to how. — desde 
pardon for this long digraſſion, and to 
ſay, that in tranſlating the two following 
ſpeeches, I have endeavoured: to retain, as 
much as poſſible, the manner of the oris 
ginal, which is more remarkable for nero 
vous, than elegant expreſſions, and has 
more of the honeſt warmth of the war⸗ 
rior, than of the oY addreſs of the 
ſenator. | 
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The Sch of Fxrorkie the Second, 
made to the deputies of the Province of 
Churmark, aſſembled by his order at 
Potſdam, Jan. 18, 1776. | 


The deputies were, the dean of the ca- 
_ thedral of Arnim; the governor of the 
province, Baron von Werdek ; the pro- 

vincial counſellor von Luck; and the 


Te mpg of War, M. Dietrich. — 
> Tt 4 7 


| GENTLEMEN Come in, come 
nearer! I ſpeak to you, not as your king, 
but as your friend and adviſer. Vou ought 
to be more cloſely united, to bring fo uſe- 
ful a regulation to bear, as I have eftabliſh- 
cd in Sileſia, where it anſwers my utmoſt 
expectations. My only view is the wel 
fare of the ſtate, and the preſervation of 
my nobles, whoſe credit is at preſent very 

low. 5 8 
I am certain that the eſtates of my 
nobles are conſiderably more valuable than 
they formerly were, or are now ſuppoſed 
to be, as their produce is ſo much riſen in 
price, 
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prioe. This will eafily be diſcovered by 
having-them valued, in the ſame manner 
my domains have been valued. I would 
therefore adviſe you to have them all va- 
lued in this manner. But men of know- 
ledge and experience muſt be choſen for 
this purpoſe; and I am willing to aſſiſt 
you with the abilities of the counſellors 
of my courts, who have experience in theſe 
affairs, and of whom I have a ente num- 
ber at command. | 
Money, I am certain, is not ſcarce in 
my dominions.. By a ſtatement which 1 
have now by me, I ſpend-in the province 
of Churmark * 1,800,000 dollars more 
than I receive from it, which money 
muſt remain in the province, It is there- 
fore ridiculous to ſuppoſe that there is a 
great want of money. I know better. 

A A nobleman is by no means in bad cir- 
cumſtances, if he owes me one-fourth of 
the value of his eſtate. But if he is one- 
third of this amount in my debt, his caſe 
is conſiderably worſe, as he muſt feel all 


In this province the royal reſidences are ſituated, 
accidental 
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accidents} damages very feverely, ſuch ag 
bad craps, hail, fire, Ke, I am however 
convinced, that the value of landed pro- 
perty is confiderably riſen above its former 
ſtandard, when proviſions and other ne- 
ceſſaries of life were ſo much cheaper, 
But many noblemen are bad huſhandmen, 
and do not make the moſt of their eſtates. 
Many are in my ſervice, and know ſtill leſs 
of their value; they haye perhaps bad 
ſtewards, or farmers, and by theſe, and 
the intrigues of their attornies, they Joſe 
conſiderubly. Now if every [eſtate were 
appraiſed to the full amount of what it 
can produce, and then irma eyery 
body would be the better for it. 

It is really dreadful to conſider what 
unjuſtifiable advantages attornies take of 
the nobles who employ them, If they 
. have procured them a loan, their employ- 
ers have hardly enjoyed the benefit of it 
for half a year, when the capital is by 
| their intrigues reclaimed, to give them an 
| opportunity of earning ſomething by 3 
new negotiation ; and many a one has 
d in intereſt, attornies bills, and com- 

miſſion, eight per cent. for his money. 
As 


— 
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As I travel much in my dominions, I 


have become acquainted with a variety of 


circumſtances, and likewiſe with the ſitua- 
tion of Sileſia. This induced me to order 
my miniſter of ſtate, Carmer, to endea- 
vour to remedy the above-mentioned evil 
by a general provincial bank, and it has 
anſwered my beſt expectations. The nobles 
in Sileſia were at that time in debt to the 


amount of 10 millions of dollars, and in 


the ſhort time elapſed. fince its eſtabliſh» 
ment, they have paid off 699,000. dollars. 
This example, Gentlemen, you muſt imi- 


tate. It will, certainly do; and I adviſe 


you by all means to unite upon this oc- 
caſion, in order ng ſo deſirable 
an end. 

I for.my bart, fo no Ame in the 
air. but that of the fate. The ſovereign 
and the fate are but one. Ts the ſovereigy 
impoveriſhed, the ſlate muſt aſſiſt bim; and 
are bis nobles * in diſtreſs, the ſovereign 


Germ. die Stände. In a feudal government, the 
exiſtence of the lower order of people depends upon 
the welfare of the nobles.  - | : 

muſt 
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muſt belp them out. No other intereſt, no 
otber- views attuate my conduct, but your 
proſperity. I therefore give it you as my 
advice, to ſtrengthen your credit by a 
cloſer union with one another; and if 
you follow it, you will in future years 
find reaſon to thank me. The proſperity 
of Sileſia is the ſureſt proof of the _—y 
of the regulation I propoſe. 

It is but a poor objection to ſoppeſe 
that a whole province may be entirely 
ruined and laid waſte, as happened in the 
famous war of THIRTY YEARS. It is 
not worth your conſideration ; for if the 
ſky falls, we ſhall catch larks, and the day 
of judgment will make bankrupts of 'us 
all. And ſuppoſing a province to be en- 
tirely ruined, it is then the buſineſs of 
the ſovereign to provide for its relief ; 
For, as I ſaid before, be and his nobles are 
one, and on this account 1 have no ob- 
jection to be your guarantee. With all 
my heart ! 

I promiſe likewiſe never to meddle with 
your province, and to continue to pay 
. five per cent. for the money I have in 

hand. 
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hand®, I leave it to you either to lower 
the interelt, or to continue it as at preſent. 
If you chuſe that I return the capital, I 
can eaſily do it; but I think there are 
many , monied men who will be glad to 
lend the province their money, which will 
be more advantageous for you. All this 
I leave to your diſcretion ; and only ad- 
viſe you to follow the example of Sileſia, 
where the inſtitution flouriſhes, and where, 
as I have ſaid before, they have n 
paid off 600,000 dollars. 
You will be able to know 3 
ſtances of your province at one view, if 
you firſt have all eſtates valued, in the 
ſame manner that my Domains are valued, 
by which means you will come at their 
exact worth, and know how they may be 
improved (which is, conſidering their pre- 
ſent bad management, very practicable) ; 
and then examine accurately all regiſtries 


By this reine it appears, that the king, pro- 
bably to accommodate the rich nobles of Churmarek, 
had taken up money of them upon intereſt. As his 
treaſuty was always full, neceſſity could not have 
obliged him to it, 


SS” 
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of mortgages, contracted either with, or 
without the conſent of thoſe in remainder, 
or reverſion *, 
As you are under the feudal conſtitution, 
as regulated in the year 1723, I would ad- 
viſe you to admit of all mortgages contract- 
ed without the conſent of the reverſioners 
to the preſent time, but in future only of 
ſuch as have this conſent, according to 
fendal law. If you at once agree to 
this, you will be at a greater certainty in 
regard to your future conduct; you will 
then, by an accurate valuation of the 
eſtates, and their annual produce, and by 
a ſtrict enquiry into all exiſting mortgages, 
ſet the true ſtate of -the debit and credit 
of your province, and this is indiſpen- 
fably requiſite to be done; otherwiſe time 
will be needleſsly waſted, and nothing to 
the purpoſe performed. I will then wil- 
lingly be your guarantee. 
You will likewiſe, I preſume, find by 
the regiſtries, that the eſtates of ſome 


Germ. Agnates. According to the feadal law, 
no mortgage is valid without their concurrence. 


noblemen 


cn 
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noblemen are irretrievably mortgaged. 

Where this is the caſe, I will procure 

them the ſum of 3 or 400,000 dollars, at 

4 per cent. or leſs intereſt ; and they may 

apply the difference of intereſt to the 

eſtabliſhment of a perpetual finking fund, 
5 


His Majeſty then propoſed to ne- 
gotiate a capital to this amount 
among the nobles of Eaſtfrieſland, 
but was of opinion, that it 
would be better to find out ſome 
other method, by which the 
intereſt might not be paid to 
foreigners. He then conti- 
nued : 


It will then become the duty and in- 
tereſt of the nobles, who in a body are 
guarantees of the inſtitution, to ſee to it, 
that thoſe who are in debt manage their 


eſtates well, and do not ruin the woods ; 


that they keep their fields in good cultiva- 
tion, and attend to their cattle, as is done 
in Sileſia. | 

F 2 There 
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There is ſtill another point of great im- 
portance to be conſidered. When a noble- 
man is incapable of paying his debts, and 
his eſtates are ſequeſtred, and his income 
applied by a court of juſtice to the be- 
nefit of his creditors ; they are commonly 
ruined by ill management ; and when they 
are at laſt ſold; they generally fetch ſeveral 
thouſand dollars leſs than their real value; 
the owner gets nothing at all; and many 
creditors go likewiſe empty handed, and 
loſe both capital and intereſt. This en- 
tirely ruins the credit of landed ſecurity, 
for which cauſe the nobles muſt be par- 
_ ticularly watchful in caſes of ſequeſtra- 
tion; they muſt take care that the eſtate 
is well farmed, carefully managed, and all 
creditors ſatisfied. 

It is now your buſineſs, jointly to deli- 
berate upon this ſubje& ; and if you wiſh 
for the aſſiſtance of the counſellors of my 
courts in valuing your eſtates, let me 
know it by letter. You are now in poſ- 
ſeſſion of my ideas. I ſhall not meddle 
with the conſtitution of your province, 
but leave it untouched ; but to lower 


the 


ps OP 
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the legal intereſt at preſent to 4 per cent. 
according to your requeſt, is by no means 
expedient. When more money is offered 
for loan than is wanted ; when mortgage- 
bonds * become current; when monied 
men are at a loſs where to place their ready 


caſh, then they will of courſe rather lend 


at 4 per cent. than ſee their money lie 
dead upon their hands. But violent mea» 
ſures are totally inapplicable . 


* The provincial banks advance money to the pro- 
prietors of eſtates upon mortgage-bonds for different 
ſums, from 50 dollars to any larger amount. Theſe 
bonds are negotiable like our bank notes, and anſwer 
the ſame purpoſe. But as they are not iſſued in any 


very conſiderable numbers, they are often difficult to 


be got, and therefore frequently bear a premium. 

+ The amazing knowledge of the King of Pruſfa 
in the abſtruſe ſpeculations of money and intereſt, he 
bad in a great meaſure acquired by his cloſe ſtudy of 
Hume's political eſſays. This work he much ad- 
mired, and always mentioned with warm approba- 
tion, This knowledge enabled him to render very 
eſſential ſervices to the nations he governed; and it 
were to be wiſhed, that thoſe who are likely to have 
ſeats in either of the houſes of our parliament, would 
not think the works of Monteſquieu, Hume, and 
particularly of Mr, Adam Smith, beneath their at- 
tention, | 


F 2 By 
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By theſe means I wiſh to preſerve my 
nobility. from ruin, and eſpecially thoſe 
who are in narrow circumſtances. Now, 
when you return home, lay theſe propo- 
ſals before the reſt of the nobility, and 
then make your own arrangements, I 
have merely given you my advice; you 
may do more or leſs according to your 
own judgments; and if you ſhould hit 
upon any thing more to the purpoſe, I 
ſhall be glad of it. 

But all the nobles muſt join as one 
man, and undertake the buſineſs with 
united powers. I will be your guarantee, 
and have no doubt but that the rich and 
opulent nobles will likewife be your gua- 
rantees ; nor need they entertain the leaſt 
ſcruple, as I am gnarantee both for them 
and you. 

I now diſmiſs the deputies; and you 
may, gentlemen, return home this very 
day, and then conſider, with the reſt of 
the nobles, the beſt means of bringing the 


buſineſs about. 


- . 


Extract of his Majeſty's Speech to the 
Deputies of Pomerania, held in the 


Year 1780, as given by the Preſident 


von Schoening, who was preſent, 


* 


GENTLEMEN! come a little nearer! 
I mean to ſpeak to you in the character 
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. 


of your beſt friend. You have applied to 


me for the eſtabliſhment of a provincial 
bank. I am very willing to aſſiſt you, 
for I love the Pomeranians as my own 
brothers; it is impoſſible to have a ſin- 
cerer affection for them than I have: they 
are brave men; they have both in peace 
and in war afliſted me; in the defence of 
my country their lives and properties have 
been at my ſervice; and ſhould I omit 
this opportunity of teſtifying my grati- 
tude, I ſhould forfeit my claim to the 
title and the feelings of a man, 


The Monarch ſpoke theſe words 
with a captivating warmth, His 
heart was ſo full of .affeQtion for 

F 4 his 
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his country, and he, as well as 
we all were ſo moved, that he 
pauſed, in order, as it ſeemed, 
to indulge his feelings for a 
few moments, He then con- 
tinued: | 


But firſt of all you muſt let me have 
an authentic certificate from the debt- 
book of your province, ſtating the amount 
of your debts. The neighbouring circles 
muſt be included, and alſo Luenberg and 
Buetow, which are in future reckoning 
to the province of Pomerania; and it 
is your advantage to extend the regulation 
to as many as poſſible. When this is 
done, I ſhall commiſſion my two mi- 
niſters, Carmer and Goerne, to make the 
neceſſary regulations for you. They have 
been employed in this buſineſs. in Silefia 
and Churmarck, and are therefore well 
verſed in it. Your deputies you muſt 
| ſend to Berlin; and chuſe men, who are 
not only maſters of the ſubject, but who 
are intimately acquainted with the ſtate 

and 
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and circumſtances. of the province, and 
the neighbouring circles. 

The great utility of the regulation is 
not immediately perceptible ; but in two 
or three years time you will infallibly diſ- 

cover it, by the great advantages it will 
produce. I will likewiſe affiſt you as far 
as I poſſibly can. At preſent, I cannot 
advance many hundred thouſand dollars“; 
the expences of a war are very great and 
uncertain ; and beſides this, the great da- 
mages done to my ſubjects by the floods, 
have drained my treaſury conſiderably, 
But in Berlin alone there are about 
1,200,000 dollars lying dead and unem- 
ployed, which will be heartily at your 
ſervice, as ſoon as your credit is firmly 
eſtabliſhed, This will be an advantage 
both to the monied men and to you. 

The - nobles of Sileſia were entirely 
ruined by the war; but by this regula» 
tion they have recovered themſelves again, 
and the ſame is the caſe in Churmarck. 


* This ſpeech was made juſt after the war oe- 
caſioned by the difputed Bavarian ſucceſſion, 


I found 


Arg oo 
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I found at firſt great oppoſition, as many 
found themſelves deprived of the liberty 


of living and ſpending their eſtates as they 


pleaſed : but no one who has ready money 
is in the leaſt reſtrained, and. he may 
ſquander it, and throw it away as he 
pleaſes. But in regard to landed eſtates, 
the nobles watch one another, and take 
care that none ſuffer their eſtates to go to 
decay, or to entire ruin. This is of very 
eminent uſe, as it preſerves the nobility, 
which to me is a matter of the greateſt 
importance, and upon which the very 
exiſtence of my army depends *. All of 
the nobility certainly cannot ſerve in a 
military line; ſome muſt ſtay at home, 
and mind their families. Others I muſt 
employ as miniſters of ſtate, and preſidents 
of my courts ; and in this laſt view ] do not 
in the leaſt care whether they are rich or 
poor, as merit alone determines ny choice. 
It has often occurred, that a poor 
nobleman has acquired great riches in my 


* Almoſt all the officers of the Pruffian army are 


taken from the nobility, and no commiſſions are ſold, 


2s is the practice in our army, 


ſervice. 
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ſervice. For inſtance: General Tauen- 
zien, who was not worth any thing, and 
has now a fortune of at leaſt 1 50, ooo 
dollars. The late Field-Marſhal Schwerin 
has often told me, that when his father 
ſent him to Breſlau to ſeek his fortune, 
he gave him one dollar, and at the ſame 
time a box on the ear, with thefe words, 
* This bear from no one elſe.” * And you 
all know how ſplendid a fortune he ac- 
quired in my ſervice. Many have like- 
wiſe become rich by a good and careful 
management of their eſtates, eſpecially in 
Sileſia; and in Pomerania, great advan- 
tages might be derived from the Sileſian 
method, eſpecially in the breeding of 
ſheep and other cattle. 

I am likewiſe very willing to appro- 
priate, as long as I live, a fixed annual 
ſum to the melioration of the province; 
and ſuch gentlemen as have been promiſed 
ſums of money in this view, and have 
not yet received them, ſhall not be diſ- 
appointed. The death of M. von Bren- 


* « Dieſes leide von leinem weiter.“ 


kenhof, 
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kenhof, ſhall make no. alteration in this 
reſpet. Ir is of no conſequence, whether 
' at my death I leave a million or two more 
oer leſs in my treaſury, provided that during 
' my life time, I ſpend them for the benefit 
and improvement of my country. 
His Majeſty then ſeemed to make 
a motion to retire. We returned 
him our moſt humble and warm- 
. eſt thanks, which we wanted 
words to expreſs, and requeſted 
that he would in future protect 
us. He then graciouſly diſmiſſed 
us. The audience laſted above 
an hour, | 


The deputies were, 
General Count von Bork, 
Baron von Luckſtedt of Hohenholz, 
and the Provincial Counſellors von 
Winterfeld, and von Puttkammer. 
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My dear Miniſter of State, M. von Den- 
SCHAU, 8 


THERE is a ſurplus in the provincial 
bank of Churmarck, of 100,000 dollars, 
which has been offered me by the repre- 
ſentatives of that province. As this ſum 
has been entirely levied upon that province, 


I think it ought to be applied ſolely for 


the benefit of the ſame ;* and in this view IL 


have had the following idea, namely to lend 


this money, at the intereſt of four per cent. 
to the towns whoſe inhabitants live chiefly 


by agriculture, and to ſuch noblemen 


whoſe eſtates cannot bear the expence, to 
enable them to adopt the Engliſh mode of 


The great diſcontents occaſioned in Ireland ſome 
time ago, by a want of the benevolent policy of 
Frederic the Second in the men then in power, will 
be long remembered. A ſurplus in the Iriſh treaſury 
(mirabile dictu ! ) of 3 or 400,000 pounds being diſ- 
covered, it was brought over to England by a king's 
letter. For fear of ſimilar diſturbances in future, it 
has been found neceſſary, effectually to guard againſt 
any ſuch dangerous ſurplus, by an ingenious contri- 
vance, known by the name of the Penſion Lift. 


tillage 3 


W ANECDOTES or THE LATE, &c. 


tillage ; and the intereſt of this money 1 
would wiſh to be applied towards increa- 
ſing the falaries of country ſchool- 
maſters, thereby to encourage them to 
pay more attention to the education of 
the youth under their care. I defire you 
therefore to give me your opinion upon 
this ſubject; and in caſe you differ from 
me in opinion, to make your own pro- 
poſals for the accompliſhment of my ideas 
upon the ſubject. This I expect you to 


And am, &c. BI 
Potſdam, . FREDERIC, 
June 9, 1771+ 53 


His Majeſty's wiſhes, in regard to the 
application of this money, were ac- 
compliſhed. The ſum of 100,000 
dollars was augmented to- double 
the amount; and at the preſent 
moment, the ſchoolmaſters enjoy 
the adyantage of it. 
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N the years 1730 and 1731, the late 


1 King of Profiia- reſided at Ciiſtrin, 


by order of his father Frederic William 
the Firſt, and attended the ſeſſions of the 
board of domains at that place. The preſi- 
dent was ordered to treat him upon an equa- 
lity with every other member of the board, 


and to inſiſt upon the ſame attendance and 
duty from him which he expected from the 
reſt. But as the preſident could not al- 


ways forget that this young member of 
| 9 his 
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| his board might ſoon become his king, 
be frequently connived at him, when 
inſtead of liſtening to the deliberations 
of the board, he was employed in reading 
ſome French novel, or in drawing cari- 
catures of his colleagues, placing one 
upon a tun, giving another horns, or a 
pack of cards, &c. &c. But notwith- 
ſtanding this ſeeming inattention, he here 
laid the foundation of that knowledge in 
affairs of revenue and finance, from the 
application of which his dominions de- 
rived ſuch great e nog 


FitLD-MARSHAL von Grumkow, care- 
fully 'preferved a letter written to the 
father of the late king, which accompa- 
nied three reports from the board of war 
and domains in Newmark. Two of theſe 
the young prince had made ontand written 
with his own hand, the third was only 
figned by him. 

The king returned the euer, =o. — 
written in the margin: 


hs « F ritz 


* kk. hs | we | ie. 4 
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« Fritz * muſt do more than merely 


te ſign his name, he * do the work 
« himſelf.” 


DURING the ſtay of the prince at 
Cüſtrin, he conceived a very warm af- 
fection for the preſident of the provincial 
court, M. von Münchow. The day be- 
fore he left this place of his exile, he 
had a long confidential converſation with 
him; and the preſident, among other 
things, aſked him, how he intended, upon 
his acceſſion to the throne, to treat thoſe 
men, who by having been ſo maliciouſly 
buſy in promoting the diſſenſions between 
him and his father, had been the cauſe of 
ſo much trouble to him? © I intend,” 
laid the prince, ** to heap fiery coals upon 
* their heads.” This he did; for when 


* Fritz, is a familiar abbreviation of Frederic. 
The late king was always called ſo by his father. 
Many of his ſoldiers, who had ſerved him in moſt of 
his campaigns, took the liberty of calling him fo like- 
wiſe ; and he had no 2 to their honeſt fami- 


liarity. | 
G he 
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he in the year 1740 mounted the throne, 
he made no diſtinction between the fami- 

lies of his greateſt enemies, if he thought 
them worthy of preferment, and of thoſe 
who had not meddled in the buſineſs, 


WHILE the late king was in exile 
at Cüſtrin, his affable diſpoſition ac- 
quired him a great number of very warm 
friends, for whom he retained a particular 
affection. Among theſe were the preſi- 
dent of the provincial court, M. von 
Münchow; lieutenant-general and gover- 
nor M. von Lepel; counſellor of war M. 
Hanf, and Baron von Birkholz. Their 
friendſhip, ſhown him in this time of his 
diſgrace, was amply rewarded by him. The 
ſon of Münchow he made miniſter of 
ſtate, created him a count, and a knight 
of the order of the Black Eagle. Hanf 
died as counſellor of the ſupreme board 
of revenue, and M. yon Birkholz was 
made preſident of the provincial. court of 

Newmark, When M. von Schoening pro- 

8 — 
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poſed this laſt gentleman to ſupply the 
place of M. von Rothenburg, whoſe in- 
firmities obliged him to reſign, the fol- 
lowing converſation took place; which is 
an inſtance both of the good memory, 
and of the generoſity of the king. KING. 
Did not this Birkbolz marry a daughter of 
Miinchow ? SCyogEnING. Yes, Sire, a 
daughter of your miniſter of ſtate. King. 
1 know it; be has then a large fortune. 
SCHOENING, No, Sire, he is in narrow 
circumſtances: Kine. Then I ſuppoſe be 
has. diffipated his fortune. SCHOENING: 
T his is not the reaſon, Site; the Ruſſians 
have ruined his eſtates. Kino. Se / then 


he fr and ſhall have the prefidency.” 


— 


i 
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FREDERICII. when prince of Pruſſia 
was as paſſionately fond of the chace as 
his father. It was part of his duty; as 4 
member of the board of domains at Ciaſ- 
trin, to travel annually through the towns 
and country ſubject to the controul of his 
board, Upon theſe tours he made uſe of 
G 2 an 
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an open carriage, in which he conveyed 
fire arms ready loaded ; and whenever he 
happened to eſpy any game, he imme- 
diately converted a journey of buſinefs 
into a ſhooting party. Upon ſuch an 
occafion he once chanced to drop a glove ; 
and in attempting to take it up again, he 
touched the trigger of a gun in fach a 
mariner, that it went off, and diſcharged 
its contents cloſe by his ear through his 
Hat. Full of the idea how fatal this ac- 
eident might have been to him, he leapt 
from the carriage, broke the gun to 
pieces againſt a tree, and ſwore a ſolemn 
oath, tl:at he never in future would diſ- 
charge a gun in the purſuit of this his 
favourite amuſement. This vow he never 
broke; and had the German princes in 
general followed his example, the peaſants 
would have leſs reaſon to complain of the 
deſtruction of their fields and fences, and 
of the ruin of their harveſts. | 

The ſentiments of the King of Pruſſia, 
in regard to hunting, appear ſtrongly from 
the following paper, written with his 
own hand: | 
_ « The 
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„The chace, ſays he, is one of 


the moſt ſenſual of pleaſures, by which 
the powers of the body are ſtrongly exerted, 


but thoſe of the mind remain unemployed. 


It confiſts in a violent exertion of deſire in 
the purſuit, and the indulgence of a cruel 
pleaſure in the death of the game. It is 
an exerciie which makes the limbs ſtrong, 
active, and pliable ; but leaves the head 
without improvement. I am convinced, 
that man is more cruel and ſavage, than 
any beaſt of prey; we-exerciſe the domi- 
nion given us over theſe our wretched 
fellow - creatures, in the -moſt - tyrannical 
manner. If we pretend to any ſuperiority 
over the beaſts, it ought certainly to con- 
ſiſt in reaſon; but we commonly find, 
that the moſt paſſionate lovers of the 
chace renounce this privilege, and con- 
verſe only with their dogs, their horſes, 
and other irrational animals, This ren- 
ders them wild and unfeeling ; and it is 
highly probable that they cannot be very 
merciful to the human ſpecies. For a 
man vrho can in cold blood torture a poor 
innocent animal, cannot feel much com- 


93 paſſion 


866 ANECDOTES or Tur Latz 


Paſſion for the diſtreſſes of his own ſpe- 
cies. And beſides, can the chace 
be a proper employment for a thinking 
mind?“ 

«.A Musen may l be al- 
lowed this pleaſure, provided he indulges 
it with moderation, and for the purpoſe 
of relaxing his mind from the many ſe- 
rious and often diſagreeable exertions he 
is neceſſarily engaged in. It would be 
unjuſt to deny a prince every ſpecies of 
recreation. But can a monarch enjoy a 
greater pleaſure, than that ariſing from a 
wiſe and benevolent government, from the 
proſperity of his dominions, and from the 
encouragement and protection of every uſe- 

ful art and ſcience? A monarch who finds 
ö higher pleaſures neceſſary to his happineſs, 
| 3s much to be pitied. 2 


FRED ERIC had ſcarce mounted the 
throne, when ſeveral inhabitants of Rup- 
- Pin waited. upon him, and requeſted the 
payment of very conſiderable ſums, which 

they 
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they had lent him when prince of Pruſſia, 
and under the diſpleaſure of his father. 


He at. firſt refuſed to pay them, and ſaid, 


they had acted wrong in having lent him 
any money in the ſituation he was then in, 
„ This,” they anſwered, ©* we cannot 
deny; but your Majeſty will certainly 
« highly diſapprove of our conduct in 
« refuſing to pay our creditors, which is 
« entirely out of our power, unleſs your 
« Majeſty graciouſly reſolves to aſſiſt us. 
The king was ſtruck with the anſwer; 
paid their demands; nd} in the courſe of 
his reign gave the town ſeveral proofs of 
his favour, 


— 
y i 


SOON after his coronation,” he pro- 
nounced the following memorable words, 


which were ' afterwards publicly made 


known throughout his dominions: *“ 7 
will, that whenever in future my perſonal 
intereſt ſeems to claſh with the general good 
of my ſubjefts, the latter fool away fu 
perfect the former.” | 
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THE firſt act after his acceſſion to 
the throne, by which Frederic deſerved 
the gratitude of his ſubjects, was the 
meaſures he took to prevent a general 
famine. The ſevere winter of 1740 had 
occaſioned a very great ſcarcity of corn 
throughout his dominions, and many diſ- 
tricts began already to ſuffer by hunger, 
The king immediately ordered all his 
magazines to be opened, reduced the 
eſtabliſhed perquiſite of the miller one- 
half,“ and by theſe means a general ſcar- 
city was ſoon prevented. In June, 1740, 
He ordered 800,000 buſhels of corn to be 
imported into Pomerania from his Pruſſſan 
dominions, and he then ſold it to the poor 
at the rate of twenty groſchen per buſhel. + 


The miller was entitled by law to two pecks of 


corn out of every ſack, in lieu of payment. In 
king reduced his allowance to one peck, 


+ Twenty groſchen is about 2s. 11d. When 3 
buſhel of corn is ſold for twenty-four groſchen (about 
38. 4d.) it is thought tolerably cheap, and the in- 
duſtrious poor can well afford to pay for it at that 
price. : ad 22 
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He likewiſe ordered magazines to be erect- 
ed in every part of his dominions, in 
which corn was laid up in years of plenty, 


and ſold again in times of ſcarcity-or fa- 


mine, at the prime coſt. The dreadful 
famine in the years 1970 and 1771, is 
ſtill in every body's. memory. During 
this calamity, the ſubjects of Frederic II. 
had not only corn ſufficient for their own 

ſybſiſtence, but were able to Topps f uu 
e 


. 4 "I. 
A741 


FREDERIC II. had the moſt ducks 


ful regard for his mother as long as ſhe 
lived. This was particularly evident on 
days of ceremony or feſtivity at court. 
Nothing could exceed the reſpectful at- 
tention he publicly paid her upon theſe 
occaſions. 


| Notwithſtanding the cruel and unjuſt 


treatment he ſuffered from his father, he 
derer forgot or neglected the filial reſpect 


* 10 Saxony, and the netfdbburtog provinces, 
many hundred people died for hunger. 
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and duty he owed him. His Memoirs of 
Brandenburg afford, in the life of his 
father, many proofs of this regard. The 
following anecdote ſhews how much he 
reſpected his memory. He heard acci- 
dentally that there ſtill lived in Potſdam 
a.very old invalid, who had ſerved under 
his grandfather Frederic the Firſt. He 
accordingly ordered his chamberlain to 
bring the old man to court. At the time 
appointed the invalid appeared at the 
palace, clean and very decently dreſſed, and 
was introduced. The king aſked him 
a great variety of queſtions; enquired 
into the details of the battles and cam- 
paigns in which he had been preſent; in 
what regiments, and under what generals 
he had at different times ſerved ; and made 
a number of fimilar enquiries, to all 
which the invalid returned very ſatisfactory 
anſwers. The king ſeemed very well 
pleaſed: with the old man, and entered 
into a long and familiar converſation with 
him. At laſt the honeſt veteran became 
ſo bold and talkative, that without being 
aſked, he. began as follows: Now [I 
4 * am 
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*« am talking of that, I can't help telling 
* your majeſty a comical joke we once 
* had when your majeſty's father was 
«« prince of Pruſſia, I happened then to 
ebe one of his ſuite. - One day he took 
« a trip to Potſdam with the prince of 
« Deſſau; and as we got to Zählendorf, 
« we found a cowherd lying faſt aſleep by 
* the road fide; and for the fake of fun, 
* and a deviliſh good joke it was, we cut 
* off the tails of all his cows.” —<* Oh!” 
faid the king, with a ſtern countenance, 
* that is not true of my father; and 
immediately turning about, he ordered his 
chamberlain, who ſtood by, to give the 
man ten dollars, and left the aſtoniſh- 
ed and perplexed invalid, whoſe indiſcre- 
tion 1n telling a circumſtance unfavourable 
to the late king's humanity, probably de- 
prived him of a comfortable proviſion. _ 


bi 


FRED ERIC diſliked all unneceſſary 


form and ceremony; and whenever the 


About 11. 138. 4d. 
; | | nature 
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nature of circumſtances made a degree of 
ceremonious pomp neceſſary, he ſeemed to 
feel himſelf uneaſy in the part he had to 
act. Upon his acceſſion to the crown, it 
was requiſite that he ſhould receive the 
homage of his ſubjects in the capitals of 
his different dominions. The Marquis 
d'Argens accompanied him upon this tour; 
and had the honour of inſtructing the king 
in the ceremonial of the ſolemnity. After 
having received the homage of his Pruffian 
dominions at Königſberg, he aſked the 
marquis, whether he had not performed 
his part well? Very well indeed, replied 
the marquis; but I know one who did it 
Mill better. And who was that ? ſaid the 


king. Louis the Fifteenth, anſwered the 


marquis. Oh! faid the king, and I can 
tell you who performs it better than either 
of us, and that is, Baron the Player. 


|" 


* —— 


— — 


BARON von Pöllnitz is well known 
in Germany by his hiſtorical works. He 
had been in the ſervice of the grandfather 
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of Frederic the Second, and continued at 
the court of Berlin till the year 1744, 
when he defared his diſmiſſion from the 
place he then held as maſter of the cere- 
monies, and manager of the royal theatre, 
in order to marry a rich widow in one o 
the free imperial cities. He was a man 
of wit and humour; and though the king 
never placed any confidence in him, he 
loved his company. His diſmiſſion was 
granted and dictated by the king himſelf, 
and is perhaps the only letter of diſmiſſion 
of the kind ever drawn up. It contains a 
prophetic oy of his life, and . is as 
follows : | 

In "peck to make ſure of the rich 
Ne we Pöllnitz turned Roman Catholic 
for the ſecond or third time. The match 
however did not ſucceed; and the poor 
baron was left without money, and quite 
deſtitute. He then wrote to the king from 
Norimberg, requeſting to be reinſtated in 
his former poſt, But the king anſwer 
ed and ſaid, I do not care a ſtraw, whe- 
* ther you are a Roman Catholic, or a Pro- 


"AG. but I will take you again into 


66 my 


* 


94 ANECDOTES or THE LATE 


* my ſervice, on condition that you turn 
« Jew, and are circumciſed.” 

It ſeems that Pöllnitz wiſhed for a more 
honourable letter of diſmiſſion, and the 
following conge was accordingly ſent 
him. 8 

* We, Frederic the Second, by the 
grace of God, &c, &c.— to all whom 

this 


* It may perhaps not be diſagreeable to the reader, 
to ſce the original of this curious compoſition, and 1 
here inſert it at length, as dictated by the king. 

Nous Frederic, &c. &c.— ſavoir faiſons par les pre: 
ſentes, que le Baron de Pöllnitz, natif de Berlin, et 
autant qu'il nous eſt connu; ne des parens honetes 
gentilhomme de chambre de feu notre pere de glori- 
euſe memoire; comme auſſi au ſervice de la Ducheſle 
d'Orleans dans la meme qualite, Colonel a celui 
d*'Eſpagne, Capitaine de Cavallerie dans P Armiee du 
feu Empereur, Camerier de Pape, Chambellan du Due 
de Brunſwic, Enſeigne au ſervice de Duc de Weimar, 
Chambellan à celui du feu Notre Pere de bien heureuſe 
memoire, et en dernier lieu Grand-Maitre des Cere- 
monies au Notre; fe voyant comme inonde et em- 
porte par le torrent des emplois militaires les plus ho- 
norables, et des plus eminentes charges de la cur; 
qui ſueceſſivement ont plii ſur ſa perſonne, las du 
monde, et entrainẽ par les mauvais examples du nou- 
veau Chambellan Montaulieu, qui peu de tems avatiit 

| | loi 
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this may concern, ſend greeting. Be it 

known- unto you by theſe preſents, - that 
| | | Baron 

44-0685 41 | 

lui, a deſerts la cour: le dit Baron de Pöllnitz a re- 

cherchẽ et tres humblement a ſuppliẽ de lui accorder 

en grace un conge honnete pour le maintien de fa 

bonne reputation et renommee. 

Deferant dont a ſa demande, et ne jugeant a propos 
de refuſer a ſa bonne conduite le temoignage dont il 
nous a requis, vu les importans ſervices qu'il a rendu 
a notre cour royale par ſes plaiſanteries, et les amuſe- 
mens qu'il a procurẽ a Notre Pere defunct, I'eſpace 
de neuf ans; nous n'avons du nous empecher de de- 
clarer a la gloire du Baron, et declarons que pendant 
tout le tems qu'il a paſſe a notre ſervice, il n'a ẽtẽ ni 
voleur de grand chemin, ni coupeur de bourſe, ni em- 
poiſonneur, qu'il n'a point ravi et viole des jeunes filles, 
calomnie groſſierement, ou porte la moindre atteinte 
a Phonneur, de qui que ce ſoit a Notre Cour; mais 
qu'il geſt toujours conduit en-gallant-homme, et con- 
yenable a ſon origine, n'ayant jamais fait qu'un 
ulage honete des talens que le ciel lui a accordes pour 
atteindre au but de theatre, .qui eſt a repreſenter 
agreablement et plaiſaimment le ridicule des hommes, 
enfin de les en corriger par la. 

De meme il a toujours ſuivi tres ſincerement le 
conſeil de Bacchus, quant a 1a moderation et la ſo- 
brietẽ, et pouſſe la charite Chretienne juſqu? a faire 
pratiquer aux paiſans cette maxime de I'Evangile 
micux vaut donner gue refevoir: il poſſedoit encore 

parfaitement 
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Baron von Pöllnitz of Berlin, born (as 
far as we know) of honeſt parents, page 
of the bedchamber to our late grandfather 
of glorious memory ; likewiſe in the ſame 


parfaitement les anecdotes de nos chatteaux, et mai- 
ſons de plaiſance et particulierement les liſtes de nos 
vieux meubles, et favoit de reſte, par ſes merites ſe 
rendre utile et ſerviable aupres de ceux, qui con- 
noiſſoĩent la mechancetẽ de ſon eſprit, et le peu de 
bonte de ſon coeur. 

Nous rendons de plus temoignage au dit Baron, 
qu'il ne nous a jamais fait mettre en colere, fi ce 
neſt lorſque ſon importunite paſſant toutes les bornes 
du reſpect, effuioit de profaner et de diſhonorer les 
cendres des nos glorieux ancetres, d'une maniere in- 
digne et inſupportable. 

Mais comme dans les plus belles contrees on ren- 
contre des- lieux incultes et ſteriles, que les plus 
beaux corps ont leurs deformites, et les tableaux des 
plus grandes peintres leurs defauts ; nous voulons bien 
auſſi pardonner au dit Baron ſes fautes et defauts, et 
nous lui accordons par la preſente, quoiqu” a regret, 
le conge qu'il a ſolicits, voulons au ſurplus abolir, et 
aboliſſons entierement la charge, qui lui avoit etc 
confiẽ, a fin que la memoire en ſoit pour jamais 
efface parmi les hommes, ne croyant pas que perſonne 
ſoit digne de remplir la dite charge apres le ſurdit 
Baron. | 

Donne a Potſdam, FREDERIC. 

le tier d Avril 1744+ | 


character 
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character in the ſervice of the ducheſs 
of Orleans, colonel in the Spaniſh ſer- 
vice, captain of horſe in the army of 
the late emperor, chamberlain to the 
Pope, gentleman of the bedchamber to 
the duke of Brunſwic, enfign in the fer- 
vice of the duke of Weimar, * gentleman 
of the bedchamber to our late father of 
happy memory, and latterly maſter of the 
ceremonies at our court ; finding himſelf 
over-loaden and oppreſſed by the great 
weight of the moſt honourable. military 
employments, and the moſt diſtinguiſhed 
places at court, which have been heaped 
upon his ſingle perſon, tired of this 
world, -and ſeduced by the bad example. 
of our new page of the bedchamber 
Montaulieu, who left our court a ſhort 
time before him ; has requeſted and moſt 
humbly. petitioned us to grant unto him 
an honourable diſmiſſion, which may pre- 
2 2 175 1 15 wy and reputation. 


* A petty prince of Germany, ſane able o ker 
anne _ 


R In 
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In. compliance therefore with this his 
requeſt, as we do not mean to refuſe; the 
teſtimony to his good conduct which 
he craves of us, in conſideration of the 
important ſervices he has rendered our 
court by his drolleries, and of the great 
. amuſement he provided for our late father, 
during the period of nine years, we can- 
not but declare to the honour of the ſaid 
Baron, and do declare herewith, that during 
the time he has been in our ſervice, he 
has neither practiſed the profeſſion of an 
highwayman, nor of a pickpocket, | nor of 
a mixer of poiſons, nor has he (to our 
knowledge) raviſhed or debauched young 
virgins, neither has he baſely calumniated, 
nor thrown the leaſt aſperſion upon the 
character of any perſon belonging to our 
court; but that he has behaved himſelf 
like a man of honour, and as became a 
perſon of his quality, having well em- 
ployed the talent given him by nature, in 
carrying the true aim and intention of 
theatrical repreſentation into effect, which 
is, to expoſe the follies of mankind in 2 

pleaſing 
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pleaſing and agreeable manner; and by that 
means to endeavour to correct them. 

As to his temperance and ſobriety, we 
can teſtify, that he ſcrupulouſly complied 
with the doQtrines of Bacchus. In regard 
to Chriſtian Charity, he ſtrictly adhered - 
to that maxim of the Goſpel, and (at 
leaſt as far as his ſubjects and tenants were 
concerned) inculcated the ſame, that to 
give, is more bleſſed than to receive.” 
Beſides this, his memory was well ſtored 
with all the anecdotes and ſcandal of out 
palaces and coyntry ſeats, he had a perfect 
knowledgaof all our old furniture, and 
eee, e to render himſelf uſeful 
to thoſe, who knew, the perverſeneſs of 
his ſoul, and his want of goodneſs of 
heart. 
We muſt likewiſe teſtify, that the ſaid 
Baron never put us into a paſſion, except 
when he carried his impertinence ſo far 
beyond all bounds of decency, as to pro- 
fane and diſhonour the aſhes of our noble 
anceſtors, in a manner altogether diſgrace- 
ful and inſupportable. 
H 2 But 
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But as the moſt fruitful country 1s 
not without barren and uncultivated ſpots, 
as the moſt beautiful perſon has ſome de- 
formity, and as the work of the beſt 
painter may be ſomewhere faulty; we are 
well inclined to pardon the faults and 
_ failings of the ſaid baron, we grant unto 
him, though with reluctance, the diſmiſ- 
fion he has requeſted of us; and we more- 
over. herewith aboliſh the office hitherto 
occupied by him, that the memory thereof 
may be obliterated among mankind, in- 
aſmuch as we are of opinion, that no one 
is worthy to be inveſted with the fame, af- 
ter its having bare filled by the ſaid r 


Given at Potſdam, FRED . RI c. 
April I, 1744+ 3 


It ſeems that after the diſmiſſion of 
baron Pöllnitz, he either wrote or ſpoke 
very diſreſpectfully of the king, and among 
others made uſe of the expreflion, ** that 
he would rather tend a herd of ſwine, than 
be in the ſervice of a great prince. He 
bowever heartily repented having left the 
| eic of ſo good a maſter, and ſent the 
king 
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king an hiſtorical work he had written, 
and at the fame time a letter, requeſting 
his opinion of- the book, and praying to 
be reinſtated in his former office. 

The king anſwered his letter, in as far 
as related to his book, with his own hand, 
cenſuring many parts of the work with 
great freedom; but as the letter itſelf can- 
not be intereſting to the Engliſh reader 
(2s the book to which it relates is not 
tranſlated into our language) I ſhall not 
trouble him with the peruſal of any part 
of it but the concluſion, which proceed- 
ing from the pen of an unlimited monarch 
to a man who had groſsly offended him as 
a ſubject, though he might perhaps claim 
his regard as an author, is well worth 
recording. 

* « Now and then you are too prolix in 
your deſcriptions of particular ceremonies 
and of trifling incidents, the details of 
which can intereſt nobody. Theſe paſ- 
H 3 _ ſages 


* Et par ci par 14 vous donnez dans le diffus ſur 
le matieres des ceremonies et ſur des details des par- 
ticuliers qui n' intereſſent perſonne, comme j'ai auth 

| | pris 
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ſages I have taken the liberty to mark 
with a pencil in the margin, in. order 
that you may correct or expunge them. 
In ſhort, I wiſh you would either write in 
a more ſerious manner, and upon ſubjects | 
of real importance, or confine yourſelf to 
anecdote, which is more adapted to your 
naturally gay and lively ſtile, and in which 
you cannot fail of ſucceſs. I do not, how- 
ever, with you to confine yourſelf to my 
judgment alone, but to conſult your friends 
and hear their opinions. 

« Adicu! I wiſh you health and ſpirits, 
and the reſt may be eaſily rectified and put 


in order. 
- FREDERIC.Y 


pris la liberté de le marquer en marginale avec du 
crayon pour que vous puiſſez l'effacer. En un mot, 
ou ecrivez gravement, et mettez plus d'etoffe dans 
votre ouvrage, ou tenez vous en aux anecdotes que 
vous ornerez par votre ſtile naturel, qui et badin et 
enjout: toutefois ne vous en tenez point a mon juge- 
ment, et conſultez vos amis qui pourront vous dire 
leurs ſentiments. | 

Adieu, baron, je vous ſouhaite ſante et vie, et tout 


la reſte ſera facile a redrefler et a faire. 
FREDERIC. 


Then 
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Then follows in another hand, an an- 
{wer to the baron's requeſt, to be reinſtated 
in his office. It is full of reproaches for 
his ingratitude, impertinence and folly, 
and we find by it, that the king, beſides 
many other favours beſtowed upon him, 
had paid the baron's debts to the amount 
of 6000 dollars, and protected him againſt 
the great number of enemies he had made 
by his impertinence and indiſcretion, He 
however agrees to pardon him and ſuffer 
him to return to Berlin; but upon the 
following conditions. 


1ſt. That a proclamation be made 
throughout Berlin, that no one dare, 
under the penalty of 100 ducats, lend 
baron Pollnitz any money, or deliver to 
him any goods upon credit. 

2d. That baron Pollnitz be poſitively 
prohibited from converſing with- any of 
the foreign miniſters, either at their own 
or other houſes, and particularly from 
reporting to them what may be ſaid at 
the king's table, or in other . con- 
verſation at court. 


H 4 zd. That 
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3d. That whenever he ſhall be invited 
to the king's table, and.ſee the reſt of the 
gueſts in a good and tonvivial humour, 
he by all means avoid his uſual illnatured 
habit of putting on the melancholy face of 
a cuckold, but that he endeavour to keep 
up and encreaſe the reigning good humour 
of the company, &c. &c. 

The king had added the following in 

his own hand writing. 

* « If you rather chuſe to feed ſwine 
than ſerve princes, as you have been 
pleaſed to expreſs yourſelf, you \cannot 
long be out of place, and you will find 
employment enough in Weſtphalia with- 
out any aſſiſtance from me.“ 

* Go, you are a miſcreant! and if I fave 
you from the diſtreſs in which your folly 

Si vous aime mieux ſervir des cochons que des 
grands princes, comme vous l'avez dit vous ne pouvez 


manquer de conditions, et vous trouverez en Weſt- 
phalie de employ ſans que vous ayez beſoin de moi. 
Allez, vous etes un indigne, et fi je vous tire de la 
miſere, ou vos follies et vos impertinences.vous ont 
reduit, c'eſt ne que par pitie, car votre conduite me- 
riteroit, que l'on vous enferme entre quatre murailles 
2 jamais. 4 


FREDERIC. 
and 


1 Baron de Pollnits. 
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and impertinence have involved you, I do ĩt 
merely from motives of pity, for by your 
conduct you have deſerved to be confined 
for life within the walls of a dungeon.” 
It ſeems that baron Pollnitz was re- 
called to Betlin, and continued in his 
office as manager of the royal theatre to 
the end of the ſecond Sileſian war, during 
which time he was frequently at court, 
though he never entirely recovered his 
majeſty's favour. 

SEARS Bad bis 


% 
I 


General Walrawe had been con- 
demned to imptiſonment for life, in the 
fortreſs of Magdeburg. During his con- 


* The King of Pruſſia is well known to have been 
an enemy to revealed religion, and to have looked 
upon every part of the books of the Old and New - 
Teſtament, excepting thoſe relating to morality, ot 
probable hiſtorical fact, as the reveties of an heated 
imagination. But notwithſtanding this, he was better 
acquainted with the contents of the ſcriptures, than 


many who make thein their rule of faith, and quoted 
them upon many ocraſions in a ludicrous manner. 
In this inferior ſpecies of wit he was ſuppoſed to ex- 
Al, as the following anecdotes will ſhew. 

33 finement 
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finement he wrote an humble petition to 
the king, which the governor, on account 
of its ſingularity, ſent to his majeſty. It 
contained nothing but the 88th pſalm, 
which to ſave the reader the trouble of 
looking for his bible, and finding the 
place, I ſhall inſert at length. 

1 O Lord God of my ſalvation, I have 
cried day and-night before thee : | 

2 Let my prayer come before thee: in- 
cline thine ear unto my cry; 

3 For my foul is full of troubles; and my 
life draweth nigh unto the grave. 

4 T1 am counted with them that go down 
into the pit: I am as a man oa hath no 
ftrengtb. 

5 Free among the dead, like the flain that 
lie in the grave whom thou remembereſt no 
more: and they are cut off from thy bang. 

6 Thou haſt laid me in the loweſt pit, in 
darkneſs, in the deeps. 

7 Thy wrath lieth hard upon me, and 
thou haſt Micted me with all thy waves. 
Selah. 

8 Thou haſt put away mine acquaintance 
far from me; thou haft made me an alone 
nation 
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nation unto them; I am ſhut up, and I 
cannot come forth. 

g Mine eye mourneth by reaſon of afflic- 
tion: Lord, I have called daily upon thee, 
I have ſtretebed out my bands unto thee. 

10 Wilt thou ſhew wonders to the dead? 
ſhall the dead ariſe and praiſe thee? Selab. 

11 Shall thy loving kindneſs be declared in 
the grave? or thy faithfulneſs in deſtruction? 
12 Shall thy wonders be known in the 

dark? and thy righteoufuef in the land of 

forgetfulneſs? 

13 But unto thee FW! T cried, O 2 : 


and in the morning ſhall my prayer prevent 
thee. 


14 Lord, why caſteſt thou of my ſoul? 
why hideſt thou thy face from me? 
15 1 am affiifted and ready to die from 


my youth up: while 1 ſuffer thy terrors I 
em diſtracted. 


16 Thy fierce wrath goeth over me; ; thy 
terrors have cut me off. 
17 They came round about me daily like 
water; they compaſſed me about together. 
18 Lover and friend baſt thou put far 
from me, and mine acguaintance into dart - 


Refer 3% In 
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In anſwer to this petition, the king or- 
dered immediately the 101ft pſalm to be 
-opied and ſent him, which is as follows: 

1 1 will fing of mercy and judgement: 
unto thee, O Lord, will J jing. 

2 IT will bebave myſelf wiſely in a perfect 
way,' O when wilt thou come unto me! 1 
will walk within my houſe with a per fect 
heart. 

3 T will ſet no | wicked thing before mine 
wes T hate the work of them that turn 
afide: it ſhall not cleave to me. 

4 4 froward heart ſhall depart from me: 
J will not know a wicked perſon. 

5 Whoſe privily flandereth his neighbour, 

bim will I cut off: bim that hath an high 
| Jock, and a proud heart, will not I ſuffer. 

6 Mine eyes (hall be upon the faithful cf 
the land, that they may dwell with me; be 
that walketh in a perfect way, be ſhall 
ſerve me. 

7 He that worketh deteit ſhall not dwell 
within my houſe : he that telleth Ties Jeu 
not tarry in my fight. 

8 I will early defiroy all the wicked of 
the land: that I may cut off all wicked 
deers from the city of the Lord, * A 


6 a— — _—_ —_—— —_— 8 Mr. a. * 1 __ «as 
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'A very young clergyman who had juſt 
left college, preſented a petition to the 
king, requeſting that his majeſty would 
appoint him inſpector“ in a certain place, 
where a vacancy had juſt happened. As it 
was an office of much conſequence, the 
king was offended at the preſumption and 
importunity of ſo young a man, and in- 
ſtead of any anſwer to the petition, he 
wrote underneath: II. Book of Samuel, 
chap, x. verſe 5; and returned it. The 
young clergyman was eager to examine 
the quotation, but to his great diſappoint- 
ment found the words: Tarry at Fericho 
until your beard is grown, 


The Rev. Mr. Kletſchke, chief chap- 


lain to part of the army, requeſted in a 
memorial, that the king would grant him 


8 Inspector, ee . to our 1 he PER 
eſpecially 1 the care of all ſchgols 1 in his diſtrict. 

+ Feld - probſt, Germ. has the ſame degree of au- | 
thority over the chaplain of regiments, that the dean 
Ferdl over the inferior clergy in his dioceſe, 


a right 
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a right to appoint all chaplains to the re- 
giments under his care, and endeavoured 
by many arguments to prove that this 
right more properly belonged to him, 

than to the commanders of the ſeveral re- 
giments. The king in anſwer, wrote un- 
der the memorial: Tour kingdom is not 
of this world. 28 

———ñů ͥ 

The king had ordered piazzas to be 
: erected round the church of St. Nicholas, 
at Potſdam, by which means the lower 
range of windows was entirely covered, 
and the church deprived oſ ſome light. 
The overſeers and churchwardens were 
diſſatisfied, and preſented a memorial to 
the king, requeſting that he would diſ- 
continue the building, and pull down 
what had already been erected. But their 
memorial was returned, and the following 
was Written at the bottom in the king's 


own hand: ** Bleſſed are they who do nat 
ſee, and yet believe. 


The 
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The king obſerved upon a march, that 
one of the chaplains was very well mounted. 
« So,” ſaid he, © that is againſt all rule, 
for it is written: Go, into all the world, 
and teach; and you ride O] replied the 
chaplain, if your majeſty underſtood the 
original, you would find the words, 
« Take care that you get on in this 
world.” — — 


The clergy of Newmark petitioned the 
king, that they might be at liberty to 
levy the tythes of grain in kind, as for- 
merly, and not be obliged to compound 
for tbem in money according to the va- 
luation of the provincial court. The king 
returned them the following anſwer: 
The regulations in regard to the 
* tythe of grain muſt continue as at 
*© preſent ; and if one hundred elergymen 
throw up their benefices on this ac- 
* count to-day, tomorrow I 1 5 
* one thouſand in their room. 
© Soldiers mult have bread; the 1 
** ought to be ſatisfied with heavenly 
4 «© manna; 
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* manna; for their kingdom is not of 
«this world, Peter and Paul never le- 
<<. vied the tythe of grain, and in the 
* whole New Teſtament I find no where 
* an account of the 1 barns, | 


Puſdem, She ; FRED ERIC.“ 
Hr; 125 TE ; | ; 


E OY 
FS ; 44 — 


A clergyman ſent the king a treatiſe he 
had written upon the Sin againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt, and received the following anſwer 
in the king's own hand: | 
our Sin againſt the Holy Gboſt 

« I duly receiyed, and pray God 
that he may have your. ſenſes 
© in his holy keeping, 


FREDERIC.” 


The nobles of Valangin depoſed a clergy: 
man of the reformed religiop, for having 
preached againſt eternal damnation, The 
e e applied to * king for redreſs, 


Who 


b 
b 
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who immediately iſſued an order, com- 
manding them to replace the clergyman 
in his benefice, and to act in future in a 
more tolerant and rational manner. In 
conſequence of this, the nobles preſented 
a long remonſtrance, in which they in 
the moſt ſubmiſſive language inſiſted upon/ 
their right to depoſe the clergyman, and 
poſitively refuſed to reinſtate him, as the 
people were determined to hear nothing 
faid againſt the doctrine of eternal dam- 
nation. The king, who did not chuſe on 
this occaſion to diſpute their privileges, 
but yet had always a great objection to 
contradict any orders he had ifſued, ſent 
back their remonſtrance with theſe words 
added at the bottom. F my loving ſubjefts 
in Valangin chooſe to be eternally damned, I 
bave nothing to_ſay againſt it.* _ 

"col FREDERIC, 


AMONG other duties enjoined by the 
rules of the capuchin monks, they are 


* Si mes ſujets de Valangin veulent &re damnes 
eterneJlement, je ni trouve rien a redire. 


1 obliged 


— 
N 
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obliged to lend every afliſtance in their 


power, towards quenching any conflagra- 
tion that may happen. In the ſecond 


Sileſian war, the royal palace, which ſtood 
next to the monaſtry of the capuchins, 


was ſet on fire by the enemy and totally 
deſtroyed. When the king afterwards 


came to Breſlau, the monks waited upon 
him to pay their reſpects, and boaſted, 
that they had aſſiſted with all their power 
bg his palace was on fire. I thought 

” ſaid the king, for I {ce it is en- 
ee ER: | p. 


a _—_— „ 


— 


A Man,* who upon his ſertling in the 
king's dominions, had received the uſual 


In order to encreaſe the population of his ſtates, 
which had conſiderably ſuffered by the long and bloody 
wars he carried on, the King of Pruffia invited, by 
conſiderable proffeged advantages, people of all coun- 
tries and denominations to ſettle in his dominions, 
and by this means colonies were every where eſtabliſh- 
ed. The king built for every new coloniſt a ſmall 
houſe, provided them with utenſils of agriculture, or 
trade, and remitted for the firſt ten 1 7. all taxes 


upon their ** and perſons. 


. advantages 
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advantages given to new coloniſts, who 
had had a houſe and cattle provided for 
him, and had been furniſhed with every 
other neceſſary, was diſſatisfied with his 
ſituation, and in hopes to induce the king 
to grant him ſtill more, waited upon him, 
as he travelled through the place, and told 
him that he ſhould leave the country with 
his wife and children, and go where be 
could be much better off, But the king, 
inſtead of encouraging him to ſtay, or 
making him any further promiſes, as he 
expected, replied coolly: © You are 
“ quite in the right there, my good 
e friend, for if I knew a place where I 
* ſhould be better off, than where I am; 
«© I would certainly go there myſelf.” 


THE King of Pruſſia had very ſtrictly 
ordered that no officer ſhould wear any 
dreſs but his uniform. Notwithſtanding 
this, a young officer dreſſed himſelf in a 
plain coat, and walked with a lady in the 
royal gardens at Sans-Souci, as he ſyppoſed 
the king was gone to Potſdam, But ſud- 

I 2 denly, 
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denly, as he turned at the end of a viſta, 
he met the king, who immediately aſked 
him: ] bo are you, fir?” The officer, 
not having even taken the precaution to 
change his ſword, found himſelf at once 
betrayed, but had ſtill preſence of mind 
enough to ſay: ** I am an officer, but am 
here incognito.” The king was pleaſed 
with the anſwer, and ſaid: Then take 
care the king don't ſee you.”—And walked 
on. 


1 | 


THE King was once leaning out of 2 
window in the palace, ,and obſerved 
through an opening between his arm and 
his body, that one of his pages took his 
ſnuff- box from the table, looked at it, 
and at laſt took a pinch. The king 
ſoon after ſhut the window, took the 
ſnuff-box, and aſked the page how he 
liked it? The page was alarmed at the 
queſtion, and for ſome time was unable to 
give an anſwer, but faid at laſt trembling: 
Very much, fire.” * Well then, re- 
| a | "> ied 


- 
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plied the king, take it, it is your's; 
for the uſe of two perſons I think it too 
ſmall.” | 


THE King of Pruſſia had heard that a 
corporal in his regiment of body guards, 
who was well known as a remarkably 
handſome and brave young man, wore out 
of vanity a watch chain, ſuſpended from a 
leaden bullet in his fob. He had the cu- 
rioſity to enquire into the circumſtance 
himſelf, and an opportunity was contrived, 
that the king ſhould meet the corporal as 
by chance, without his ſuſpecting any 
deſign. Apropos, corporal,” ſaid the 
king, you are a brave fellow, to have 
| ** ſpared enough from your pay to buy 
* yourſelf a watch,” Corporal. Brave, I 
flatter myſelf that I am; but as to my 
watch, it is of little fignification.— 
King. (Pulling out @ gold watch ſet 
with diamonds } © By my watch it is five; 
what o'clock are you, pray? Corporal 
{pulling out with trembling hand his bullet) 
My watch tells me neither five nor fix, 
FSH I 3 but 
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but ſhews me clearly the death I am to 


die in your majeſty's ſervice. King. Well 


de then, that you may likewiſe fee the 
* hour among the twelve, in which you 
* are to die in my ſervice, I will give 
% you mine.“ - 


THE advantageous terms granted to the 
King of Pruſſia at the peace of 1763, were 
in a great meaſure obtained by the abilities 
in negociation of that eminent miniſter, 
count von Hertzberg, When after the 
concluſion of the peace, he waited upon 
his majeſty, the king addreſſed him in 

theſe words: My dear Hertzberg, you 
* have concluded the peace, as I have 
conducted the war: One againſt many,” 


GENERAL Winterfeld was, as is well 
| known, one of the firſt generals of the 
late king. He was once ordered upon an 
expedition of great importance, and the 
king promiſed him an army of not lels 
than 40,000 men for the undertaking. 

| But 


KING or PRUSSIA. 119 


But upon muſtering his troops, Winter- 
feld found that there were hardly 12,000 
effective men. He complained, therefore, 
to the king; but Frederic anſwered: 
* Your army is in my opinion ſtrong 
* enough; when I conſider that you are 
Hat the head of it. 3. 15 


THE King marched forward with his 
army, and left general Winterfeld behind 
him. He had already taken leave of the 
general, had mounted his horſe, and rode 
on to a conſiderable diſtance, but ſuddenly 
he turned back, and alighting, he em- 
braced him and ſaid; ** I had almoſt for- 
« gotten to give you the only inſtructions 
* you ſtand in need of: they are, that 
*© you preferve your life, for my ſake.” 
But a few days after the general died upon 
the bed of honour, and the king felt his 
loſs ſeverely. | 


— 
oy 
* 


IN the year 1766, the king ſent a very 
elegant ſet of Berlin porcelain, as a preſent 
14 to 
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to the Imperial general prince Lichten. 
ſtein, and accompanied it with a polite 
letter, in which was the following paſ- 
ſage: The preſent I ſend you is brittle, 
and liable to be eafily deſtroyed: but 
the regard I feel for the merits of fo 
* worthy and eminent a general is ſtrong 
* and can never be effaced.” 


* a 
* 9 1 . * 
# > n 1 9 * 5 - 
& 43 ' _ g 
ry 


IN the year 1757. a party of Pruſſian 
huffars took the courier priſoner, who was 
entruſted with the Imperial diploma, by 
which general Laudon was created field- 
marſhal *. The king immediately ſent it 
to him by a trumpeter, and congratulated 
| him very politely upon his promotion. 


> 4 . + # * 0 
6 0 0 


WH EN the late king of Pruſſia and 
the emperor of Germany met at Neiſſe, 
the principal officers of both ſovereigns 
were invited to a magnificent entertain- 


2 P General-feld-wachtmeiſter, Germ. is a rank un- 
| LEnownin our * 
0 ment, 
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ment. General Laudon was among the 
gueſts, and. ſat down near the bottom of 
the table. But the king of Pruſſia, who 
obſerved it, called to him, and ſaid, 
Come up here, General Laudon, I would 
e always rather ſee you at my fide, than 
$6 oppoſite to me.“ 


* WHEN the famous Chevalier d' Eon 
was firſt difcovered to have aſſumed the 
character of a ſex ſhe had no right to, 
the king joked with the French ambaſſa- 
dor at Berlin upon the ſubject, and among 
others ſaid, ** This is always the caſe 
** with you Frenchmen : when we think 
** we are engaged with a man, we in the 
* end find that we have a woman to deal 
57 with. * | 


* The king of Pruflia, like moſt other wits, very 
frequently ſaid a ſevere thing, when it was by no 
means deſerved. But had any one the courage to 
anſwer it, he ſeldom retained any ill will againſt the 
perſons who took that liberty. This will appear 
from many of the following anecdotes. 


WHEN, 
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WHEN, upon his acceſſion to the 
government of Sileſia, the king received 
the homage of the nobles of that province, 
he created, according to an ancient cuſtom, 
ſeveral new noblemen. 

Some years afterwards, one of theſe 
new-made noblemen rode in the ſuite of 
the king, as he made his annual tour 
through Sileſia, and took care to put him- 
ſelf ſo often in the king's way, that he 
could not but take notice of his impor- 
unity; and aſked him, Pray, Sir, who 

are you? I am, | Sire,” replied the 
nobleman, one of thoſe whom your 
% majeſty, upon receiving the homage 
* of the Sileſian nobles, was pleaſed to 
„ exalt to the rank of noblemen.” 
My firſt experiment then has ſuc. 
ceeded very badly, returned the king. 


AS the king once travelled in Weſt- 
phalia, he came to a ſmall place called 
Schauen. This place, and a ſmall part 


of 
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of the country round it, is a free inde- 
pendent barony of the empire, and belongs 
to the Barons yoh Grote, As the king 
ſtopped to change horſes, the lord of 
the place waited upon him, and addreſſed 
him in a ſpeech, in which he expreſſed 
the ſatisfaction he felt in ſeeing his Pruſſian 
majeſty in bis territories. The king 
ſmiled, and ſaid to one of his ſaite, Foila 
deux ſouverains, qui ſe rencontrent. | 


— 


* — 


A NoBLEMAN preſented a memorial to 
the king, requeſting a favour. In this me- 
morial the nobleman had uſe the ex- 
preſſion, that he was one of the unbappy 
family of . Whether the king 
thought the requeſt improper, or had 
other reaſons for diſpleaſure, is not known; 


but he returned the memorial, and had 


written at the bottom : 


] cannot conceive how the family of 


„ ſhould be unhappy, as they are 
' all rjch and api. 


IN 


\ 
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IN a ſmall town through which the 
king of Pruſſia travelled, the burgo- 
maſter (whoſe name was Dederic) waited 
upon him, and began a ſet ſpeech with 
theſe words : | 


Thou demi-god, great Frederic! 


The king ſtopped him ſhort, and 
added: 


Thou fool- complete, little Dederic!ꝰ 


Which put an end at once to his ſublime 
harangue. 


—— Rn — — 
. ” 


A YounG nobleman returned from 
Paris, where he had ſpent the greateſt 
part of his fortune, and had acquired 
nothing but a complete knowledge of all 
the taverns, brothels, coffee, and gaming 


The point loſes conſiderably in Engliſh, but is 
in the original uncommonly neat : 

4 O halber-gott, du groſſer Friederich, 

O ganzer-narr, du kleiner Diederich. 

1 houſes 
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houſes of that city; ſoon after his ar- 
rival, he petitioned the king to give him 
ſome lucrative poſt. In ,anſwer to his 
petition, he received a royal official cover, 
which encloſed, to the great ſurprize and 
diſappointment of the young gentleman, 
The Ace of Diamonds. 


WHENEVER the king of Pruſſia 
ſtopped in his travels in any ſmall town, 
he entered, while his horſes were changed, 
into converſation with the burgomaſter, 
or other principal magiſtrate of the place. 
As he hated every thing that had the ap- 
pearance of affectation, he ſeldom. con- 
verſed long with any perſon, in whoſe 
language, dreſs, or behaviour he obſerved . 
an embarraſſed or conceited preciſion, but 
either broke off the diſcourſe abruptly, 
or gave his converſation a ſevere and ſati- 
rical turn. But wherever he found an 
honeſt open character, eſpecially if ren- 
dered ſtill more W by years, he 


1 indulged 
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indulged the moſt eaſy familiarity.“ This 
wall appear by the following narrative, 

The burgomaſter P—— of A-—— was 
a very ſenſible and worthy old man, and 
whenever the king travelled through the 
town, he familiarly ſhook the old man by 
the hand. He once converſed with him 
longer than uſual, gave him ſome advice 
regarding his precarious ſtate of health, 
and ſeemed to look with uncommon plea- 
ſure at the venerable filver locks, which 
hung down upon his ſhoulders. At part- 
ing, he laid his hand upon the * man's 
ſhoulders, and faid ; 


Tu es Conſul Romanus. | 


Upon his annual tours through his dominions, 
the king of Pruſſia very frequently left his ſuite, and 
entered into converſation with any common man 
he might meet. By this means he not only ac- 
quired a degree of popularity among the lower claſs 
of his ſubjects, which they carried almoſt to en- 
thuſiaſm, but obtained a knowledge of the detail of 
their mode of ſubſiſting, which by giving him an in- 
| tereſt in their private concerns, frequently led him to 
ſupport them againſt the rich and noble; where they 
ought <0 have been ſeverely puniſhed, 
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| P— died ſoon after, and a Mr. 
L—— was elected burgomaſter in his 
room. L—— was a worthy man, but 


had in his dreſs and appearance ſomething 


uncommonly ſtiff, ſpoke with a ſtudied 
preciſion, and pronounced every ſyllable 
ſeparately. The king came the year fol- 
lowing again to A; and the moment 
the carriage ſtopped, he looked out of the 
window, and aſked for his old friend 
P.“ But as ſoon as he heard that 
he was dead, he drew up the glaſs, threw 
himſelf back in the carriage, and did not 
ſpeak a word more. | 

The next time he arrived at PIO ki 
took a nearer view of the new burgo= 
maſter, and read at once in his appear- 
ance, the whole of his formal and preciſe 
character. The following — 
then took place: | 

King. Pray, Sir, who are you? . 4 

Burgomaſter. An-pleaſe-your-majelty 1 
L-am- the burgomaſter of A——, - - 

King. Your name, Sir, if you please? 

Burg. My name is —. 


King. 
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King. And you are + pl in this 
town? | 
Burg. Yes, pleaſe your majeſty. 
King. Then you are the Atlas of A 
| How many ſouls live here? 
Burg. One thouſfand,-nine- hundred, - 
and thirteen. 


King. And all theſe ſouls are Weben 


by your providence ? 

Burg. I govern merely under the 
| 2 of your majeſty. 

King. So! So! But tell me, N. what 
new building is this? 

Burg. It is the new Rs, av 
the expences incurred by the building 
thereof, your majeſty has n been 
pleaſed to defray. 

King. And what is manufactu 6d chats 
3 
Burg. Light woollen ſtuffs. 

King. Light? Why not heavy Quffs ? 
Why not cloth? 


Burg. Pleaſe your h we W no 


fulling mill. 
King. Then we muſt build one. 
Burg. That cannot be done. 
King. 
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King. Why not? 

Burg. Pleaſe: your majeſty, we have no 
water. | 

King. Your moſt humble ſervant. 
Cloſe to the town I juſt now paſſed a 
body of water, large enough to drown the 
whole right worſhipful bench of ene, 
Drive on! 


FRED ERIC IL. once travelled through 
a ſmall town, and obſerved upon his en- 
trance at the gate, a man who continually 
bowed to him. He enquired who he 
was ; I am, replied the man, the burgo- 
maſter of this place, and inſpector of the 
different manufactories. So! faid the 
king, and bow many manufactories have 
you in this town? The burgomaſter enu- 
merated them; and aſſured the king, that 
they were all in the moſt flouriſhing con- 
dition. © I am glad of it, replied the 
king; “ but can you tell me, how many 
threads are uſually taken to the warp, 


* and how many to the weft of a piece?“ 
K This 


130 ANECDOTES or THE LATE 


This queſtion was totally unexpected, and 


too deep for the inſpector! He could give 
no anſwer; and his embarraſſment ap- 
peared in his looxs. Sir, ſaid the king, 
* you area blockhead; goand inform your- 
ee ſelf better about your manufaQories.” 


IN another town the king likewiſe en- 
quired, ©* how many different manufac- 


* tories were carried on in the town.” 


Unfortunately, the burgomaſter was hard 
of hearing, and did not rightly underſtand 
the king's queſtion. But as he perceived 
that the king had fixed his eyes upon 
his wig, which was of a moſt curious 
ſhape and colour, he bowed, and faid, 
One white, one black, and one grey 
« ne. The firſt is worn by the rec- 
* tor, the ſecond by one of the alder- 
*© men, the third /bow7rng } by your hum- 
** ble ſervant.” The king laughed hear- 


tily, and drove on. 


THE 
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THE common council of a ſmall town 
in Churmarck impriſoned one of the ci- 
tizens, upon an accuſation that he blaſe 
phemed God, the king, and the right wor- 
ſbipful tie common council. The burgo- 
maſter reported the affair to his majeſty, 
and humbly begged to know his majeſty's 
pleaſure in regard to the puniſhment of 
ſo atrocious an offender, The following 
was written upon the margin of the re- 
port, and returned to him : 

* That the priſoner has blaſphemed 
God, is a proof that he does not know 
| © him; his blaſphemy againſt me, I for- 
« give him ; but as he has blaſphemed 
* the right worſhipful the common coun- 
« cil, I will puniſh him in an exemplary 
* manner, and ſend him to Spandau to 
* be impriſoned for half an hour. 


FREDERIC.” 


— ———— 


THE nobility of Churmarck petitioned 
the king, that they might be allowed the 
„ free 
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free importation of arrack and rum for 
their own uſe, and be excuſed from pay- 
ing the duties of exciſe upon theſe arti. 
cles. The king returned their Prue 
and had written underneath: 
- «© No! it would be highly indecent 
«in my nobility, to habituate themſelves 
* to drink drams. | 
| FREDERIC.” 


THE Rev. Mr. S-— , rector of the 
pariſh of N at Potſdam, was a rich 
but covetous man. The king had heard, 
that whenever he attended a wedding or 
_ chriſtening, he employed the boys be- 
longing to the choir, to carry home the 
diſhes which he found an opportunity of 
taking from the table. Among other im- 
provements at Potſdam, the king rebuilt 
the parſonage-houſe belonging to the 
N church, and the rector delivered 
in a petition, requeſting that he might 
y oy two arched pantries built upon the 
ground floor, As the king left the in- 

8 ternal 
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. ternal diſpoſition, of the houſes he erected 


entirely to the fancy of the inhabitants, 
and only inſiſted upon the front being 
built according to his plan, he was much 
diſpleaſed that fo rich a man ſhould. trouble 


him with ſo trifling a requeſt, in order to 


avoid the expence of making the alteration 
himſelf. He therefore returned the pe- 
tition, with the following written in the 
margin: „ 
„ You are much miſtaken in me 
indeed, if you ſuppoſe I will 
«« provide dens and cayerns for 
you, to hide your prey and 

he booty in. | 8 

FRE DE RIC.“ 


A CoLontrL in the king's army had 
provided himſelf a poſt-coach, and had 
given his poſtilion a poſt-horn,* which 

Wks he 


* In the Pruffian dominions, and throughout the | 
greateft part of Germany, the ſtages run under the 
ſanction and at the expence of government; and every 


carriage anc: -- a dung-cart) is obliged 
| 3 N to 
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he blew wherever he travelled in the 
country. The poſt-office complained to 
the-king of this infringement upon their 
privileges, and the king wrote the follow. 
ing letter in conſequence to the colonel : 


My dear Colonel von ——— 


e You are at liberty to have as many 
te horns as you pleaſe, excepting only the 


__ *© poſt-horn, which would be againſt the 


, eſtabliſhed rule, 
| | FREDE R LEES 


— —-— —_— 4 


IN his annual tours into Pruſſia, the 
king uſually entered into converſation with 
the farmer of the royal domains at 
This gentleman was very corpulent ; and 
notwithſtanding the king was ſtrongly 
prejudiced againſt every body who was fat, 
he made an exception in this inſtance, 
and was very partial to the farmer, who 


to get out of their way upon the road, They uſe a 
horn, ſomething-like a French-horn, with which 
they give notice of their approach, 

? was 
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was a very ſenſible man. As he ſtopt at 

— in one of his tours, he found in the 
room of his old friend, a long meagre 
figure, who came to pay him his reſpects. 
* Whoare you, Sir?“ ſaid the king. I am 
the farmer of your majeſty's domains in 
this neighbourhood,” replied the gentle- 
man. That can't be,” ſaid the king; 
„% my farmer is a very fat man,” The 
man your majeſty alludes to, returned the 
farmer, is dead, and I have been appointed 
to fill his place. So! So!” ſaid the king, 
and drove on. He afterwards obſerved to 
lieutenant general ——,, © this man 
„vill be a great expence to me, before 
* I ſhall make him as fat as his prede- 
ce ceſlor,” 


THE king had a very mean opinion 
of the honeſty of the contractors who 
ſupplied his army with proviſions in the 
ſecond Sileſian war, and he believed he 
had been impoſed upon by all of them 
without exception. The widow of one 


of theſe contractors once delivered a pe- 
; K 4 tition 
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tition to the king, repreſenting that her 
huſband had been many years in his ma- 
jeſty's ſervice; that notwithſtanding the 
many opportunities he had had of making 
his fortune, his honeſty had kept him 
poor, and that ſhe and her children were 
after his death reduced to want; ſhe there- 
fore requeſted relief. The king did not 
grant her petition, but returned it, and 
had written underneath : © I tied the aſs 


* to the manger; it as his own fault 
« that be did not cat. 


: - 
* 
* 4 
CO PCr * — 


THE ladies of the two coll of 
the courts of juſtice and revenue at 
Cleve, were continually diſputing about 
their reſpective ranks; and the lady of 
the prefident of the court of juſtice in- 
ſiſted, that in all public places ſhe was 
entitled to a rank ſuperior to the other. 
This enraged her rival to ſuch a degree, 
that ſhe wrote to the king, and (prayed 
that he would decide which of the two 
ladies had a right 7% go ft. The king 
Is | | wrote 


1 * 9 
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wrote back to her the following laconic 
anſwer. 


1 The greateſt fool goes firſt.” 
FREDERIC. 


THE king once obſerved from a win- 
dow in the palace, that a great concourſe 
of people were reading ſomething ſtuck 
up againſt a wall, and he ſent one of his 
pages down to ſee what it was, The page 
returned and informed him, that the paper 
contained fatirical obſervations upon the 
new regulations in the collection of the 


duties upon coffee.“ © Go down again, 
| ſaid 


Coffee, in the Pruſſian dominions, and in'moſt 
parts of Germany, is the ſame indiſpenſably neceſſary 
article of food, that tea is in the Britiſh dominions. 
In one of the king of Pruffia's decrees, laying an ad- 
ditional impoſt upon this commodity, he complains, 
that every rank of his ſubjects, from the nobleman 
down to the labourer and waſherwoman, ſeemed to 
think, that their very exiſtence depended upon the 
uſe of coffee; and indeed the complaint was very well 
founded. He in the ſame decree ſtrongly recommends 


beer-ſoups, and other home-brewed articles, for the 


breakfaſts 


138 ANECDOTES OF THE LATE 


faid the king, and get the bill paſted 
« lower, that they may read it more 


breakfaſts of his loving ſubjects, but in vain: for 
when coffee became too dear to be drank in quan- 
tity by the lower clafs of people, they roaſted the 
roots of parſley and other vegetables, and mixed them 
with a ſmall quantity of real coffee; and the ſmugglers 
found advantages ſufficient to induce them to run any 
riſk in importing the commodity clandeſtinely. Duty 
after duty was laid upon coffee; and at laſt the king 
erected offices, in which all the coffee drank by his 
ſubjects (except the nobility, clergy, and men of 
letters, who had the privilege of roaſting for them - 
ſelves)» was to be roaſted, and fold to them in tin 
canniſters, ſealed. with the king's ſeal, and ſigned by 
two exciſe officers. As England, among other cauſes, 
Joſt America by interfering with the breakfaſts of her 
colonies, ſo the king of Pruſſia, by this meaſure, loſt 
more popularity, than he had gained by the moſt be- 
neficent acts of his government. 
Soon after this regulation had been made, the king 
eroſſed the parade early one morning, and obſerved 2 
large painting hung up againſt. the walls of the pa- 
| lace. He went nearer to view it, and ſaw that it re- 
preſented himſelf in his waiſtcoat-ſleeves, and an 
apron about his waiſt, turning a coffee-roaſter. 1 
& think,” ſaid he ſmiling, “to one of his attendants, 
<< the portrait might, with a little alteration, be made 
40 much more like me.“ He then went away, and 
let the picture hang where it was. 

% conve- 
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« conveniently; it is too high for 
« them.” | | 


THE name of Quintus Icilius was 
originally Guichard. He was the ſon 
of a manufacturer of earthen. ware in 
Magdeburg, when the king took him 
into his ſervice, and changed his name. 

It happened, that ſoon after the king had 
eſtabliſhed the manufactory of . porcelain 
at Berlin at his own expence and, riſk, 
Quintus contradicted ſomething he ſaid 
at table. Hold your tongue, ſaid the 
king, with a degree of anger, how 
* ſhould you know any thing about the 
* matter; you. are but the ſon of a pot- 
© ter ?''—< How can now your ma- 
jeſty reproach me with being the ſon of 
a potter, replied Quintus, when you 
are a potter yourſelf?” The king could 
not refrain from laughing, and gave the 
converſation another turn. 1 0 


DURING 


140 ANECDOTES or Tat LATE 


DURING his majeſty's laſt painful 
illneſs, that eminent phyſician, Dr. Zim- 
merman of Hanover, attended him. One 
day, when he waited upon his majeſty, 
the king aid to him, You have, Sir, 
J ſuppoſe, helped many a one into 
% another world. Not fo many,” re- 
plied Zimmerman, as your majeſty, nor 
with as much honour to myſelf!” 


THE biſhop of Ermeland loſt a great 
portion of his revenues, in conſequence 
of the occupation of part of Poland by 
the king of Pruſſia. Soon after this event, 
in the year 1773, he waited upon his 
majeſty at Potſdam, and the king aſked 
Him, if, after what had happened, he 
* could have ſtill any friendſhip left for 
* him?” Sire, ſaid the prelate, I ſhall 
never forget my duty as a good ſubject 
to my ſovereign. *© I am,” replied the 
king, © ſtill your very good friend, and 
1 * likewiſe much upon your 
= friend- 
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«friendſhip for me; for ſhould St. Peter 
e refuſe me the entrance into Paradiſe, I 
% hope you will have the goodneſs to 
« hide me under your | mantle, and to 


take me along with you.” Sire, re- 


turned the biſhop, that will ſcurce be 
poffeble ; your majefly bas cut it too ſhort, 
to admit of my carrying any contraband 
goods under it. The king felt the reproof, 
but ſhewed no mark of diſpleaſure, by 
which the good humour of the t 


could be interrupted. 


TH E king obſerved at a review, an 
officer who had a large ſcar upon his face, 
and faid 2 5 « This, I ſuppoſe, you 
* got in an alehouſe. Yes, Sire, re- 
plied the officer, in an alehouſe at Col- 


lin, where your majeſty paid the reckon- 
ing.“ 


* In the bloody battle at Collin, the 2 88 
* were entirely defeated, 


GENERAL 
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GENERAL VON — was. very fond 
of company and cards. Upon a certain 
occaſion, when he marched at the head 
of his regiment, the king called out to 
him, General, your regiment breaks 
„ rank: but it is no wonder; your 
* time is entirely taken up with cards.” 
The general immediately commanded, 
Halt! and turning to the king, ſaid, 
* Here, Sire, the queſtion is not about my 
cards: but I humbly beg your majeſty 
will view the regiment, and ſee whether 
the troops break rank or not.” The king 
viewed the ranks, went away, did not 
fay. one word, and it was evident, that 
he was more diſſatisfied with himſelf, 
than with the general; nor was there 
ever afterwards reaſon to ſuppoſe, that he 
was diſpleaſed with the frankneſs of the 
officer. | 


THE impertinence of one of the 
king's pages was ſo great, that the king 
in a paſſion gave him a box on the ear, 
and 


/ 
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and diſcompoſed the dreſs of his hair. 


The page immediately turned about to a 
looking-glaſs, and began to adjuſt his 
curls. ** Scoundrel, cried the king, 
« what impudence is this?“ I ſhould 
be ſorry, Sire, replied: the page, if the 
people in the antichamber ſhould perceive 
what has happened between us:” The 
king laughed heartily, went ge ml 
left the page in the room: ''' 3 
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DURING the ſiege of Schweidnitz, the 


king was diſſatisfied with his engineers. 
He once ſpoke... very... ſeverely. in the 


trenches to a ſtaff-officer of this corps, | 
and ſaid to him at laſt, Go to the 


devil.“ *The officer walked away 'with- 
out ſaying another word ; but he had 
not gone far, when the king called him 


* « Scheer euch zum Teufel,” was, with the 
king of Pruſſia, the conſtant form of diſmiſſion to 
every one, with whom he thought he had reaſon to 
be diſpleaſed ; and was commonly followed by dif- 
agreeable conſequences to the perſon it was ſpoken 
* | | 2 7. 5 DIS 


back, 


| 
4 
| 
| 
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back, and ſaid, It is my pleaſure, that 
«. you continue the ſiege, and then you 
% may go about your buſineſs. The 
officer replied immediately, I am infi- 
nitely obliged to your majeſty for the li- 
berty you have granted me, to riſk the 
loſs of a leg, or an arm, before I am diſ- 
miſſed your majeſty's ſervice. But I have 
great need of both, to ſave your majeſty 
the trouble and expence of having me 
carried out of your majeſty's dominions.” | 
The king ſmiled ; . defired him to con- 
tinue in his ſervice; and made him a 


handſome proept.< 
FX 


. an un eil - 8135; 
© A PEASANT and his wife came to the 
King, and preſented a petition. He aſked 
them what they wanted; and when they 


had told him, you muſt,” ſaid he, 
«« go to my court of juſtice for redrels 


* in this buſineſs. We have been 
| there already,” ſaid the peaſant. Well 
* then, I cannot help you neither, te- 
plied the king. Come, come along, 
Kid the peaſant to his wife, you ſee there's 

nothing 
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nothing to be done, he and the court both 


whiftle to the ſame tune.” The king 
laughed heartily at the odd expreſſion, 
and received their petition. 


TE "x es 


WHILE the king was laying out his 
garden at Sans-Souci, a mill was in his 
way, and he ordered the miller to be 
treated with for the purchaſe of it. The 
miller was loth to ſell his mill, and the 
king offered to build him another in any 
part of the country he ſhould chuſe. But 
all was in vain, the miller would not part 
with the old family mill. Don't you 
„know, faid the king, © that if I pleaſe 
© I may take your mill, turn you out, 
and not pay you a farthing for it?” 
« Aye,” replied the miller, that you 
might, if there was no ſuch thing as a 
ſupreme court of juſtige at Berlin.” The 
king laughed heartily, left him his mill, 
and altered the whole plan of his garden. 


L AFTER 
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AFTER the ſecond Sileſian war, the 
king travelled over all his dominions, 
Upon his arrival at Cleve, he ordered the 
public accounts to be laid before him, 
In examining them, he found to his 
great ſurpriſe, a conſiderable annual ſum, 
paid out of the revenue ariſing from the 
royal foreſts, to the monks of the monaſ- 
tery of Minorites in the town, and en- 
quired. of the preſident of the chamber, 
M. Beſſel, into the cauſe. The preſident 
informed him, that the abovementioned 
ſum was left by the late duke to the 
guardian and monks of the cloyſter, on 
condition that they ſhould pray a Certain 
number of maſſes daily for his foul. Upon 
this, the king expreſſed a wich to ſpeak 
with the guardian, and having appointed 
4 certain hour, he drove to the monaſtery. 
When he arrived he found the canons placed 
in two rows, and as ſoon as he entered, they 
ſtruck up the Ambroſian hymn. © WO 
are theſe?” ſaid the king. They ate,” 
replied the preſident, the monks who 
read the maſſes nd the ſoul of the late 
one ee 
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duke.” The king ſtopped, and the guar- 
dian apptoached reſpectfully to meet Him. 


King. Are you the guardian of the 
monaſtery? a 


Monk. Yes, fire. 


King. You monks, I fee, f. receive a con- 
fiderable ſum. of money out of my foreſt 
revenues and pray what do you « do fo for 
TH 1 

"Monk. This money, fre, was! left v3 us 
by the former dukes, and return we 
read maſſes for their, ſouls, in order to 
procure their releaſe from purgatory.. _ 

_ King. Poor creatures! they have been 
there a long time [ do you not ſoon expect 
them to be releaſed? I ſhould be very 


happy to hear of i it. 


Monk. That is a difficult point, Gre, | 
to determine beforehand, but the moment 
they get looſe, 1 will diſpatch a courier to 
your majeſty at Potſdam, with the news. 

The king laughed, and ſaid to pre- 
fident Beſſel, There is nothing to be 
done with this man: he was certainly 
* brought up among the jeſuits.” 

L 2 GENERAL 
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7 GENERAL. abe hats a very Jong 
Roliſh name. The king had heard of it, and 
one day aſked him : © Pray, Zaremba, what 
is properly your name?” The general told 
him the whole of his long name. O! 
faid the king, the devil himſelf has not 
ſuch a name,” ** Neither,” replied Za- 
remba, is he any relation of my nun. 4 
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1 nryvtud 913% 52 GON pM19b18% 
41 A grenadier of the firſt battalion of foot 


guards, ſtood centinel in the royal garden 


at Potſdam. A girl for whom he had a 
partiality, viſited bim as he was upon 
duty, and he laughed and joked with her 
very loudly. Suddenly the girl ſcreamed 
out, and ran off. The ſoldier was ſurpriſed, 
looked about, and ſaw the king within a 
few yards of him. In a hurry he ſnatched 
up his muſket and preſented.  ** Sirrah!” 
ſaid the king, what have vou been 


about, don't you know my orders?” O! 


pleaſe your majeſty,” ſaid the frightened 


ſoldier, " pray now do not tell my cap- 
tain, 


. — . 
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tain, bi is a terrible fellow; I ſhall be 
flogged to death if you do!” The king 
laughed, and ordered an advance of eight“ 
groſchen per month to be paid him from 
his on private purſe, in addition to his 
pay. PE | T F 


THE king once roſe very early, and 
walked into the garden at Sans-Souci. He 
there obſerved a. boy employed by the 
gardener, who ſeemed very buſy in prun- 
ing 4 ro of peach trees; as the boy had 
not worked long in the garden, be did 
not know the kihg. < You are very tatly 
at work to day,“ aid the king. Aye,” 

teplied the boy, ** that's what I muſt, for 


if the old bear (meaning the king) comes 
into the garden, and does not find the 
work done, nothing is right.” “ Bravo! 
my fon,” faid-the king, I would have 


you always an ſo, n walked 
further. Wack 131 
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in the king's army, general Butler took his 
diſmiſſion, and retired to the fttalFtown 
of Ziefar, in order to ſpend the remainder 
of his life in peace and quiet. It ſo hap- 

pened, that it was the cuſtom in the town, 
that juſt before the general's houſe, the 
ſwincherd blew his horn every morning 
at break of day, in order to collect the 
pigs of the town to drive them upon the 
common.“ This diſturbed» the general's 
ſleep in the moſt diſagteeable manner, and 
he ſent his ſervant to defire the ſwibe- 
herd that ſome other ſpot might be 
found out, where the pigs could be as 
eaſily collected. But the man ĩnſiſted that 
he muſt aſſemble his herd there, and no 
where elſe. The general applied to the 
magiſtracy, but in vain; he was told it 


' ® This is the cuſtom in many German towns, both 
in regard to pigs and geeſe, They are ſo well acquaint- 
ed with the melodious tones of the horn, that they all 
ſpontaneouſly collect about their driver in the morn- 
ing, and when he brings them in again at night, each 

goes of itſelf to its proper owner, 
| was 
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was impoſſible to diſpenſe with a cuſtom, 
ſanctioned by ĩts antiquity, and eſtabliſhed 
time immemorial. They preſumed the 
general did not come to their town with a 
view of infringing upon their ancient 
rights and privileges.” General Butler 
therefore ordered his ſervant, . the next 
time the ſwineherd ſhould appear, to drive 
him away with the horſe-whip. 


This act of violence ſo enraged the 
burgomaſter and council, that a formal 
complaint was immediately made to the 
king, ſtating, that by this act the ancient 
rights, privileges, immunities, and liber- 
ties of the corporation were groſsly in- 
fringed upon. The king wrote under 
their complaint, · Ye are a ſet of ſcoun- 
4 drels, all of ye.” And to general But- 
ler he wrote: f 


« My dear general Butler, 


, 
s. 9 


L am ſorty you have ſettled in a town 
« where you are not even ſafe from the 
% ſwincherd... Somewhere or other in 
6 my dominions, you might have found a 

L 4 „ more 
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«© more comfortable retreat. However, 
* in future, I think you will not be 
« troubled 0 . een on con 


— 


"IT has 8 been ee that 
general Rothenburg poſſeſſed in a very 
eminent degree, the confidence and friend- 
ſhjp of the King of Pruffia. During, his 
laft illneſs, the king frequently | fat for 
hours by his bedſide, and when he received 
the news of his death, he 7 5 bis palace, 
half-dreſſed, and ran acroſs the ſtreet to 
the bed of his friend. Upon {ceing his 
lifeleſs body he was inconfolable, the tears 
ran down his cheeks, and in hopes to 1e. 
call a life ſo dear to him, he ſent imme- 


diately for a ſurgeon, ordered a vein to be 


| opened, and held the baſon himſelf. But 


it was in vain; the king retired in the 
deepeſt diſtreſs, ſhut himſelf up for ſeveral 
days, in his palace, and indulged, his gtief 
in private. 


UPON 


- 
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"UPON" thE king of Priiffia's return 
from the review in Pomerania, in the year 
1767, he received the news of the death of 
prince Henry of Pruſſia. This melancholy 
news affected him in ſuch a manner, that he 
ſtopped that day in the town he then was 
in, Bernau, and took*his lodgings at the 
houſe of the French clergyman, M. Gual- 
tieri. He converſed much with this 
worthy man, and was glad, as he expreſfed 
himſelf, to find here a man of good ſenſe 
and piety. The comfort he received, by 
Gualtieri's converſation was not forgotten. 
Gualticri way, invited to Berlin, and con- 
ſiderably promoted. But the unexpected 
death of the prince, made a melancholy 
impreſſion upon the king's mind, which 
he could not eaſily conceal. This among 
others appears from the text he himſelf 
choſe for the funeral ſermon, which was, 
My ways are not your ways, ner are my 
thoughts your thoughts. 


2 + © NA 
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GENERAL Ziethen, as age and infir- 
mities advanced upon him, once fell aſleep 
at the royal table. Let him ſleep, ſaid 
the king, be has watched long enough 
for our ſafety.” 

Notwithſtanding the general's great age, 
he wrote to the king. requeſting leave to 


attend the review in 1786. The king 


anſwered him in the following letter, 
which does as much honour. to this old 


and faithful officer, as to the ae 
| ns 408-21 


A 6e My 4 general von reiben, 

It would give me ſincere pleaſute to 
ſee at the review, and at the head of his 
regiment, a general, who has ſo eminently 


ſignalized himſelf in my ſervice, and you 
have therefore my full conſent to appear 


ſimply in your peliſſe, without the in- 
cumbrance of a dreſs uniform. But ſhould 


the weather prove too cold, I'conjure you 


to ſpare your health, and rather not to 
appear in the field, than" ſubject yourſelf 
to 
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to an indiſpoſition, by your too. ardent © 


zeal for my ſervice. After ſuch long and 
glorious ſervices as you have performed, 
you are well entitled to the rights of a 
Roman veteran. This is the advice of 
your em ang: Sf | 

ery, * 2 Ban D 7 e 8 


3f 118 


When the: king was inbermed of «the 


death of general Ziethen, by the adjutant 


of his :regiment, he at firſt ſeemed much 
ſtruck, but recolleting himſelf immedi- 
ately, he laid with compoſure: 

I have long expected this inixfortune: 
„% but I ſhall. always regret that I did not 
* ſee and converſe with my dear general 
ALZiethen, that worthy and deſerving 


man, before his death: His regiment 


„will find his loſs irreparable. 
« For my part, I loſe a father and a 


friend, but my ſucceſſorsꝰ will take 


care that his 119 7. does not n in 


* General Ziethen, had a dense cged to, his | 


6. 


« the 


— 
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the country, for the W of which 
* he has fought with fo much bravery 


8 and glory. 


* 


GENERAL Leſtewiz ſignalized himſelf 
on various occaſions as a man of courage, 
| ſkill, and zeal for the ſervice of his king. 
In the battle at Torgau, he. colle&ed from 
the remains of ſeveral regiments | which 
had been nearly cut to pieces, five or fix 
hundred men; and with theſe troops he 
attacked the Siptiz hills, upon which the 
enemy was poſted, with ſuch bravery, and 
ſucceſs as to diſlodge them; and as general 
Ziethen, without knowing of the attack 
of Leſtewiz, had attempted the ſame from 
another fide, the Pruſſian troops became 
maſters of this advantageous poſt, and by 
"50 means obtained a compleat victory. 

The king of Pruſſia rewarded the ſervices 
of this brave officer, by promoting him 

Sh degrees from the rank of r major, which 
he then held, to that of. major general 
he made him alſo commander of Potſdam. 
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After the peace in 1763, he made him a 
preſent of landed eſtates (which had fallen 
to the crown by the death of the Margrave 
Charles) to the amount of 200, ooo dollars. 
This deed of gift was accompanied by the 
following letter, in the king's own hand: 


« My dear colonel Leſtewiz, 


| I have not forgotten the important 
ſervices you have done me in the laſt war, 
and I have long wiſhed for an opportunity 
of rewarding | them. Till now, it has 
been out of my power. I incloſe you a 
deed of gift of certain eſtates which you 
have only to take poſſeſſion c of, cc. 


RED ERIC“ 


r 


18 0 — * 
1 # "s * pþ 


AT the fame time, general Prittwiz was 
preſented by the king with eſtates of the 
value of 300,000 dollars. In the battle of 
n the king had his horſe kill 


8 Prittwiz immediately dis- 


mounted, gave him his, and with a hand- 
"> 
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ful of men, routed a large body of coſ- 
ſacks, who were upon the point of taking 
the king priſoner.— The king once ſaid: 
« Leſtewiz ſaved the ſtate, and en | 
s the king.“ * 293 


FS fy. 


) 47 


The king provided as far as his finances would 
permit, for every old and deſerving ofticer in bis army, 
who was ſo fortunate as to have his good opinion. 
But it ſometimes happened that a well or ill- grounded 
prejudice which be had conceived, and to which he 
commonly obſtinately adhered, deprived an officer of 
the reward his long ſervices had deſerved. In regard 
to the privates and ſubaltern officers of his army, their 
number was ſo exceedingly great, that to have pro- 
vided for them all was next to an impoſſibility. © The 
monarch however, wiſhed to do it, and he ordered 
that an old ſoldier ſhould have the preference to any 
other candidate in ſupplying all vacant places which 
they might be fit for; ſuch as exciſe officers, con- 
ſtables, watchmen, beadles, &c. &c. But ſtill num- 
| bers found themſelves, after having ſerved all. their 
Tives in the king's army with zeal and fidelity, and 
after having ſacrificed their health and limbs ĩn de- 
fence of their country, reduced to poverty and diſtreſs; 
and as. the complaints of the. neglected are always 
more loudly, and more. frequently heard, than the 
thanks of the relieved, this grievance, was very .. 
complained of throughout the king's dominions. 


In 
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AT a review in Pruſſia, a captain in the 
regiment of , a very deſerving of- 
ficer, aſked the king's leave to ſell a very 
fine eſtate, as it was out of his power to 
keep it from decay, and as there was be- 
ſide a mortgage of 24, ooo dollars upon it, 
which he was unable to diſcharge. The 
king upon his return to Potſdam, ſent the 
officer 24, ooo dollars in money to pay his 
debts, and 6000 dollars for the i improve- 
ment of his eſtate. 59 8 


K 


TE 15 ad a — * * * 
the braye colonel Troſchke. Upon the 


news of his death, he ordered a lettet to 


In Berlin, the king has erected an hoſpital for fuck 
invalids, as are ſo crippled as to be totally incapable 
of doing any work. Beſides this, a certain limited 
number of invalids, who are ſtill able to earn ſome- 
thing, are, upon the recommendation of their officer, - 
(provided there is a vacancy) allowed one dollar, 
(about 38. 4d.) per month; This will in England 
appear a very ſcanty allowance, but in the Pruffiatt 
dominions, . where every neceſſary of life is ſo much 
cheaper, it will go very as (hy ſupport Lf 4 
poor man, who has 90 incumbrance. 


be 
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be written to his ada in which he ex- 
preſſes the grief he felt upon loſing fo 
brave an officer; he promiſes to protect 
her and her family, and withes to know 
if her domeſtic circumſtances require his 
immediate aſſiſtance. To this letter which 
was written by a ſecretary, he added the 
following lines himſelf: | 
* 1 honoured your late huſband, as a 
ſpecimen of an excellent officer; but as 
he, alas! is dead, I will be a father to his 
children; and ſhew thoſe favours which 1 
intended for him, to them and to their 
mother. Send me an exact ſtatement 
of your circumſtances, and I promiſe 
to contrive matters ſo, that the family ſhall 
be fatisficd. 


| Priſdam, FREDERIC.” 
Fan. 21/f » 1 786. 


To the fame. 


was glad to receive by your letter of 
yeſterday, an exact account of your do- 
meſtic concerns; after the loſs of my brave 
colonel von Trofchke. 1 ſhall now en- 

Dh deavout 


Jeavour to give you convincing proofs of 


my favour and protection. I have ordered. 


his falary as governor of Karzig, in New- 
mark, amounting to 500 dollars per an- 


num, to be continued, to you, as a pro-—- 


viſion for yourſelf and for the education 
of your children; and I ſhall take mea- 
ſures that the value of your eſtate ſhall be- 
tween this and Midſummer, be encreaſed 
to the ſum of at leaſt 20,000 dollars. 
This will be to you and your family an 


_ indelible proof of the-favour of your gra- 


cious king. | a . 
EO ati AE RES 


The king not only fulfilled bis promiſe, 
in regard to the encreaſed value of the 


family eſtate, but likewiſe provided for 
the daughters of the deceaſed colonel in 
the proteſtant convents* in Weſtphalia, 


After the famous war of thirty years, many mo- 
naſteries and nunneries fell into the hands of the pro- 
teſtants. Moſt of theſe were continued, but with a to- 
tal alteration of their principle. They have been moſtly 
converted into houſes for the reception, proviſion, 

8 M and 
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A colonel in the king's ſuit had a large 
family of childten; and found that this 
pay and family fortune were not ſuffieĩent 
to ſupport the neceffary expence Attendirig 
his ſituation, but that be was under the 
neceſſity of incurring debts. His debts 
were already increaſed to the ſum of 2000 
dollars, and he ſaw no probability of diſ- 
charging, or preventing them from in- 

crealing. Ele grew ang the King 


Ko partly en of the nnen of eee 
noblemen, . The ſecular regulations of theſe houſes 


are nearly | the ſame, as when they were in the hands 
of the Romiſh church. The inhabitants ate undet 
the direction of an abbeſs, and attend divine fervice at 
certain ſtated bours of the day. In theſe,proteſtant 
convents, ladies may, if they chuſe, remain all theit 
lives; but they are at liberty to quit them whenever 
they pleaſe, and to marry without reſtraint, in which 
cafe they are entitled to a dower out of the revenues 
of the convent. - | 

In regard to the,admiſfion of none but 3 of 
noblemen, the rules of moſt of thefe houſes are un- 
commonly rigid. They cequire a certain conſuler able 
aumber of anceſtors to be produced and proyed, gone 
of whom muſt ever have degraded the high-born blood 
of the family by intermarriages with perſons who 
were ignoble. 


r 8 obſerved 
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obſerved it, and ſent for him: Sir.“ 
ſaid he, you always look chagtined: 
« what is the matter with you? Tell me 
« frankly: friends ſhould communicate 
« their grief to one another.” Before the 
colonel ' could anſwer this unexpected 
queſtion, the king continued: I have 
heard that you are in debt to the amount 
* of 2000 dollars. He then turned to a 
table which ſtood by him, and took from 
it 2000 dollars in Frederic d'ors,* gave 
them to the officer and ſaid: Here is 
% money to pay your debts: He then 
gave him . 2000 dollars more: And 
“gere, ſaid he, is money; with which 
you mult contrive things ſo, as to con- 
tract no debts in future. 


THE widow of a brave officer wrote to 
the king, and repreſented to him: that 
ſhe was old, and ill of the gout in her 
hands, a diforder which the king knew 
by experience to be very painful; that ſhe 


* A Frederic's d'or is about 168. 8d. 
M2 _ had 
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| had two daughters, who notwithſtanding 
their ill health, were obliged to ſupport 
themſelves and their mother by the la- 
bour of their hands,” which they could 
not do much longer. Should death de- 
prive her of the aſſiſtance of either of 
them, ſhe wult inevitably periſh · for 
bunger.” The king wrote her 1 in anſwer, 
the following letter: 


NS "5 FE 1 
we My dear Madam, 


: 
»7% 


I am extremely grieved at the cke 
choly cireumſtances of poverty, diſtreſs 

and ſiekneſs, in Which you are ãnvolvedu 
Why did you: not apply to me long ago 
At preſent, Ihave no vacant penſtonꝰ at 
my diſpoſal, but I ny aſſiſt you for the 
take, of ook brave officer, your late chuſ- 
dand. 3Y i'n 20 

4p ſhalt alnibofoes order one diſh lefs 
every day to be brought to my table! 
This, I calculate, will wor me a ſum of 


re MN © 1651919 
S Penſion means here a wg in a cad con- 
vent, for the daughters of the ROE dee note, page 164. 


365 del. 
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a dellarse, md, the. payment of this 
_ im tl annual Ripend ſhall commence with 


the beginning, of gext month. You muſt 
at, preſent be, ſatisfied with it, till I have 


a vacant penſion to give you, &c. &c. 
00” i on \ FREDERIC,” 


; 
—_— 


AN old ſerjeant in the regiment von 
Braun, a very brave and deſerving man, 
had been promiſed a place as a reward for 
his ſervices, but he was put off from time 
to time, and could not get provided for. 
He reſolved therefore to write to the king, 
and repreſent to him his diſtreſs. In his 
petition he informed the king, chat there 
was à vacancy in the falt revenue, which 
he might have, if he could give ſecurity 
to the amount of 2000 dollars, but this 
was entirely out of his power. The king 
ſent his letter, with an order for, the 


veteran's s appointment to his miniſter of 
N 194 * 


. Aboiit . pounds, a conſiderable lem! in a 
cheap country. 


M 3 ſtate 
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ſtate Baron von Werderg and added the 
following lines: 


* You ſhould not turn away my 
old invalids. You have been 
“ a ſoldier yourſelf. I am till 

© * a ſoldier, and am always glad 
* to ſee my old comrades pro- 


, yided for. 
FREDERIC;” 
uy een Fs * 7 1 1 80 
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AN eld man, of the name of Heim- 
burger, who had ſerved as ſerjeant In the 
regiment the late king commandled as 
prince of Pruſſia, but had been diſcharged 
as an invalid forty years, was provided for 
by being put into an eaſy place in the ex- 
ciſe revenue. But at laſt age and infir- 
mities encreafed fo upon him, cones wn 

was incapable of doing any duty. 
place was fupplied by anothet, and — 
falary ſtill continued to him. But it was 
at different times ſo diminiſhed, that he 
* to feel all the miſery and diftreſs 
ariſing 
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ariſing from the ſtruggles of age with 
poverty. At laſt he became ſo weak khat 
he could not ſtir; all his petitions and 
remonſtrances at the exciſe 2 were diſ- 
regarded, and he reſolved to apply to the 
king himſelf. This he did in a petition 
he got drawn up, in which he at firſt 

gave ſome account of himſelf, and of his 
paſt ſervices, and then requeſted that his 
majeſty would graciouſly be pleaſed to 
grant him a ſmall allowance, ſufficient to 
enable him to live the few years he had 
left without the dreadful appechenſions. of 
ſtarving, The king upon reading, the 
petition, of the old man, was ſo, mayed, 
that he immediately; gave ordersz that the 
whole of his former ſalary ſhould. he te- 
ſtored to bim, and that he ſhould. behdes 
receive annually, a ſtipend of 100 dollars 
from. the king's private purſe... The king 
had; added the followipg to the order ſent 


for this purpoſe to the exciſe office: _ 


Is the old man ſtill alive?” I remem- 


© ber him perfectly well; he ſhall "have 
ane roo dollars more than his 
gut MM 4 « former 


— — —— 
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former ſalary, and the money ſhall be 
* brought him, to his lodgings.” 


« * 


1 ht * V 
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A Por isn 8 of a very ancient 
Family, requeſted the king by letter, to 
give him a commiſſion in a regiment, 
quartered in Silefia, The king granted 
his requeſt, and directed him to apply to 


the commanding officer, who had received 
orders in his favour, The nobleman was 
ſo over-joyed at this news, that he imme- 


diately ſet off for Potſdam, and requeſted 
an audience of the king, in order to te- 


turn him his thanks for the favour con- 


+ 


ferred upon him. He was immediately 


admitted,” "but the king was not a little 


aſtoniſhed, to ſee an elderly man fur- 
rounded by a large family of children 
enter the room. My friend,” ſaid the 
king, you did not inform me that you 
za? were old and infirm, nor that vou had 
„ o numerous à family. It is evident 
that you cannot poſſibly ſupport them 


40 by your pay as an officer. But in the 
mean 


« mean time, as I have given you my 
«« promiſe, I mean to perform it. You 
„ ſhall during your life receive your: pay: 
your ſons ſhall immediately be provided 
for among my cadets, and there receive 
an education, which ſhall qualify them 
** to be one day uſeful in my army. And 
* as your age will prevent you from tak- 
ing an active part in your regiment, I 
* will give orders that you ſhall be pro- 
* vided for in a manner, that will enable 
« you to ſpend the remainder of your days 
* in peace and quiet,”  __ 

The feelings of the eld man were too 
powerful to be expreſſed in words: his | 
children claſped the knees of the king, 
and their tears, more. than their words, 
teſtified their gratitude. _ 


IN the laſt ſhort war, occafioned by 
the diſputed Bavarian ſucceſſion, the king 
had his head quarters at Frankenſtein, in 
Upper Sileſia. He lodged at the houſe of 
an old widow, who ſhewed him into her 
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bes apartment. In this room hung the 
portraits of her ſtx ſons; all of whom had 
loſt their lives in the ſecond Silefiatt war. 
The king viewed them all wich emotion, 
aud at laſt ſtopped at one of the portraits, 
looked at it attentively, and ſaid: Had 
% this brave officer lived he would now 
« have been one of my generals.” He 
then enquired into the circumſtances of 
the family, and hearing that the lady had 
ſtill two daughters -unprovided for, he 
Te ec ow verge :lodw 


2 7 18 88. 1 e 12 5091 
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IHE following anecdote ſhews hal 


Fregeric LE was not hardened againſt the 


calamities of war, nor loved the cf 
carnage negeſſarily attending it. 
Count Seckendorf came to Berlin to re- 
queſt the aſſiſtance of the King of Pruſſia, 
againſt the numerous enemies of the un- 
fortunate emperor, Charles VII. But the 
king turned 4 deaf ear to all his promiſes 
and entreatics. * He ſhewed him upon the 


About £2930. | 
parade, 
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parade, a regiment which had conſiderably 
ſuffered in the firſt Sileſian war, with 
| theſe words: dee here the eanſequenaes 
of war: this cegimeat has loſt aboye; half 
its men, and would yau have me lead rag 
ſubjects again into the danger af; being 
cut to evt in mee mannen ? 


10 8 1994 x6 5 


7 oIn Pagans _ 


IN a difriev in 5 Weſt Prufita, a dreadful 
ſtorm of rain had done great miſchief to a 
whole diſtrict. The inhabitants repro- 
ſented their diſtreſs to the king, and he 
ſent them the following anſwer: 

© I have heard ef your” taisforthde. 
* Tt comes from the hand of God. But 
% my treaſury ſhall make good tlie da- 
* mage to the utmoſt farthing, and T 
« will ſend you an honeſt and able man, 
« who ſhall examine into Your Tofles, | 


« and repay vou. cn 
'* Tam þ your gracious . uy Sb: 


WT 
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let yeh. 100 it 64122594 28 T on au 
THE king once rang the bell in his 
—— 
opened the door of the antichamber, and 
found his page faſt aſſeep upon a” chalt. 
He went up to wake him; but coming 
nearer he obſerved a paper in his pocket 
upon which ſomething was written. This 
excited his curioſity; he pulled it out; 
and found that it was a letter from the 
page's mother, the contents of which 
were nearly as follows: “ She returned 
ber ſon many thanks for the money he 
had ſaved out of his ſalary, and had ſent 
her, which had proved a very timely 
aſſiſtance. God would certainly reward 
him for it; and if he continued to ſerve 
God and bis King faithfully and Con- 
ſcientiouſly, he could not fail of ſucteſs 
and proſperity in this world.“) Upon 
reading this; the king ſtept ſoftly ind 
his cloſet, fetched a rouleau of dücatz, 
and put. itʒ with the letter, into the page's 
pocket. He then rang fo long, till the 
page awoke, and came into the cloſet. 


ou have been _ I ſuppoſe,” faid 
= the 


an aa. AS ad oh owns 
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the king. The page could not deny it; 
ſtammered | out; an dexouſe; put, n His 
embatraſſment, his hand into his pocket; 
and felt the rouleau of ducats. ie im- 
mediately pulled ĩt out, turned pale, and? 
looked at the king with tears in his eyes 
What's the matter with you? ſaid-the- 
body has contrived n ruin „I now! 
noſhing of this money. bat G 

eee, returned the king, be bed 
ewt, in fleep . Send the money t 
** yqux, mother; give my reſpects to het. 
% and, inform her, that I will take care 
4 baſh of ber god you” od Aide 


— . ——— —_—_ * 
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* O: bogig e one; id engt 
AS the king once ſpent ch ahiwrt@nd | 
Betlin, he. obſerved, that in the (window: 


of a garret oppoſite to the palace, adight- 
vas burning very early every morning, 
and very late in the evening. He en- 
quired wholiyed there? and was informed, 
that the n was ae a p 


7 8 Ns 22 
* ———— Gas 
.cobler, 
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cobler, who worked early and late. He 
him what made him ſo uncommonly 
induſtrious ? -** 1 have; pleaſe your ma- 
jeity, faid - the cobler, many children; 
and wich all my induſtry! I can hardly 
make all ends meet, ſo as to ſupport them. 
Beſides this, I have a ſcore ſtanding at my 
leather-ſeller's, an ' pleaſe your majeſty ; 
and am in danger of an action at law for 
the debt. The king was touched with 
his diſtreſs; praĩſed the honeſt induſtry 
of the cobler; 4 gave him ſeveral bun. 
. nme 
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from the revenue- accounts of à certkin 


province, 0 be laid before him. The 
director of the court af revenue, who 
had beem formerly an officer, and was 3 
precifei-and choleric man, ordered the 
required accounts in his preſence . 
While the extract was making, the di- 
rector hurried the clerk in ſuch a manner, 
02 | that 
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that when it was: finiſhed, he by miſtake 
laid a hold of: the ink- ſtand, inſtead of the 
ſund- ox, and al moſt entirely. obliterated 
the account. This put the director into 
ſuehꝭ a paſſion, that he could ſcarce ref 
from ſtriking the qlerk; and without waits 
ing for his defence, he ordered him tg 
to the king directly, and anſwer for hint 
ſelf, The king was immediately informed 
of. the misfortune of - the. clerk, (he 
waited. is antichamber) by the enragetl 
director. It is of no conſequence 14 
nplied, the king; who knows, how: 
« you may have hurried the poor mas, 
and that was not my meaning. Let 
* him come in.“ The clerk was intro- 
duced, and the king continued 1 17 My 
friend, I ſes you write, conſidering 
your age, a very good hand- You 
%have been much hurried with this ac. 
count. Here, I ſee, is a ſurphus * af 
4/th& bottom, of 200 dollars, which ſhall 
<:\beratde& to your annual falary/- Copy 
© It again take your on time; ro. 25 
i N * 201 Slide 

nen 5p} in B557turt 7 
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THE exciſe office had condemned a 
ſoldier who was convicted of ſmuggling, 
to the payment of a fine of 2000 dollars. 
The ſentence was as uſual ſent to the 
king for confirmation: but he returned 
it, with this query written in the mar- 
* gefore I can confirm the above ſen. 
, tence, I am very curious to know, 
&.-what meaſures are intended to be taken, 
* to'oblige a common ſoldier to pay a fine 
en. ep?” LS 21.422; 


. s 1 * 
1 
% 


TH E king of Pruſſia made it a point 
to return every. mark of reſpect or civility 
ſhewn him in the ſtreet by thoſe who met 
him. He one day obſerved at table, that 
whenever he rode through the ſtreets of 
Berlin, his hat was always in his hand. 
; Baron Pöllnitz, who was preſent, ſaid, 
„ That his majeſty had no occaſion to 
notice the civility of every one who pulled 
his hat off to him in the ſtreet . And 

« why not?” anſwered the king in 4 
lively 
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lively tone, are they not all human 
„ beings as well as myſelf?” ? 
| a! vs CLAP i 


THE following - converſation of the 
late king of Pruſſia with ſeveral of his 
officers, may perhaps not be unintereſting. 
It was taken down by one of the farmers- 
general of the king's domains, M. Fromme, 
to whom it was chiefly directed and com- 
municated to the editor of German anec- 
dotes, by his near relation M. Gleim. 
Beſides this reſpectable authority, it has 
ſtrong internal evidence of authenticity, 
and may throw light updn ſome features 
of the character of Frederic the Second. 
I have endeavoured to retain what could 
be intereſting to an Englith reader, and 
have given only the ſubſtance of the leſs 
entertaining dialogue, which in German 
is regularly carried on by queſtion and 
FT" OT cit 

The king had, at his own expence, 
drained the large and formerly uſeleſs bog'* 

e 


* This bog, which had lain waſte from time im- 


memorial, was ſuppoſed to be irrecoverable. It lies 
X | N in 
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of Rhienluch, ſituate near the river Doſſe, 
rendered the ground arable, and provided 
habitations for 308 families. On July 
23, 1779, his majeſty reſolved to pay a 
viſit to this newly acquired territory,— 
He ſet off at five o'clock in the morning 
from Potſdam, and came at eight o'clock 
to Seelenhorſt, and it was now my turn 
to ride with his majeſty . In the car- 
Tiage with the king ſat general Count von 
Gortz. During the time that the horſes 
were changed, his majeſty converſed with 
the officers of the Ziethen regiment of 
huſſars, who were quartered in the neigh- 
bouring villages, and took no notice cf 


in Brandenburg, and is part of the king's domains, 
The late king reſolved, if poſſible, to recover fo large 
a tract of land, and after many years perſeverance, 
and enormous ſums expended, he ſucceeded ; fo that 
it is now a very fruitful and well inhabited country. 
* Whenever the king travelled, he was accompꝛ- 
nied by the lord, or chief magiſtrate of the diſtrict ke 
paſſed through. Farmer-general Fromme, who wrote 
the above, farmed a large diſtrict of the domain ren- 
dered habitable by the draining of the bog, and it 
was his duty to accompany the king through that 
part which was ſubject to his juriſdiction, 
me, 
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me. The road. was upon a bank, and 
too narrow to admit of my riding by the 
ſide of the carriage. At Dechau the king 


met captain von Ziethen, who is lord of 
Dechau, and kept him by the carriage 


till he came to the end of the diſtri, 
where horſes were again changed. Cap- 
tain von Rathenow, an old favourite of 
the king, was there with his whole fa- 
mily, and the captain ſtept up to the car- 
riage. f 

Captain von Makes Your majeſty's 
moſt humble ſervant. 

The King. Who are you, Sir? 

Rath. I am captain von Rathenow 
from Karvenſee. 

The. King. Folding his hands, } Good 
God! my dear Rathenow! are you ſtill 
alive? I thought you were long ſince 
dead. How do you do? are you in good 
health ? 

Rath. O yes, fire! 

King. But, good God, how fat you are 
grown | 

Rath, Yes, ſire, I have ſtill a good 
appetite; but my legs begin to fail me. 

N 2. King. 
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King. That is juſt the caſe with me, 

Are you married? 

| TIDE king then very graciouſly en- 
quired after his lady and her family; 
converſed with her for a few mi- 
nutes ; and bid his old friend adieu. 
Ahe road then led us to Fehrbellin; 
and the ranger of the royal foreſt, 
Mr. Brand, rode with the king. 
Upon the road we came to ſome ſand- 
land, and the king. called to Mr. 
Brand). | 

Mr. Ranger ! why are theſe ſand-lands 

uncultivated ? 

Brand. They do not belong to the 
royal foreſts; they are part of the open 
country. Corn is ſown in ſome of them: 
on our right hand firs have been ſown. 

King. Who has ſown the firs ? 

Brand. Your majeſty's farmer-general, 


who is here. 


King, {to me.) Na! tell my privy 


This is not a finecure place, but requires the 
ſtricteſt attention to the ſtate of the royal foreſts, 
which by the ſale of fuel, timber, and game, produce 


a conſiderable revenue. 
counſellor 
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counſellor Michaelis “, that it is my plea- 
ſure that the ſand-land be ſown. To the 
Ranger But do you know how firs are 
ſown ? 

Brand. O yes, fire. 

King. Na! how are they ſown, from 
the weſt to the eaſt, or from the eaſt to 
the welt ? - 

Brand. From the weſt to the eaſt. 

King. Right; but do you know why? 

Brand. Becauſe we have moſt high 
winds from the weſt, 

King. You are tight. 

(At Fehrbellin horſes were again chang- 

ed; and as his majeſty paſſed the 
| drains, which I had made in the bog 
at the king's expence, I rode vp to 
the carriage, and ſaid; ) 

Theſe, fire, are two drains, which have 
been made by your majeſty's favour, and 
which keep the bog dry. 

King. So! So! I am glad of it. But 
who are you, Sir ? 


* The miniſter to whoſe department the controul 
of that country belonged. 


N z Fromme. 
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Fromme. I am the farmer of the diſtrict 
of Fehrbellin. 

King. What is your name = 

Fromme. Fromme. 

King. Ho! ho! you are a ſon of the 
provincial counſellor Fromme. 

From. Pleaſe your majeſty, my father 
was counſellor of domains at Lähnin. 

King. Counſellor of domains ? coun- 
|  ſellor of domains? that cannot be true. 
Your father was provincial counſellor ; I 
knew him very well. Tell me, has the 
draining of the bog been of any great 
uſe ? | 

From. Very great, indeed, fire. 

King. Do you keep more cattle than 
formerly? 

(The king then ae into the ſtate 
of the breed of cattle upon the bog, 

and adviſed ſtone- ſalt againſt the epi- 
demical diſorder of the cattle.) 

Fromme. Kitchen ſalt, ſire, anſwers the 
ſame purpoſe. 

King. Don't you believe it. But you 
muſt not break the ſtone ſalt, but give it 
to the cattle in large lumps to lick at. 
8 Fromme. 
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Fromme. It ſhall be done. 
King. May any other improvements de 
made in the country? | 
Fromme. Yes, lire! here lies the lake 

cf Kemen. If this were drained, your 
majeſty would obtain 1800 acres of mea- 
dow-land ; the whole country would: have 
the benefit of a navigation; and the towns 
of Fehrbellin and Ruppin would reap im- 
menſe advantages from it. Many goods 
might be by this means brought from 
Mecklenburg to Berlin by water. 
King. I believe it. You, indeed; would 
be much benefited by it, but many would 
be ruined ; eſpecially the owners of the 
ground chrough which the canal would 
paſls*. Is not this the caſe? - | 
From. The land through which it-would 
paſs belongs to the royal foreſts, and bears 
nothing but birch wood. 


* I ſuppoſe the king means, by making them 
liable to inundations, which are almoſt" unavoidable 
ia that country. wherever it ſtands in water, owing to 
the great ſnows and ſudden thaws they are ſubject to 
in winter, and to their low ſituation.  - - 


N 4 King. 


* 
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King. Well; if nothing but birch 
ſtands upon it, it may be done. But take 
care you do not reckon without your hoſt, 
and the expence be not greater than the 
advantages gained. ä 

Fram. The expence will certainly not 
exceed the advantages your majeſty will 
gain. Firſt, 1800 acres of land will in- 
fallibly be recovered from the lake, upon 
which thirty-ſix families can be ſettled, 
allowing fifty acres for each ; and a ſmall 
tax upon the floats of wood and veſſels 
paſſing upon the canal, will more than 
pay the intereſt of the money expended. 

King. Na! apply then to my privy 
counſellor Michaelis, he underſtands theſe 
matters. I adviſe you to apply to him in 
all your concerns of this kind, and when- 
ever you think a new colony may be eſta- 
bliſhed. I do not mean large colonies at 
once; but whenever you think you can 


ſettle a family or two, apply to the man. 

From. We will, fire. 

(The king then enquired from recol- 
lection, after ſeveral places in the 
neighbourhood, and wiſhed to know, 

whether 
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whether general Ziethen was at 

home ; whether the draining of the 
bog had been of any advantage to 
him ; and expreſſed great pleaſure 
upon hearing that he had conſider- 
ably won by it. He then enquired 
after the preſent farmer at Old Rup- 
pin, and how long he had been 
there.) bag] | 

From. His name is Honig; he came at 
Midſummer. 

King. At Midſummer; what was ho 
before ? 

From, One of the. canons of the ca- 
thedral, 

King, A canon ! A canon ! How did 
the devil manage to make a farmer-general 
of a canon ? 

From. He was a young man who had 
money, and who was ambitious to ſerve 
your majeſty as farmer of your domains. 

King. What became of his predeceſlor ? 

From. He died. 

King. Why did not hed wife 1 on 
the farm ? 

From, She became very poor. 

King. 
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"King. Ah! by female management! 
From. I humbly beg your majeſty's 
pardon. She managed very well, but was 
ruined by misfortunes, which might have 
ruined the beſt farmer. - My own cattle 
Hkewiſe periſhed about four years ago and 
I could get nothing remitted on that ac- 
count in my annual payments; and ſince 
then, I have not been able to recover 
myſelf. 
King. My ſon! I have _ a cold 
in my left ear. I cannot hear well. 
From. And it is a great misfortune that 
your majeſty's privy counſellor Michaelis, 
has the ſame cold in his ear, and cannot 
hear neither.* 8 
(After having faid this I fell back a 
little way from the carriage, being 
apprehenſive his majeſty might be 
difpleafed with what I had ſaid.) 
King. Na! farmer, come forward.— 
Keep to the carriage, but take care you 


* Mr. Fromme had applied in vain to Michaelis 
for an abatement in his rent, in conſideration of his 
minfortune with his cattle. Be 


get 
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get no hurt. Speak loud, I ſhall under- 
ſtand you. 

(The king then enquired after ſeveral 
neighbouring places, and infiſted that 
one of them belonged to the cathedral 
at Magdeburg, and not at Berlin. 
The farmer perſiſted in the contrary 
opinion, and ſaid at laſt) 

From. I ſhould ill deſerve to farm your 
majeſty's domains, if I could not tell what 
lords have poſſeſſions in the we un- 
der me. 

King. Well then, you are in the right. 
Tell me; there muſt be an eſtate in this 
neighbourhood, the name of which I have 
forgotten. Tell me the name of all the 
villages hereabouts. 

(The king then remembered PR name 
to be Karbe; recolleted the owner's 
name; ſeemed by his "enquiries 
perfectly acquainted with the ſitua- 
tion of the neighbouring villages, 
roads and hills, and informed the 
farmer, that he had not been in the 
country for the ſpace of thirty-ſix 

years. — Now follows a long conver- 

ſation. 
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ſation, conſiſting chiefly of enquiries 
into the names of the neighbouring 
villages and of their owners, which 
Exhibits a wonderful inſtance of the 
-- king's recollection of the country and 
its inhabitants after ſo long an ab- 
ſence. He was among other things 
informed, that a certain M. von Kleiſt 
was in poſſeſſion of Protzen, that he 
had been in the army, but had taken 
his diſcharge, and the king wiſhed 


to know the reaſon ;) 


From. I do not know, fir, 


King. You may tell me without ſcruple. 


I mean nothing by the queſtion, Why 
did the man take his diſcharge? _ 


From. I am really ignorant of his rea- 


(We now came to Protzen, and I ob- 
ſerved that old general Ziethen ſtood 
in the court of the manor houſe, 
When his majeſty heard this, he or- 
duered the carriage to ſtop and got out. 
He ſeemed extremely rejoiced to ſee 
the old general : ſpoke with him and 
M. von Kleiſt upon various ſubjects: 
enquired 
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enquired whether the draining of the 

bog had been of any advantage to 

them; whether their cattle had ſuf- 

| fered by the epidemical diforder ; and 

| recommended ſtone-ſalt as a preſer- 
| vative againſt it. Suddenly his ma- 

| jeſty turned about, and aſked me in a 

| whiſper, Who is that fat gentleman 
in a white coat? I told him it was 

| the provincial counſellor von Quaſt. 

The king then continued his conver- 

ſation with general Ziethen and von 

Kleiſt. Suddenly he turned about 

and ſaid; | 

Your ſervant, counſellor von Quaſt. 
(Mr. von Quaſt then approached his 
majeſty, but he called out to him:) 

Stay where you are, fir, I know you,; 

you are counſellor von Quaſt. 

(The horſes were now put to the car- 
riage; the king took a very affec- 
tionate leave of old general Ziethen, 

|. bowed to the reſt, and drove on. He 
then deſired me to keep by the car- 
Triage, and aſked me again if I really 
could not tell why M. von Kleiſt of 

3 Protzen, 
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Protzen, had taken his diſcharge. I 
aſſured him I could not. He then 
enquired how the harveſt had turned 
out, and after ſome converſation upon 
the ſubject, he aſked me again why 
M. von Kleiſt had taken his diſ- 
charge. I ſuppoſed he might per- 
| haps, have been obliged to take the 
management of his father's eſtates 
upon him, but could not tell the 


true reaſon. 
King. What is the name of "1908 Vile 
lage? 3 


From. Gartz. 
King. Whom does it belong to? 

From. To the counſellor os war, M, 
von Qualt. 

King. To whom, do you ay? 

From, To the counſellor of war, M. 
von Quaſt. 

King. Poh! Il hear of no . 
of war” who does the eſtate belong to? 

From. 


The German titles derived from Rath, (coun- 
ſellor) are innumerable, and their meaning is com- 
monly totally inapplicable to the employment in which 
ORE ho 
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| From. Mr. von Quaſt. 
| King. Na! that's rightly anſwered. 
| (We.then came to Nacheln, where we 
changed horſes, and drove on. His 
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N majeſty aſked after moſt of the vil- 

lages in the neighbourhood, enquired 
; into the produce of the country and 
a the mode of tillage. He aſked like- 
wiſe why we did not cultivate hemp 
8 and woad ? 


From. The ſoil is not fit for it. 


the perſon who bears them is engaged. Here are a 
few of them as a ſpecimen, 


Amſts - WI "Farms (of Domains) 
Cabinets - = | Cabiner 
: Comiſſions = - Commiſſion 
Departements - Diſtrict 
Domainen - = Domains 
Finanz - - Finance 
Juſtiz = = = a Juſtice 
Geheimer = — — 4 Privy 
r Wircklicher Geheimer © | Real Privy 
8 - = | Court 
Krieges 1 of War 
r Kammer - - Court (of Revenue) 
| Ls: <8 Province 
L Regierungs = - | | Government | 
a Waiſen - J | Orphans 


King. 
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King. So you ſay—but you ſhould have 


prone it. 


From. I have tried it, ſire, but did not 
ſucceed; and as a farmer, I cannot make 
many experiments, for if they miſcarry, I 
muſt ſtill pay my rent. 

King. What do you cultivate, where 
you formerly grew woad? 

From. Wheat. 

King. Well, keep to your wheat.— 
Your ſubjects ſeem to be in very good cir- 
cumſtances. 


From. Yes, fire, J can prove by the 
provincial regiſtries that they are worth a 
capital of 50,000 dollars. 

King. I like that. 


Froni. Eleven years ago died a peaſant, 


who poſſeſſed 11,000 dollars in the pro- 
vincial bank. | 

King. You muſt take care to keep them 
in theſe good circumſtances. 
From. It is certainly well that the ſub- 
jects are rich; but it makes them inſolent, 
as is the caſe here. They have complained 


= me to your majeſty ſeven different 
times, 


KING or PRUSSIA: 393 


times, in order to get rid of * ſer- 
vices *. 
King. 1 4 67 they bad caſtes to 
do ſo. | 
From. I humbly beg your n $ 
pardon. The buſineſs has been enquired 
into, and it has been found in every caſe, 
that far from having oppreſſed the ſub- 
jets, I had merely required from them, 
what it was their duty to do. But the 
affair reſted there. The peaſants are never 
puniſhed; your majeſty always ſuppoſes 
them to be in the right, and the poor Far- 
mer muſt ſuffer. | 
King. My ſon, 1 am very ready to be- 
lieve that you were always found to be in 
the right. You take care to ſupply the aſ- 


$833 © 


Hoſedienſt. Germ. The ſubjects are obliged to till 
the ground of their lords, and of the royal domains to 
which they belong, under certain conditions ; formerly | 
they were ſlaves in the ſtricteſt ſenſe. The late king 
granted them a degree of liberty, which renders the 
word flavery no more applicable to their fituation 
but an Engliſhman would heſitate to call them a free 
peaſantry. For an account of their particular duties, 
ſee the Annals of Agriculture, by ang * 2 
l nurn n 1 
? O | ſelſor 
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ſeſſor of your diſtrict with plenty of but- 


ter, capons, and turkeys, 

From. An pleaſe your majeſty, we = 
not afford to do that. Grain brings us 
hardly any profit, and if we did not turn 
theſe other articles into money, how ſhould 
we pay our rent? * * * 

King. Well! do what you pleaſe with 
your ſubjects; but by no means appreſs 


. them. 


- (We now arrived in a different part of 
the country, and the king obſerved :) 
Hereabouts the inhabitants ſeem to be 
in wretched circumſtances. | 


| Fram. Indeed, fire, | they are. 7— 


live i in the greateſt poverty. 
King. I am very, very ſorry for It. 


Formerly a provincial counſellor lived 
here, who had many children, do you re- 


member him? 


From. I ſuppoſe your majeſty - means 
M. von Gorgas, of Ganſer. 

King. Yes, yes, I mean him. Is he 
dead? _ 

From. He died, fire, in the year 1773. 


It was very ſingular, that within a fort- 


4 night, 


KING or PRUSSIA 195 
night, he, his lady, his daughter, and his 
four ſons all died. His four other ſons 
were in your majeſty's ſervice, and each 
of them quartered in a different garriſon. 
But it is remarkable, that they were all ill 
of the ſame diſorder; (which was a kind of 
inflammatory fever) at the fame time, and 
recovered with great difficulty. 

King. That was a 'moſt confounded 
misfortune. | er 
(M. Fromme then gave an account of 
the reſt of the family. The king 
then continued his enquiries about 
the ſtate of agriculture in the bog. 

Mr. Fromme informed him, among 

other particulars, that it had been 

formerly impoſſible in the dryeſt ſea- 
ſon, to get the hay that grew upon 
the moſt elevated parts of the bog 
home, but that they had been obli- 
ged to ſtack it, up and down the bog, 
and fetch it away when the froſt had 
rendered the ground ſo firm as to bear 
a carriage. After the draining of the 
bog, it had been laid dry in every 
part, and great part of it was arable, 
O 2 General 
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| General Görtz muſt have informed 
his majeſty, that M. Fromme had 
formerly dealt in horſes, for he con- 
tinued: 
| King. I know that you love pada 
but I would adviſe you to transfer your 
partiality to the cows: You will gain more 
by breeding cows than horſes. 
From. I do not deal any more in 
| horſes. I breed but few colts every year. 
King. Breed calves; that will anſwer 
better. 
From. But, fire, if proper attention is 
paid to the breeding of horſes, nothing is 
loſt by it. I know a gentleman, who two 
years ago ſold a ſtallion of his own breed- 
ing for 1000 dollars.“ 
King. The man who paid 11 was a fool. 
From. He was a Ig noble- 
man. 
King. He was a fool, notwithitanding. 
(The king then continued his enquiries 
into the names of the neighbouring 
towns” and villages, and their fitua- 


* About 160]. ſterling ; an immenſe price for a 


' horſe of the breed of that country. 
g tion. 
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tion.“ At laſt we arrived upon the 
hills of Stöllen, from which the whole 
bog and the adjacent country may be 
overlooked; and the king took his 
perſpective, and having yiewed the 
country exclaimed with warmth: © 
Well, this is above my expectations 
this is indeed beautiful! I muſt ſay this, 
You, and all who have had a hand in theſe 
improvements, are honeſt men. 
(The king then made us alle come round 
round him, and ſaid) 
This bog to the right, and that to the 
left ſhall be drained and rendered habit- 
able. * * I then ſuppoſe 300 families 
may be ſettled there and 500 head of cat- 
tle kept.—Am I right? 
(To this none ventured to anſwer. At 
laſt I ſaid: Perhaps, fire.” 


* It would be tedious to follow every queſtion aſked 
by the king and every anſwer given, where the country 
is not particularly known. But in all his queſtions Fre- 
deric ſhewed ſo much true patriotiſm, ſo much recol-" 
lection of what he had ſeen thirty-ſix years before, and 
ſo much intimate knowledge of the inferior arts of 
human life, as is never expected N and ſeldom 
found in a monarch. 

O 3 King. 
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_ King. You may tell me without any 
ſcruple. There may be more or leſs. I 
know it is impoſſible to tell exactly at 
firſt. I- have not been there, and am not 
acquainted with the ground; or elſe I 


Could tell as well as any one of you, how 


many families could be ſettled there. 

Several objections were then made by the 
gentlemen, grounded upon the rights 
of common in the bog claimed by 
the lords of the neighbouring eſtates, 
His majeſty anſwered their objections, 
propoſed to purchaſe their right by 
an equivalent, ordered them to ſee the 
work done, and to draw upon his trea- 
ſury for the expence. He then diſmiſ- 
ſed me very graciouſly, and ſoon arrived 

at Rathenow, where he dined with 
lieutenant colonel von Backhof, from 
whom I have the following narrative: 


The king ſeemed highly pleaſed with 


his journey, and faid to lieutenant colonel 


Backhof, My dear Backhof, if you 
have not been lately in the neighbourhood 
of Fehrbellin, go there by all means, 
The country is exceedingly improved. I 

| | have 
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have not made ſo pleaſant a journey this 
long time. I undertook it becauſe I had 


no review, and the gratification I have 


received, will induce me to-make fimilar 


journies in future.“ 


Tell me how did you fare in the laſt 
war? Probably very ill: You could do 
nothing in Saxony neither. The reaſon 
was, we had to fight againſt batteries and 
not againſt men. I might have probably 
effected ſomething ; but I muſt have ſacrifi- 
ced half my army, and ſhed much innocent 
blood. But had I done that, I ſhould bave 
deſerved to have been tied up in the guard- 
room, and to have received a ſound flogging. 
War as carried on now-a-days, 1s a dread- 
ful thing. I am now as well informed of 
the battle of Fehrbellin, as if I had been 
preſent. When I was prince of Pruſſia, 1 
was acquainted with an old burgher (the 
man was very old indeed) who could de- 
ſcribe the whole battle, and was per- 
fectly acquainted with the ſpot. I once 
got into my carriage and took my old 
burgher with me, who then ſhewed me 
every thing, in a very ſatisfactory manner, 


O 4 : As 
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As I returned home, I thought: Well 1 
muſt now have ſome fun with this fellow; 
and aſked him: Father! can you tell me, 
why the two ſovereigns quarrelled? * O 
dear-a-me, yea,” replied the burgher, 
* that's what a can, th' top and bothom 
on't. When ahr elector wur a youngſter, 
he larn'd atth' univarſity o' Utrecht, and 
thear wurth' king of Sweden tew, when 
he wur prince; and thear ye mun nua, 
they fratch'd, and wur ohlus at logger- 
heads: and nah a tell'd yeth' thing as't is.“ 


UPON a certain occaſion in the year 
1775, the king converſed with ſome of 
| His officers upon the fatigues he had un- 
dergone in the laſt war. He recollected 
particularly a certain night, in which he 


* Delirant reges, plectantur Achivi _ 

The King of Pruſſia pronounced what the old man faid 
in the broad provincial dialect of that country. I have 
attempted to imitate it, in the Yorkſhire dialect. At 
the time the King of Pruſſia undertook this journey he 
was 67 years old, and he was fo fatigued by it, that be 
fell aſleep during dinner. | 
: Was 


* — 2 we 
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was almoſt frozen to death; when a com- 
mon ſoldier by lighting a fire with great 
expedition, procured him relief. At 
that time, continued he, I promiſed 
to give the man a trifle, and I do not re- 
collect that I gave him any thing. The 
great difficulties I was then in entirely 
drove it from my memory, and I have not 
thought of it ſince. I ſhould be glad to 
know if the man is ſtill alive ?” An officer 
who was preſent informed his majeſty, 
that the man was at that moment a ſer- 
geant in his regiment. The king was 


| pleaſed, ordered a conſiderable ſum to be 


paid him, and gave him the reverſion of 
a good place in the exciſe revenue, 


A ſhort time before the king's death, a 
good appointment had been given to a 
ſubaltern in his army. The warrant was, 
as uſual, laid before the king for his ap- 
probation and ſignature: but inſtead of 
figning it, he drew under it, a man hang- 

| ing 
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ing upon a gallows; having recolleQed 
ſome particular occurrence, in which he 
| had | behaved improperly, and rendered 
himſelf unworthy of promotion. 


— — . _ 


AT a review in Pruſſia, a woman re- 
queſted the king to grant her ſon, who 
was a private in the guards at Potſdam, 
leave of abſence, that he might have an 
opportunity of viſiting her. The king 
did not comply with her requeſt, but upon 
his return to Potſdam, he informed the 
ſoldier that his mother was in good health, 
and defired to be affectionately remembered 
to him. The following year the king 
was again in Pruſſia, and the woman came 
again to requeſt the fame” favour. The 
king knew her immediately, and before 
the could ſpeak a word, informed her, that 
her ſon was well, and would be very glad 
to ſee her at Potſdam, 


THE king once told general von Roth- 
kirch, that when the Tartars invaded 
Sileſia, 
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' Sileſia, they had extirpated his whole fa- 
mily conſiſting of forty perſons ; except 
an infant in the cradle. General yon 
Rothkirch found, that according to the 
old Sileſian hiſtorians, the caſe had really 
happened, and likewiſe remembered to 
have heard an indiſtin& account of that 
melancholy cataſtrophe in his family. 
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THEN the king was ſurrounded 
| by the Ruſſians in his camp near 
- Schweidnitz, he ordered the tents to be 
ſtruck every night, and continued himſelf 
all night upon the batteries, waiting the 
approach of morning. He once fat down 
upon the bare ground by one of the fires, 
wrapped up in his great coat, and ſeemed 
much fatigued and defirous of ſleep. A 
ſoldier of the regiment of Wollferſdorf 
obſerved it, and pulling off his pouch, 
offered it to the king for a pillow. The 
king laid down, and placed his head upon 
the pouch; but not being able to ſleep, he 
opened his eyes and entered into conver- 
ſation . with the ſoldier; enquired from 
what country he came, how long he had 
been in the ſervice, &c. At laſt the ſoldier, 
emboldened by the king's condeſcenſion, 
ventured 
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ventured to aſk ſeveral queſtions himſelf, 


and the following converſation enſued : 


Soldier. Now, ſuppoſing your majeſty: 


were. taken priſoner, how could. you be 


ranſomed, conſidering that you are a. 


king ? 
King. As a general, not otherwiſe. 
Soldier. Hum ! I can't think that ; 


are more than a general. 


you 


King. No, indeed, I am not. In my: 


army, my rank is that of à general. 


The Soldier ſhook his Bead, and faid, But 


they would get ſome valuable booty, were 
they to take your majeſty priſoner. . 


King. Upon my word they would not. 


[ have not a penny about me. 
Soldier, Your majeſty muſt not think: 


to perſuade me of that. Shall I believe 


that you are entirely without money? 


King. But I tell you, Lam: I am not 


worth 'a farthing - (turning his pockets 
out.) There, you ſee it is as I ſaid. 


Soldier. That is indeed extraordinary. 


But you have there a beautiful 


ring, and 1 dare ſay of wy conſiderable 


value. 
The 
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be King pulled off his ring, and ſbewed 


it to the: ſoldier. Well | what do you think 


it is worth? gueſs. 


ſome 30,000 dollars, or ſo! 
| King. Oh you blockhead ! I'll ſell you 
this ring for 500, —_ be a oy by the 
bargain. 
Soldier. That 1 ſhall never believe. 
That's certainly not true. 
King. Moſt undoubtedly it is.” 11 will 
ſhew you nom its whole value. Theſe 


ſmall (tones may perhaps be worth 300 


dollars. The large ſtone in the middle 
is a topaz, worth at moſt thirty dollars; 
and beſides the ſetting, which coſt a 
trifle, there is men of Fee in the 
whole ling. 
Suidier. Upon my honour, I won not 
have thought it. 
The morning now began to break, 00 
an adjutant came to make his report. The 


king roſe, ordered him to give the ſol- 


dier a Frederic's d'or *, and ſaid, nm 
you ſee that I have no money. Ms 


* About 188. 8 
IN 


Soldier. I fancy the ring may be worth | 
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IN the ſecond Sileſian war, the king 
was once in one of the advanced poſts, 
and was 1o fatigued, that he expreſſed a 
wiſh to ſleep. One of the ſoldiers, who 
was upon guard, got ſome ſtraw, and hav- 
ing ſpread it, wrapped up the king in his 
great coat, who then laid down and ſlept as 
ſoundly, as if it had been a bed of down. 
Soon afterwards the guard was changed; 
and one of the ſoldiers, who ſuppoſed him 
to be only an officer, pulled one handful 
of ſtraw after the other from under him, 
in order to make a bed for himſelf. At 
laſt he did this ſo roughly, that the king 
awoke, and ſaid, * Upon my word, you 
„will ſoon have taken all my ftraw from 
e under me.” The ſoldier immediately 
knew the king, was terribly frightened; 


and, in order to mend his fault, endea- 


voured haſtily to replace the” ſtraw. 
« Never mind it,” ſaid the king, e 
* what FRE have _ LI 


: 
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IN the battle of Torgau, the king 
commanded the left wing of his army, 
and began the attack upon that part of 
the Auſtrian forces, which were very ad- 
vantageouſly poſted upon the hills of Sip- 
tiz. By the united bravery of general 
Ziethen and Leſtewiz, this poſt was 
towards evening forced, and the day de- 
cided in favour of the Pruſſian army, 
The following night was extremely cold, 
and the ſoldiers had lighted fires in dif- 
ferent parts of the camp. Towards morn- 

ing, the king quitted the left wing, and 
rode along the front of the army towards 
the right. When he arrived at his regi- 
ment of guards he-alighted, and went 
and placed himſelf by the fire, ſurrounded 
by his brave officers and grenadiers. Here 
he propoſed to await the dawn, and to 
attack the enemy again in the morning, 
if they ſhould not have retired, which, 
on account of the darkneſs of the night, 
could not be aſcertained. In the mean 
time, he entered into converſation with 


the common ſoldiers, extolled the bravery 
| they 
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they had ſhewn during the action; and 
encouraged them to fight as they had hi- 
therto done. The grenadiers preſſed nearer 
and nearer upon him; and at laſt one of 
them, by name Rebiak, with whom the 
king often ſpoke, and to whom he ſtill 
oftener gave money, ventured to aſk him, 
«© Where he had been during the battle? 
Formerly,” continued the grenadier, we 
were accuſtomed to ſee you at our head, 
leading us into the hotteſt of the battle; 
but this time we did not ſet eyes upon 
you, and it is not right in you to forſake 
us.” The king then informed him with 


the greateſt condeſcenſion, that he had 


commanded the left wing of the army, 
which had been the reaſon why he had 


not appeared at the head of his on regi- 
ment. In the mean time, the king had 


unbuttoned his blue great coat, and the 
grenadier obſerving that a muſket ball 
fell from his cloaths, and that the bule 
let had perforated both his uniform and 
his ſurtout, he cried with enthuſiaſm, 
* You are ſtill our old Fritz. You ſtill 
ſhare every danger with us. With plea- 

P ſure 
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ſure we will ſacrifice our lives for you:“ 
and the whole guard joined him in exclaim- 
ing, Long live the king! Long hve the 
king! Another grenadier faid, Now, Fritz, 
we hope you will provide us comfortable 
winter- quarters. The devil you do,” 
ſaid Frederic; ** firſt let us take Dreſden, 
« and then I will provide for you in a 
1 manner; that will, I think, fatisfy you.“ 
The old grenadiers, who crouded cloſe 
round him, ſmoked, in ſhort muſty pipes, 
the moſt wretched tobacco into the king's 
face. One of them, who knew the king's 
utter averſion to the ſmoke of tobacco, 
called out to the reſt, Get back there, 
with your curſed tobacco. No, no,” 
faid the king, let them ſtand ; I don't 
« diſlike the ſmell of it.” 


DURING the many diſagreeable and 
fatiguing marches the king was obliged 
to undertake with his army, which ſome- 
times happened in the midſt of winter, 
and in the moſt terrible weather, he did 
every thing in his power to keep the eom- 

| mon 


” — 
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mon ſoldiers in ſpirits and good humour, 
He therefore rode amongſt them ſtep by 
ſtep, and converſed with ſuch as he knew 
perſonally. After a very difagreeable march 
the day before, the army was once obliged 
to break up very early in the morning, in 
a dreadful ſtorm of rain and ſnow. It 
was not difficult to obſerve, that the ſol- 
diers did not follow him with the fame 
alacrity and willingneſs as before. Their 
looks, and the profound” filence which 
reigned among the troops, | teſtified the 
contrary. The king, who ſaw this 
with great uneaſineſs, rode in the midſt 
of them without ſaying a word ; hut 
he at laſt turned about, and called to 
his ſoldiers: ** March ! march ! my 
« lads! if we were devils we might fit 
* and enjoy ourſelves by a warm fire; 
* but we are ſoldiers, and therefore 
* march! march!” 


UPON a forced march in the ſecond 
Silefian war, the king rode at the flank of 
2 troop of horſe, -and heard one of the 

P P 2 men 
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men in a diſtant part of the troop curſe 
and ſwear in a moſt dreadful manner, 
He then rode nearer, and heard the ſoldier, 
with*the moſt ſhocking oaths and impre- 
| cations ſay, ** that he wiſhed this d —d 
fe had one day or other an end.” © You 
« are right, my ſon,” cried the king,“ fo 
% do I; but what is to be done? we muſt 
« wait patiently till peace can be made.” 


DURING the attack upon the hills 
of Burkerſdorf in the year 1762, the 
king met a muſketeer who was wounded, 
« How do we fare?“ faid the king. 
% We fare well enough, thank God, re- 
plied the ſoldier; the enemy is put toflight, 
and we have conquered.” * But you, 
* my ſon, are wounded,” faid the king, 
and gave him his handkerchief ; ** take 
« this, and bind up your wound. 
Czernichef, who rode. by the king's 
fide, could not help exclaiming, * Now 
I am no more ſurprized at the zeal and 
enthuſiaſm with which your troops ſerve 

vou, ſince you treat the common ſoldiers 

| with 


KING OT PRUSSIA; 213 
with ſo much kindneſs. and. condeſcen- 


ſion. 


* — 
ad 


11 r —_— — 


IN the year 1759, the king and his 
army were in ſo critical a ſituation, that 


for ſcveral nights he did not get any ſleep. 
At laſt he was ſo fatigued, that he could 
no longer reſiſt the calls of nature ; and 
an officer, who perceived it, made an ar- 
rangement that he ſhould not be diſ- 
turbed by the guards poſted round his 
tent. The king obſerved that ſomething 
unuſual was going forward, and enquired 
what-it was. The officer told him. The 
king then called him into his tent, and 
aſked him if he had eaten any thing ? 
(for he knew that there was the utmoſt 


——— 


ſcarcity of proviſions in his army.) The 


officer anſwered, “es; but by his 
looks, and the ſhrugging X his ſhoulders, 
it was evident that he had not, The kin 

then took a wine bottle ; and having held 
it to the light to ſee * much might be 
left in it, he poured a ſmall glaſs half full, 

aun it himſelf, filled the glaſs with the 
2 remainder, 


— 
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remainder, and gave it to the officer with 
theſe words, This is all I have.“ 


— — — 


"DURING the ſiege of Olmiiz, in 
the year 1758, the enemy ſurprized and 
took at Domſtidtel, a ſupply of ammu- 
nition and artillery, which was on the 
road from Sileſia to the army. Upon 
receiving the news of this unexpeCted 
misfortune, the king ordered all the com- 
manding officers of regiments and batta- 
lions, to attend him in his head-quarters 
at Schmirſiz. When they were afſembled 
before the houſe in which the king was 
quartered, he came to the door; called 
all his officers around him ; ; and ſpoke to 
them as follows: 

* Gentlemen! The enemy has found 
an. opportunity of taking away the ſup- 
plies I expected from Sileſia. This unfor- 
tunate accident obliges me to raiſe the 
ſiege of Olmüz. But my officers are 
not, on this account to ſuppoſe, that every 
thing is loſt. No! they may be aſſured, 
that I will repair this loſs in ſuch a 
manner, 
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manner, that our enemies' will not eafily 
forget it. I therefore now deſire of all 
my officers, that they encourage their 
men, and not ſuffer any of them to mur- 
mur. I hope that none. of my officers 
will ſhew the leaſt diſcontent : for ſhould 
I perceive the leaſt ſymptom of diſſatiſ- 
faction in any one of them, I ſhall puniſh 
it ſeverely. I now intend to break up, 
and put my troops into motion: I ſhall 
march towards the enemy; and where- 
ever I find him, I will fight and beat him, 
let him be poſted as he will, let him be 
covered by one or more batteries. 
But,” continued he [rubbing bis forebead 
with the bead of bis cane} I will how- 
ever never act without conſideration and 
prudence. I am likewiſe convinced, that 
all my officers, as well as orivate wüde 
will do their duty, as men of courage and 
kill, as they hitherto have done.” 


THE day before the bloody, but de- 
ciſive battle at Leuthen, in which the 
Auſtrian army, commanded by Charles, 


P4 pri oer 
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prince of Lothringia, was very ſuperior 
in number to the Pruſſian forces, the 
king ordered all his officers to attend him, 
and held the following ſpeech to them: 

« Gentlemen! I intend to march againſt 
the enemy to-morrow, and to give him 
battle. As the ſucceſs of the whole cam- 
paign depends entirely upon the event of 
this battle, and as it will decide who is 
to be the future. maſter of Sileſia, I have 
ordered you to attend me, in order to tell 
you, that I expect every one of you to do 
his duty in the ſtricteſt manner, and to 
exert himſelf to the utmoſt of his 
power. | 
l defire that every one of you, in his 
particular poſt, attend to the word of 
command; and lead on his troops with 
undaunted courage and bravery; in ſhort, 
that every one approach the enemy with 
the fixed reſolution to conquer or to die, 
If all of you, without exception, are of 
my mind, I am ſure of victory. 

<« I am perfectly well informed where 
the ſtrength, and where the weakneſs of 
the enemy lies; and I ſhall therefore 

place 
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place every corps in a ſituation in which 

it will fight with advantage to itſelf; and 

it will then only depend upon you, to 
fight with manly courage, and old een 
bravery. ; 

« If any one of you is a . if 
any one is not determined to ſacrifice his 
life for his country, let him ſtep forward, 
before he make others as cowardly as 
himſelf! Let him ſtep forward, and he 
mall immediately receive his diſcharge 
without ceremony or reproach.” 

(As the king ſpoke theſe words, the 
tears ran down the cheeks of major- 
general von Rohr ; but the king, 
who perceived it, embraced him, and 
faid, * My dear Rohr, I did not 
% mean you.” After a ſhort pauſe, 
which followed what the king faid 
laſt, one of the ſtaff-officers ſaid with 
enthuſiaſm, in the name of all the 
reſt, ** None, fire, but a ſcoundrel, 
will doit. We are all ready to fa- 
crifice our Jives for your majeſty,” 


Vs Os then concluded his ſpeech 
with 


4 
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with apparent compoſure and fatif. 


faction, as follows: 

* I ſee there is none amongſt you 
who does not poſſeſs true heroiſm. But 
though I am convinced of this, I ſhall 
take particular notice whether each of you 
fulfils his promiſe, and does his duty 
faithfully. I ſhall be in the front, and 
in the rear: I ſhall fly from one wing to 
the other; no ſquadron, no company, 
will eſcape my ſtricteſt attention ; and 
whoever I then find exerting himſelf, and 
doing his duty to the utmoſt of his power, 


upon him will I heap honour and favour, 


and I ſhall never forget it. But who- 
ever neglects his charge, may go about his 
buſineſs, ang never again ſhew Re be- 
fore me. 

T de glorious victory which crowned 
the bravery of the Pruſſians in the battle 
which enſued, is well known; and it 
was followed by the ſubjection of all Si- 
leſia. , 


tim |; AFTER 
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AFTER the defeat of the king's army 
at Hochkirch, in the year 1758, the king 
ordered his general and ſtaff-officers to 
come into his tent, and he ſpoke to them 
as follows: 

% You know, gentlemen, that we have 
been ſurpriſed, and beaten. The dark- 
neſs of the night was the chief cauſe of 
our confuſion and defeat. You muſt now 
conſider where we are at preſent. We are 
now in Upper Luſtatia. Our eſtates, our 
wives, our children, every thing that is 
dear to us, is cloſe behind us. If we are 
once more defeated, all this is loſt. A 
battle is unavoidable. For my part, ſooner 
than give way, I will be buried upon the 
ſpot with my whole army. I ſuppoſe you 
all to be of the ſame mind, but if any one 
of you is differently diſpoſed, let him ſay 
ſo, and he may go home immediately.“ 

Several officers aſſured the king, in the 
name of all the reſt, that they would to 
the utmoſt of their power fulfil their 
duty, as they had hitherto done, Upon 
* the king diſmiſſed them with his 

uſual 
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uſual compoſure and affability of coun. 
tenance. 

After the abovementioned diſaſter the 
King of Pruſſia was informed that the 
ſpirits of the ſoldiers were very much de- 
jected, and that the officers thought there 
was reaſon to dread the conſequences, 
T he following morning he addreſſed them 
at the parade, as follows: | 

We have been ſurpriſed by the enemy, 
as by thieves in the night. I have, not- 
withſtanding, the greateſt reaſon to be 
fatisfied with my troops, and I return 
them my thanks for their attachment to 
me. I am particularly obliged to my 
princes, for the bravery with which they 
have defended themſelves. But I am ſorry 
to hear that it has been privately inſinu- 
ated among my troops, that my reſources 
were now all exhauſted. Whoever thinks 
ſo, and is a coward, may have his diſmil- 
fin upon the ſpot: and I ſhall refuſe it to 
none who apply for it.“ 

There appeared, however, not one in 
the whole army to claim this title, hither- 
to unknown among Pruſſian ſoldiers, and 
8 the 
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the troops were, by the words and example 
of the king, inſpired with new courage. 


—— — _— 


BEFORE the battle of Roſbach, the 
united French and Imperial armies con- 
ſiſted together of 50,000 men. The king 
of Pruſſia led into the field againſt this 
ſuperior force, only 22,000 horſe and foot. 
Before this memorable battle his majeſty 
addreſſed his troops as follows: 


The hour is now come, my friends, 
in which every thing that is, or ought to 


de dear to us depends upon our arms and 
our conduct. Time allows me to ſay but 


little, and many words are unneceſſary. 
You all know that you have ſuffered no 
fatigue, no hunger, no cold, no watch- 
ing, no danger, that I have not ſhared 
with you, and you now ſee me ready to 
facrifice my life with you and for you. 
All I deſire of you, is the return of that 
affection and fidelity, which you may be 


aſſured of, on my ſide. I will now only 


add, not as an encouragement to you, but 
"As 
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as a proof of my gratitude for your paſt 
ſervices, that from this hour, to the day 
you get into winter quarters, your pay 
ſhall be doubled. —Now ! fight like brave 
men, and truſt for ſucceſs in God.” 

The effect of this ſhort ſpeech was be- 
yond all deſcription. The acclamations 
of the whole army teſtified the emotions 
they felt, the ſoldiers were inſpired with 
an heroic enthuſiaſm, their countenances 
and actions were full of ardour to fight for 
a king whom they adored; and in this 
ſtate of mind they were led to battle and 
to victory. 


— 


IHE king's ſpeech to his old generals, 
held April 5, 1778, after having finiſhed 
his reviews, being then upon the point of 
opening the war occaſioned by the diſ- 
puted Bavarian ſucceſſion. 


te Gentlemen! 


I have called you together for reaſons 
that concern us all, Moſt of you have 


ſerved 
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ſerved the greateſt part of your lives with 
one another, and with me; we are grown 
greyheaded in the ſervice of our country, 
and we therefore know beſt ourſelves the 
dangers, difficulties and glory in which 
we have ſhared. I have no doubt, but 
that all of you as well as myſelf, abhor 
the ſpilling of innocent blood, but the 
danger with which our country is at 
preſent threatened, renders it our duty, 
and makes it even neceſſary, that we en- 
deavour by the moſt effectual and moſt 
immediate meaſures to diſpel the ſtorm 
which ſeems ready to break over our 
heads. I rely in my future operations 
entirely upon your well known zeal for 
my ſervice, and I ſhall acknowledge it 
with gratitude as long as I live, But at 
the ſame time I require of you, that 
you look upon it as your moſt ſacred 
duty, to ſhew kindneſs and mercy to our 
enemies, and to attend in the ſtricteſt 
manner to the keeping up of a rigid diſ- 
cipline among the troops under your 
command, 


cc I do 
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% J do not wiſh to travel with the 
pomp of a king. You all know that 1 
find no pleaſure in a ſplendid equipage, 
But my advanced age, and encreaſing in- 
firmities, render me incapable of riding as 
I have been wont to do in my younger 
years. 1 ſhall therefore be under the 
neceflity of uſing a poſt-chaiſe; but on 
the day of battle you _ ſee me on 
horſeback.” 


* „ 3 Y 


AFTER every arrangement had been 
made before the battle of Zorndorf, when 
the Pruſſian army had left the camp, and 
advanced towards the enemy, the king 
converſed, during the march, both with 
the officers and privates of ſeveral regi- 
ments. Among others he noticed a ſer- 
jeant in a battalion of grenadiers, one 
Beek, a very old man, whoſe bare head 
was only covered by his cap, as he 
had hung his wig upon his pouch. The 
king rode up to him and obſerved, that 
his wrinkled face was full of expreſſion 
and fire, 


cc My 
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* My good friend,” ſaid the king, I. 
think it is almoſt time you were otherwiſe 
provided for. Have you learnt any thing?” 

Serjeanft, No, pleaſe your majeſty, I 
have learnt nothing, I can neither read 
nor write, I was taken for a ſoldier very 
young, and I am good for nothing but to 
be ſhot dead. 

King, How long have you been in my 
ſervice? 

Serjeant, Four and forty years. I have 
ſtill my health bravely, and if the war 
laſts much longer, it will one day or other 
be my turn to die. But as for that; I 


don't care a farthing about it. I am uſed 


to the life of a ſoldier, There is at pre- 
ſent but one thing that oppreſſes my mind 
alittle, and if that was off of it, not a doit 
would I care for being ſhot dead on the 
ſpot, I would then die with a deal of 
comfort. 

The king heard all this with great at- 
tention, and then aſked; * Well, and 
what may this be?” 3 

Serjeant, Pleaſe your majeſty, I have 
one only ſon, a fine lad gf his years, as 


. I any 
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any going. His mother has taught him 
to read a little, but what of that? I ſhould 
like him to learn ſomething downright 
and clever, ſomething better than his fa- 
ther knows. I ſhould like to get him into 
a good ſchool, and his learning would be 
of much uſe to him when he comes into 
our company. But, lack-a-day, my pay 
wont let me think on't. 
King. Pray, my good friend, where i is 
your fon to be found? 
The old man told the king the name, 
and the place of abode of his ſon. The 
king rode away, and in a few minutes the 
battle commenced. | 
The old man eſcaped being ſhot dead, 
and when the courier who; carried the 
news of the victory to Berlin returned, he 
brought him a letter from his wife, by 
which he was informed, that her ſon had 
been taken from her, and placed in the 
academy at Berlin, where he was cloathed, 
fed, and taught at the king's expence.— 
The old man wept for joy at the news.* 


] have ſeparated this anecdote from the preceeding 
ones of a ſimilar nature, as, in my opinion it does 
* | | equal 


1 
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IN the battle of Torgau, the king was 
ſlightly grazed by a muſket ball. All his 
aid du camps being ſent with orders to 
different parts of the army were abſent, 
excepting count Frederic d'Anhalt (now 
lieutenant general in the Ruſſian ſervice.) 
The king-was at the head of his troops, in 
the midſt of danger. Count d'Anhalt en- 
treated him to retire, in order to have his 


wound drefſed. ** No,” replied the king, 


we muſt now endeavour” to ſtop the 
« prevailing confuſion; and fight for vie- 
* tory, or my life is of no conſequence.” 
His perſonal bravery inſpired his troops 
with new courage, the troops rallied, 
and obtained a compleat victory. 


—_— 


ANOTHER time one of the king's 
pages, who was cloſe by him, had his 


equal credit to the preſence of mind and cool courage 
of the king, and to his generoſity. The approaching 
danger, the agitation of mind which the uncertainty 
of ſucceſs mult naturally occaſion in the mind of the 
moſt collected, the buſtle and noiſe of the battle, did 
not obliterate in his mind the ſubject of a converſation 


with a private ſoldier. 
Q 2 horſe 
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| horſe ſhot dead under him. The page 
fell, and ſtruck his ribs againſt the hilt of 
his ſword with ſuch violence, as to bend 
it entirely crooked. With looks in which 
were pictured the pain and fear he was in, 
the page attempted to run off. Where 
are you going,” cried the king, take 
your ſaddle with you.” The page was 
really obliged to take off the ſaddle, while 
the king ſtood by him, during a hail of 
| Hot from the muſkets of the enemy. _ 
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TE king frequently expoſed his life 
to ſo imminent danger, that when the en- 
treaties of the common ſoldiers could not 
prevail upon him to retire, they ſome- 
times crowded upon him with ſuch vio- 
lence, as to force him out of the hotteſt 
of the battle. Some of them once faid to 
him upon ſuch an occaſion: If we loſe 
your majeſty, we are all undone!” “ My 
dear lads,” replied the king, you are 
certainly right; and rode back, but in a 
few minutes he was again in the fame 
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"DURIN G the ſiege of Schweidniz, the 
king once ſuddenly conceived the idea' of 
being blooded® in the open field, He 
enquired for a ſurgeon and one was im- 
mediately brought to him. He alighted, 
fat down upon an eminence, and the 
operation was performed. The vein had 
hardly began to bleed when a bomb fell 
cloſe to the king, and covered him and 
the ſurgeon with earth. The ſurgeon ran 
off immediately, and. left the monarch 
fitting. Without betraying the leaſt figns 
of fear, Frederic immediately called him 
back, ordered him to bind up the vein, 
and added ſome of his uſual expreſſions of 
diſpleaſure. At laſt the ſurgeon returned 
trembling, and half dead with fear. 
0 You may feel, I ſuppoſe,” ſaid the king, 


= The King of Pruffa had made the ſtudy of mee 
dicine a part of his amuſement, and ſuppoſed himſelf 
poſſeſſed of conſiderably more knowledge in this ſcience 
than he really had. If any of his friends were ill he 
commonly gave them his advice, and would preſcribe 


medicines for them, which would perhaps, if they had - 


been taken, have ended their diſorder effectually, by 
putting an end to their lives. 
Q 3 © wheres 
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«©, whereabouts your heart is; it is in 
* the right place, I dare to ſay; come 
e and bind up my arm immediately.“ 
The ſurgeon having done as he was or- 
dered, the king mounted his horſe, and 
rode off very calmly. 


* HE king and his ſmall army were 
once poſted in the Newmark, oppoſite 
to, and only ſeparated from the immenſe 
Ruſſian army, by the narrow bed of a 
river. As very much depended upon his 
being preciſely acquainted with the ſtrength 
and poſition of the enemy, he determined 
to get the moſt authentic intelligence ; 
and therefore rode, accompanied by an 
adjuzant, one of his pages, who carried a 
perſpective, and a groom, cloſe to the 
bank of the river. He then alighted, 
laid his perſpective upon the ſhoulder of 
the page, and began to obſerve the enemy. 
At a ſmall diſtance, on the oppoſite fide 
of the river, the Ruflians had thrown up 
a battery; and as ſoon as they perceived 
him, they kept up a {mart fire upon the 
place 


. 
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place where he ſtood. The balk truck 
into the ground on all fides of him, and 
covered his coat, and even his hat, with 
earth. At laſt, the adjutant who accom- 
panied him, thought it his duty to ap- 
prize the king of his danger; and pulling 
him gently by the coat, he begged his 
majeſty would not remain in ſo dangerous 
a ſpot, and ſhewed him the effects of the 
fire of the enemy upon his cloaths. © The 
king did not anſwer him for ſome minutes; 
but he at laſt turned his head, and ſaid 
with great compoſure, ** if you are afraid; 
« Sir, you may ride back again; and 
then continued his obſervations. - After 
having ſeen every thing he wiſhed, he 
ſaid to the page, Now I have done, 
* you may pack up again.“ He then 
mounted his horſe; rode gently towards 
the camp; and converſed with the adju- 
tant upon indifferent ſubjects, 


* 
N 1 
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IN the ſecond Sileſian war, the king 
rode out with a very ſmall ſuite to recog- 
nize the motions of the enemy. A party 

Q4 of 
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of pandures * lay in ambuſcade in a wood, 
through; which be was. obliged to paſs, 
and ſeveral ſhots were fired at his ſuite, 
though without effect. The king was 
not in the leaſt diſconcerted ; when ſud. 
denly a foldier of the corps des Chaſſcurs, 
called out, Sire! Sire ! fave your life, from 
behind the next tree a man is aiming 
t your majeſty. The king turned round 
with great calmneſs, ſaw the pandure, who 
bad juſt taken his aim, lifted up his ſtick, 
and called to him in a threatening tone of 
voice, You! You! there, Sir! The pan- 
dur immediately grounded his firelock, 
took off his hat, and ſtood in a reſpect- 
ful poſture, till the king had paſſed by. 


* 
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IN the year 1782, the king went out 
to ſee ſeveral mines blown up, which had 
been laid the autumn before near Potſdam, 
in order to make an experiment, whether 
the powder would keep dry and good in 


* Pandyres are free corps in the Auſtrian ſeryice, 
wotorious for thaig cowardice and cruel rapacity. 
1 them 
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them through the winter. The experi+ 
ment fully anſwered the king's expecta- 
tion, and he ſeemed highly fatisfied ; 
when ſuddenly all the officers who ac- . 
companied him were alarmed by the fall- 
ing of a granate, weighing about half a 
pound, upon the king's thigh, The ac- 
cident might have produced dangerous 
conſequences, but their fears were ſoon 
quieted. This time,” faid the king, 
with his uſual tranquillity and preſence of 
mind, ** this time, a blue ſpot will be all 
* the conſequence.” | 


THE king of Pruſſia gained the victory 
in the battle at Sohr, by the loſs of all 
his baggage, which fell into the hands of 
the enemy. In the evening he wiſhed for 


ſomething to eat, but nothing was to be 


had. At laſt, two bottles of Hungarian 
wine were diſcovered, and brought to the 
king ; but he wiſhed for ſomething to 
eat, as well as to drink, and ſomebody 


was ordered to ſearch the whole camp for 
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food. At laſt, a whole loaf of - bread 
was found in the poſſeſſion of a ſoldier, 
belonging to a Weſt-Pruſſian regiment, 
The meſſenger offered the man a ducat 
for his loaf; but he refuſed it, and faid, 
that if he could eat the ducat as well as 
the loaf, he would change, but not elſe, 
But when he heard that it was for the 
king's ſupper, he reſolved to fell part of 
it for the ducat; and in order to fatisfy 
himſelf that he had not been impoſed 
upon, he ſtole after the meſſenger, ſaw 
the bread delivered, and that the king eat 
it with the greateſt avidity. 
The king then enquired, whence they 
had procured it? the ſoldier was brought 
before him; the king thanked him, and 
ordered him to aſk a favour. The ſoldier 
accordingly requeſted a trifling office * in 
a vil- 


The office the ſoldier aſked for was that of 
ſchulze. In every village a man is appointed to this 
office from among the peaſants, by their choice, and 
with the approbation of the lord of the manor, 

He is the firſt character among the peaſants, ang 
commonly, in proportion to his ignorance, feels him- 
l! | ſelf 
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a wiltigs* in Pruſſia, and it was granted 
him, becauſe he had ſatisfied the _ of 


a monarch. 


IN the year 1761, the Auſtrians and 
Ruſſians united their forces, and formed 
an army of 120,000 men, The king of 
Pruſſia, whoſe troops conſiſted only of 
fifty battalions of infantry, and eighty 


ſelf of more importance in his fituation than the 
chief-juſtice of the province. His houſe is frequently 
the alehouſe, where all the politics of the village are 
diſcuſſed, and where his opinion prefides over every 
other,—By virtue of his office, he publiſhes all orders, 
decrees, and mandates of the ſovereign ; executes the 
wartants for the levying of troops, and apprehending 
of criminals; his concurrence is neceſſary to the va- 
lidity of all contracts, agreements, and wills, made 
among the peaſants of his village. He likewiſe ſettles 
all trifling differences that occur between them, and 
has ſome ſmall emolument, and a great deal of trou- 
ble, annexed to this his petty juriſdiction. In a large 
village he is frequently aſſiſted by one or two ſubſtan- 
tial men, upon whom ſome ſhare of his authority and 
importance then deyolves. This office ſeems to have 
ſome ſmall ſimilarity with that of the tythingmen, 
clabliſhed i in England by king Alfred the Great. 


ſquadrons 
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uadrons of horſe, could not venture to 
give them battle, without riſking the e en- 
tire deſtruction of his ſmall, army. . He 
took therefore ſo advantageous a poſt near 
Bunzelwitz, that the enemy found it 
would be connected with great danger to 
attack him. In this manner he kept this 
immenſe body in a ſtate of inaction for 
the ſpace of twenty days; and the art he 
ſhewed upon this occaſion was the more 
to be admired, as he was totally un- 
practiſed in the arts of delay, in any. of 
bis operations, While confined in, this 
camp, he was every night in the trenches, 
and often ſtaid till break of day at the 
fires kindled in different parts of the 
camp. * Take a bundle of ſtraw with 
% you,” ſaid he one night to an attendant, 
, that I may not be obliged to ſleep upon 


« the bare greund, as I have done for 


« theſe ſeveral nights.” 


THE following is an extract of 1 a 


letter from an officer to his friend, written 
| after 
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after the unfortunate battle of "Cunert: 
dorf. 

### There remained only 500 men 
with the king. The regiments are ſo re- 
duced, that they look like ſo many com- 
panies. I ſaw the king this morning in 
an open farm houſe, half deſtroyed by the 
Coſſacks, as faſt aſleep upon a bundle of 
ſtraw, as if he were in perfect ſecurity. 
His hat half covered his face; his ſword 
lay drawn by his fide, At his feet ſnored 
two of his adjutants upon the bare ground. 
One grenadier watched at the door, The 
monarch ſeems to poſſeſs the ſame com- 
mand over the ſtrength and powers of his 
body, and to uſe leep and refreſhment as 
much at his own option, as he is perfect 
maſter of the movements of his mind, 


ke. Kc. 
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IN the ſecond Sileſian war, the king 
ſhared all the dangers and fatigues of his 
troops. He once marched with the gre- 
nadiers of his regiment of guards, till very 

2 | late 
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late at night. At laſt halt was made, the 
king alighted and ordered the grenadiers 
to light a fire, as it was extremely cold, 
He then wrapped himſelf up-in his great 
coat and fat himſelf down upon a bundle 
'of wood to the fire, and his grenadiers 
laid themſelves upon the ground round 
about him. Soon after, general Ziethen 
came up, took a bundle of wood, and fat 
himſelf down by the king. They were 
both extremely fatigued and fell aſleep. 
But the king's ſleep was broken, he fre- 
quently: opened his eyes, and obſerved 
that general Ziethen had ſlipt from his 
ſeat and that a grenadier attempted to place 
a bundle of wood under- his head for a 
pillow. *© Bravo, my ſon,” ſaid the king 
ſoftly, „the brave old man is much fa- 
tigued.” Preſently another grenadier roſe 
half aſleep, reeled to the fire, and lighted 
his pipe. By accident he ſtruck againſt 
the general's foot, and the king, whoſe 
attention was entirely directed to his friend, 
called to him and the reſt : © Grenadiers, 
be quiet, take care you do not wake my 
old Ziethen, he is much fatigued.” | 
EA ; IN 
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IN the year 1761, Schweidniz was re- 
taken by the Auſtrian troops in a manner 


altogether unaccountable, conſidering the 


ſtrength of the place, and the compleat 
ſtate of defence it was then in. When 
the king firſt received the news of the 
diſaſter, he was inclined to accuſe the go- 

yernor, general von Zaſtrow of treachery : 
but his heart was too generous to retain 
long a ſuſpicion againſt an officer who had 
hitherto ſerved him with unimpeached 
integrity, and he allowed that he would 
perhaps himſelf have been defeated by the 
uncommon and unexpected manner in 
which the town. was aſſailed. He there- 
fore recollected himſelf immediately and 


ſaid: This is a terrible misfortune! But 


we mult . endeavour to recover it.” And 
to general Zaſtrow he wrote: © In your 
letter to me, you make uſe of the words, 
which Francis the firſt wrote to his mo- 
ther after the battle of Pavia.” ** We have 


loſt every thing, but our honour.” « As I 


cannot clearly comprehend how this miſ- 


fortune can have happened, I defer my 


decifion 
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deciſion upon the ſubje& till I obtain 
further information, It is certainly a very 
extraordinary affair, 


THE day before the defeat at Hoch. 
- kirck, it was obſerved from one wing of 
the Pruffians, that the Auſtrians oppoſite 


to them were buſy in throwing up ram- 
parts, and the officer who commanded 


that wing, ſent an adjutant to the king 
to inform him of what he had ſeen, He 
at the ſame time wiſhed to know, whether 
he ſhould fire upon them, in order to in- 
terrupt them in their work, as he believed 
he could reach them with the largeſt 
guns. The king ordered him to let them 
alone, till the next day, and diſmiſſed him, 
But juſt as the adjutant left the tent, the 


king called after him, and aſked him: 


%% How much he ſuppoſed the charge of 
a cannon might coſt.” The officer was 
embarraſſed at the unexpected queſtion, 
but as he knew the king always expected 
ſome kind of anſwer, he faid; © About a 

| Louis 
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Louis d'or.” And tell me,” continued 
the king, © How many Louis d'ors do 
vou think the raſcals are worth? Tou 
may fire a few at them, but not many.“ 
But it was found upon trial, that the guns 
would not reach them. 


MISCELLANEOUS ANECDOTES, 


UinTvs Ieirtus once brought 
a painting to the king, the work 
of an artiſt, a native of his dominions. 
The king was at firſt fight ſtruck with its 
merit, and expreſſed his warm approbas 
tion, but as ſoon as he heard that the 
painter was a native, he ſaid, Take it 
away, I do not like it.” When the artiſt 


* Tt muſt be remembered, that notwithſtanding the 
authenticity of this and the following anecdote, the 
king gave great encouragement to the artiſts of his 
dominions, and they prove that the king was capri- 
cious, but not that he was illiberal. 

55 R heard 
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heard this, he was ſo mortified by the 
contempt with which his performance 
had been treated, that he immediately 
threw it into the fire. It happened ſoon 
after, that the king wanted a piece to 
match another in one of his apartments, 
and he ſent to Quintus, deſiring that he 
would buy for him the picture he had 
ſhewn him, as he wiſhed to fill a vacancy 
with it. Quintus informed him that it 
was no more to be had, but that the ar- 
tiſt, as it had the misfortune not to pleaſe 
his majeſty, had burnt it. That is 
carrying caprice very far,” ſaid the king. 
« Yes,” replied Quintus, kd this painter, 
though but a German, has all the caprice, 
of an Italian. | 


1T has already been obſerved that the 
king had a great partiality for the French 
language. In manufactures requiring taſle 
and elegance, he likewiſe gave that nation 
the preference to his own ſubjects. But 
_ notwithſtanding this, he liberally encou- 
raged the manufactories of this kind in 
6 | | his 
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his ſtates, though he made little uſe of 
their productions himſelf. 4 
The king had a ſnuff- box which was 
given him by general count Rothenburg, 
and upon which he ſet a very great value. 
Unfortunately the box fell from his hand, 
and the hinge broke. The king was much 
vexed at it, and mentioned the circum- 
ſtance to one of his confidents. The 
gentleman told him that he might have it - 
repaired to his fatisfaQion at Berlin. This 
the king at firſt doubted, as he believed it 
had been made at Paris. The ſnuff-box 
was, however, taken to an eminent artiſt, 
and repaired in ſo neat a manner, that it 
was impoſſible to ſee that it had ever been 
broken. The king ſeemed uncommonly 
pleaſed with the work, but when he was 
informed that the artiſt who had repaired, 
had actually made the box, he gave it to 
the perſon who brought it, and ſaid; © You 
may take the box yourſelf, I can now make 
no further uſe of it. | 


R 2 | IN 
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IN the year 1765, the king gave an 
officer of the engineers an unlimitted com- 
miſſion to repair ine of his fortreſſes ac- 
cording to his own ideas. The officer was 
an avaricious man, and by his extortions 
and oppreſſions, he exaſperated the pea- 
ſants, whoſe duty it was to provide carts 
atid horſes for the undertaking, ſo much, 
that they made a complaint to the king 
againſt him. The officer was ordered to 
defend himſelf, but as he knew he had 
nothing to urge in his favour, he went 
home and hanged himſelf. Upon this his 
effects were ſeized, and he was found to 
poſſeſs above 60,000 dollars in ready caſh, 
beſides many other valuables. This was 
reported to the king, and the queſtion 
aſked, how he would have this money diſ- 
poſed of: I will hear nothing about the 
matter,” ſaid the monarch; and the widow 
remained in quiet poſſeſſion of the fruits 
of her huſband's extortions. | 

There are ſeveral inſtances, that the 
king, inſtead of puniſhing thoſe who had 

defrauded him of money, ſuffered them to 
8 is poſſeſs 
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poſſeſs what they had embezzled, and 
only forbid them ever to come near him 


again. 


A French officer of engineers deſerted, 
and offered his ſervices to the king. His 
offer was accepted, and in order to enſure 
a good reception upon his introduction to 
his majeſty, he preſented to the king 
ſeveral plans of French fortreſſes of his 
own drawing. I thank you,” faid the 
king, © for your preſent; but you ſhall 
never ſet a foot in any of my fortreſſes, 
as I fee you make ſo bad a uſe of your 
talents. But I will employ you to in- 
ſtruct my miners and pioneers.” The 
king kept his word; for the officer was 
never employed in any other ſervice, 


* 


U 


MoNslzux JX deſerted from the 
French, and entered into the Pruſſian ſer- 
vice under the aſſumed title of count DB. 
He ſoon acquired the king's favour, and 
| R 3 Was 
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' was promoted. The ſo called count was at 
laſt made lieutenant colonel, and had then 
the impudence to introduce a lady whom 
he called his wife, to court, and to preſent 
her to the princeſs royal. The princeſs 
grew fond of her company, and ſhewed 
her much favour. She at laſt died, and 
another lady appeared, who marred the 
whole plot, by proving herſelf the real 
wife of Mr. T „alias count D , 
and the counteſs proved to have been a 
common fille de joye at Paris. This op- 
portunity was eagerly laid hold of, to ruin 
the count in the good opinion of the king, 
and his conduct was painted to him 
in the worſt colours poſſible. The king 
accordingly wrote to him the following 
letter: 5 


& To lieutenant colonel count D 
or otherwiſe to Mr. T 


3 


«© When I took you into my ſervice, it 
was perfectly indifferent to me, whether 
you had a wife, or kept a miſtreſs, I 
therefore paſs over in filence, your im- 
pudence in introducing her to the royal 

| family. 
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family. She is dead, and with her the 
affair may drop. But I adviſe you to be 
more careful how you introduce the lady, 
who is now brought upon the ſcene. Be 
faithful in your duty to me. At your age 
and mine, a man ought to care little for 


the other ſex. 
om FREDERIC2 


. 
*® * * 
* 
1 » 


AT a general review, curioſity had 
brought together an incredible number of 
people. By what means,” aſked a prince 
who rode with the king, “ may all theſe 
people get their livelihood?” The king . 
immediately anſwered: ©* By cheating one 
another, and every one of them, without 


exception, by cheating me.” 


2} % 


UPON the eſtabliſhment of a new re- 
giment, ſeveral Italian noblemen offered 
their ſervices, and requeſted the com- 
manding officer of the regiment to inform 


the king, that they were willing to ſerve 
| R 4 him 
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him as officers in the regiment. The 
officer accordingly acquainted the king 
with their offer, and received the toon 
ing anſwer: - 


4 My dear colonel, 


tc J like the Italians well enough: thi 
is evident from the large ſalaries I allow 
my opera fingers. But I cannot ſay that 
I am very fond of employing them in 
my army, on account of their effeminacy, 
indolence, and ill-humour, I defire, there. 
fore, that you decline the offer of theſe 
_ gentlemen in as polite a manner as you 
FREDERIC," 


SOME of the ladies belonging to 
the opera at Berlin, who played the 
dumb parts of attendants on the heroes 
of the ſtage, petitioned the king that he 
would grant them an annual falary, as 
he did every other performer at the 

opera: 
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opera ;* and repreſented that they could 
not ſubſiſt upon the ſcanty earnings of an 
evening's performance. The king wrote 
under their petition the following: 

« In applying to me in this buſineſs 
you have been entirely miſtaken, It is an 
affair which concerns your own kings and 
queens, and you muſt apply to them. It 
is a point with me, never to meddle with 
the concerns of other courts.” | 


A. MAJoR in the army had fignalized 
himſelf upon a certain occaſion, and the 
king wiſhing to reward him, preſented 
him with the order Pour le Merite. The 
major humbly thanked his majeſty, but 
added: But what good will that do 

| me?” 


* The performers at the opera in the reſidences of 
moſt of the German courts, are paid by their reſpective 
princes, and are part of the court eſtabliſhment. The 
acceſs to theſe entertainments is therefore freely open 
to every well dreſſed perſon, and in towns not very 
populous, no great inconvenience is felt, or dreaded 
from too great a crowd, 
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me?” ( Well then,” faid the king, 41 
will give you the government of a pro. 
vince.” © Your majeſty,” replied the major, 
te is too gracious; but what good will 
that do me?” Well, if that won't do 
neither,” ſaid the king, I will ſettle a 
penſion upon you.” © I humbly thank 
your majeſty,” replied the major, © Iam 
unworthy of all this favour; but what good 
will that do me?” The king ſaid no more, 
but when the major had retired, the king 
aſked: ** What is it that I can do for this 
man, what does he want more?“ One of 
the officers who was preſent, informed the 
king, that the major had a habit of add- 
ing, without any kind of meaning, to 
every thing he ſaid What good will 
that do me?” Well,“ ſaid the king, © I 
ſhould have known that,. for, in fact, I 
have given too much: however he may 
keep it, as he has got it.“ 


OT On — - 2». —cc 


IN the beginning of his reign, Frederic 
II. was extremely fond of monkeys, and 


kept ſeyeral of them for his amuſement in 
his 
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his cloſet. One day he miſſed one of 
them, and after much fruitleſs ſearch, 
imagining he might have got out of the 
room, he opened the door and called: 
« Mr. Privy Counſellor,* will you come 
here?” A clerk of a law-office who waited 
in the apartment, to deliver ſome papers 
to the king, ſuppoſing that he was meant, 
came immediately forward, with much 
formal ceremony. The king was ſur- 
priſed at his ſudden appearance, and faid: 
“ I did nat mean you, fir, but as it has 
ſo happened, you may as well be privy 
counſellor.” And the title was GE 
conferred upon him. T 255 


— — 


THE King of Pruſſia was uncommonly 
well verſed in the genealogy of the old 
noble families in his dominions. He was 
alſo very cautious how he promoted any 
but perſons deſcended from a noble family 
to any rank in his army, and never did it 


Hofrath, the name he had given him. 
+ A proof of what is aſſerted in the note of page 
190. 
without 
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without particular reaſons. When the 
long wars he carried on had very much 
thinned the nobility in his ſtates, he ele. 
vated moſt of thoſe whom he was obliged 
to advance to the rank of officers, from 
the rank of citizens to that of noblemen, 
or diſmiſſed them after the peace. 

It frequently happened at his reviews, 
for what reaſons is not known, that the 
king would call the rank of an officer in 
queſtion, and perhaps ſay to him abruptly : 
* Who are you? you are no nobleman ;” 
and then inſiſt upon his aſſertion, in ſpite 
of any thing that might be ſaid to the 
contrary. At one of his reviews the king 
aſked an officer of confiderable rank what 
was his name? The officer told him, and 
the king immediately replied: . © You are 
no nobleman.” * The emperor Rudolph 
the ſecond,” returned the officer very 
cooly, ** has many hundred years ago 
condemned to the payment of a fine of 
ten marks of pure gold, every man who 
dares to doubt the rank of my family. 
*© Your moſt obedient,” replied the king, 
« I have no money by me:” and rode on. 


IN 


KING or PRUSSIA. 283 


IN a Roman catholic town in Sileſia, 
ſeveral of the filver offerings dedicated to 
the Virgin Mary, were diſcovered to be 
miſſing. After much fruitleſs ſearch and 
enquiry who might be the thief,” the clerk 
obſerved, that a certain ſoldier was always 
the firſt to attend divine ſervice, and the 
laſt to. quit the church, and a ſuſpicion 
naturally fell upon him. He was there- 
fore ſtopped the next time he went out, 
ſearched, and ſeveral of the offerings were 
found upon him, But notwithſtanding 
this poſitive evidence againſt him, he {till 
inſiſted that he had not ſtolen the articles, 
but that the holy Virgin Mary, to whom 
he always applied for affiſtance in his 
diſtreſs, had brought the offerings to him 
herſelf, and thereby relieved from time to 
time his neceſſities, 5 

This defence was by no means regarded; 
he was tried by a court-martial, and ſen- 
tenced to a ſevere puniſhment. The ſen- 
tence was as uſual laid before the king 
tor his approbation ; but upon reading 
the caſe, and the defence of the ſoldier, 

"my he 
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he ordered it to be immediately ſubmitted 
to the deciſion of ſeveral clergymen of 
the Roman Catholic Church, ** Whe. 
ther or no, according to the eſtabliſhed 
doctrines of their church, the aſſertion of 
the ſoldier might be grounded?“ Their 
anſwer was unanimouſly, that miracles, 
though ſeldom wrought, could not be 
ſuppoſed to have entirely ceaſed.” The 
king, in conſequence of this deciſion, 
wrote underneath the ſentence the follow. 
ing: ; 

The ſuppoſed thief is ; acquitted of 
« the crime laid to his charge, as he 
, continues to inſiſt upon the truth of 
* the miracle; and as it is, according 
* to the unanimous deciſion; of the di- 
* vines of his church, not impoſſible 
© but that it may have happened. But 
% I hereby prohibit, under the ſevereſt 
« penalties, that he in future accept of 
«© any preſent whatſoever, either from 


e the holy Virgin, or from any other 


% ſaint, under any pretext whatever. 
 FREDERIC” 


8 A PRI- 
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A PRrivaTE ſoldier in the firſt bat- 
talion of the king's body guards, poſſeſſed 
the favour of the king in ſo great a de- 
' gree, that he was permitted to enter his 
cloſet at all times without any ceremony. 
The foldier frequently made uſe of the 
king's favour in order to get money from 
him; and if he was refuſed, or the king 
ſaid that he had none by him, he would 
often ſay, Come, let me have it; I 
know you have ſome; ducats in your lea- 
thern purſe ;” and he — "an 
he wanted. IIS 

This ſoldier ones: gave: his officer ill 
language when upon duty ; and when the 
officer threatened to have him arreſted, he 
lowered his muſket, and preſenting the 
bayonet! to the officer, made -a motion 
as if he would go up to him. How- 
ever, he ſtopt ſhort, and remained at the 
diſtance of a few ſteps in that poſture. 
In conſequence of this he was arreſted ; 
and the affair being reported to the king, 
he was ordered to be tried by a court- 


martial, and was condemned to die, But 
| | ſo 
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ſo ſure was he of the king's favour, that 
nothing could perſuade him to prepare 
for his doom ; and even at the place of 
execution, he ſhewed that he thought 
himſelf certain of a pardon. But his 
hopes were in vain. He was ſhot, as 
an example to others, and fell a ſacrifice 


to military diſcipline. 


A PrasAanT of the name of Haven- 
brook had a law-ſuit with his neighbour, 
one Mertens, about a piece of ground 
claimed by both parties. The field was 
adjudged to the former. This fo exaſpe- 
rated Mertens, that notwithſtanding re- 
peated warnings, he drove his cattle upon 
Havenbrook's fields. Havenbrook at laſt 
ſent his fon, a lad of about nineteen, to 

drive away the cattle; this produced a 
quarrel; they fought, and by an unlucky 
blow upon the head, Mertens was killed 
upon the ſpot. Young Havenbrook was 
apprehended, tried, and condemned to 


three years impriſonment and hard labour 
| in 


r AA ata > 


— 3 . we — * — — »* 


KING or PRUSSIA... 257 


in the houſe of correction. The ſentence 

was, as uſual; ſent to the king for his 

confirmation, and he wrote the following 
underneath :. 

« You call yourſelves wiſe and learned 
% judges and counſellors, and are not 
*« aſhamed to paſs ſo improper a ſen» 
* tence? According to the laws of na- 
e ture and reaſon, it is my pleaſure, that 
e Havenbrook be beheaded, and his voy 
'* buried under the gallows. 

| FREDERIC.,” 


— 


WHEN the king was poſted in the 
neighbourhood of Strelen, he took his 
quarters in a houſe ſituated at ſome diſ- 
tance from the town, and had uſually no 
guards about him but a few grenadiers. 
Baron Warkotch, a nobleman of the 
neighbourhood, had concerted a plan with 
a Roman Catholic prieſt to take the king 
priſoner, and to deliver him up to- the 
Auſtrian troops. For the better carrying 
on of their, deſign, they correſponded 


S with 


* 
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with an Auſtrian officer, who ſtood in 
the neighbourhood ; and their plan was 
the more likely to ſucceed, as Baron 
Warkotch had free acceſs to the king, 
who always received him very graciouſly. 


»The gamekeeper of the nobleman had 


been frequently ſent to the prieſt with 
letters; and the frequency of the cor- 
reſpondence, and ſeveral private meetings 
of the parties, gave him ſome ſuſpicion 
of what might be going forward. He 


therefore opened a letter which was en- 


truſted to his care, and which he was 
ordered to deliver to the prieſt in the 
night of the 2gth of November; and 
finding by it that his ſuſpicions were 
well-grounded, he haſtened with the letter 


to the king. The king read it, and an 


officer was immediately diſpatched to ſeize 
the- traitors; but they eſcaped through 
a back window, and the baron's horſe 
being ready ſaddled, and in waiting, he 
got clear off, with the loſs of nothing 
but his eſtates and reputation. The offi- 


cer returned with an account of the ill- 


ſucceſs of his expedition; and the king, 
inſtead 
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inſtead. of puniſhing his neglect, only 
ſaid. Go back to your regiment z- you 
<« arc no conjuror; you ſhall not be 
« employed * in a m = this 
« nature.” 8 | | 
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THE town of Greifenber had the 
misfortune to be burnt to e ground, 
and the king generouſly rebuilt the whole 
place at his own expence. The inha+ 
bitants ſent deputies to the king, who 
was then at Hirſchberg, to return 
thanks for this benevolent proof of 15 
favour : “ You have no reaſon, faid 
the king, to thank me: it is my dyty 
to aſſiſt my ſubjects in diſtreſs. For 
* no other purpoſe, for no other "IP" Tt 
on poſe am I king.” +8308 


- * * 
n | 4 ** e 
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WHEN the king travellat s-<ogh 
Pruſſia in the year 2784, the preſident 
of the provincial court, M. von Maſſow, 


bad a private audience of his majeſty, 
8 2 at 
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at which the wy NN. him 7 as 
follows: 

% have W yo et of my 
* court of juſtice, and T ought to be 
« acquainted with you. I am, properly 
«« ſpeaking, the chief juſtice of my king- 
« doms, and ſhould” myſelf ſee to it, 
* that juſtice is duly adminiſtered. But, 
« as I cannot attend to every thing my- 
ol ſelf, I muſt have ſuch people as you 
« are, in my ſervice, whoſe duty it is 
eto do Juſtice to individuals, - I 
e have a great reſponſibility | upon me. 


v muſt not only anſwer for the evil I 


** do, but for the good I leave undone; 
and you are in the ſame predicament. 
«You muſt be ſtrictly impartial, and 
10 judge without reſpect of perſons, let 
« the parties be princes, noblemen, or 
«« peaſants. This I muſt inſiſt upon, 

< or you and I may. part at once. Haye 
« you any eſtates ?” 

[ No, Ar et 10 3 

„ Will 705 buy any? - 

_ T have no money to do it, fire.” © 

t ne „ Well 


"> 
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«© Well then, you know what poverty 
* is, and ſo much the more is it your 
e duty to aſſiſt thoſe who are in diſ- 


6 treſs. 
22 


WHEN in the year 1741 the king 
was encamped near Molwitz, he rode 
out to reconnoitre the village Zeindel. 
A peaſant, an inhabitant of the village, 
whoſe name was Margner, obſerved, that 
a body of the enemy's troops lay in am- 
buſh in a ditch, in order to intercept the 
king on his return; in which they muſt 
undoubtedly have ſucceeded, had not: the 
honeſt peaſant, at the riſk of his life, ap- 
prized the king of their deſign. 'The 
king promiſed to reward him, but he 
. was forgotten : he fell into- the utmoſt 
want and miſery ; and his timidity pre- 
vented him from reminding the king of 
his promiſe. On his death- bed, the old 
man mentioned the circumſtance to his 
daughter, who was married to one Schwei- 
nert, a taylor at Breſlau; and as ſhe 

S 3 | likewiſe 
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likewiſe afterwards came into great diſ. 
treſs, and had a family of fix children to 
provide for, ſhe ventured to petition the 
king for relief, and mention to him the 

promiſe made to her late father. In con- 
ſequence of this, the king wrote the 
following letter to count Hoym, miniſter 
of ſtate for Sileſia: 
The circumſtances mentioned in the 
« petition of Mrs, Schweinert, and the 
e ſervice done me by her late father, I 
perfectly recollect. She well deſerves 
t the reward I promiſed to him, and I 
«© will, that ſhe ſhall reap the advantage 
* of it. You are therefore hereby di- 
te rected, according to the prayer of her 
te petition, to provide for her and her 
* huſband, by giving him a poſt ſuited 
. to the abilities he may poſſeſs.” 

He was accordingly ſoon after well pro- 
vided for. 


by 
- 0 1 
1 
: 2 


TWO of the king's principal officers 
preſented, in the ſpring of 11785, the 
liſt 


@ ©» 
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liſt of the propoſed increaſe of the army to 
the king. Upon this the 1 addreſſed 
them as follows: 

As healthy, gentlemen, as I may 
« appear, I find the attacks of my diſ- 
order ſo much more ſudden, frequent, 
* and various, that I frequently epo 
every moment to be my laſt. 

In the mean time I have iſſued all 
« neceſſary orders. I have likewiſe plan- 
ned the manœuvres which I mean to 
be performed in the month of May, 
at the general review near Berlin, and 
* now deliver them to you for execu- 
* tion. At the ſame time 1 aflure you, 
that unleſs I am entirely confined 
** to my bed, I ſhall get into my car- 
% riage, and attend the review. I ſhall 
* then appear at the head of my troops, 
* direct their movements myſelf, and by 
e that means give the ſtrangers who may 
be preſent, an opportunity of judging 
of my good and active ſtate of health.“ 


84 IT 
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IT is well known that Frederic the 
3 roſe remarkable early in the morn. 
ing, and in general allowed a very ſhort 
part of his time to ſleep. But as age and 
infirmities increaſed upon him, his ſleep 
was broken and diſturbed, and when he 
fell aſleep towards the morning, he fre- 
. quently miſſed his uſual early hour of 
riſing. This loſs of time, as he deemed it, 
he bore very impatiently, and gave ſtrict 
orders to his. attendants never to ſuffer 
him to fleep longer than four o'clock in 
the morning, and to pay no attention to 
his unwillingneſs to riſe, One morning at 
the appointed time, the page Whoſe turn 
it was to attend him, and who had not 

been long in his ſervice, came to his bed 
and awoke him. * Let me fleep but a little 

lnger, ſaid the monarch, I am full 
much fatigued.” ** Your majeſty has given 

poſitive orders I ſhould wake you ſo early, 
| replied the page. But another quarter 
of an hour more. Not one minute,” 
ſaid the page, ** it has ſtruck four, I am 
ordered to inſiſt upon your majeſty's riſ- 
g- ing.” 


—"— — — — „ _— a as — 
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ing.” Well, ſaid the king, you are a 
brave lad; had you let me yup” on you 
would have fared ill for your negledt.” 


i 
2 


IN the king's laſt illneſs, he frequently 
gave proofs of the humanity and kindneſs 
of his heart to his ſervants and domeſtics. 


He once awoke in the middle of the night, 
and aſked his attendant what was the 


hour. It has juſt ſtruck two,” replied 


the ſervant. ** It is ſtill very early,” ſaid 
the king, © but I can get no ſleep. Go 
and ſee if my people are ſtill awake; but 
do not wake them, for they are fatigued. 
But if you find Newman {the king's buſſar | 
of the bed chamber ) awake, tell him, that 
you imagine the king may foon with to 
get up. But by no means wake any body.” 


— —— — 
„ 


IN « one of theſe ſleepleſs and. reſtleſs 
nights, which rendered the king's laſt ill- 
neſs extremely troubleſome to him, he 
aſked his attendant what o'clock it was? 


It is twelve, ſaid the ſervant. 
8 ny King. 
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King. I find I cannot fleep, I with you 

would amuſe me by telling me ſome ſtory, 

The attendant, who was a plain honeſt 

Pomeranian, could recollect nothing 

to entertain him with, and the king 

therefore helped him out by aſking 
him: 


What country do you come from? 


Serv. I was born in a village at the 
back of Pomerania. 
King. Are your parents ſtill alive? 
Serv. My old mother is. 
King. How does the get her livelihood? 
Serv. By ſpinning. 
"King. How much may ſhe earn a day > 
Serv. Every day of her life ſhe earns 
her fix dreiers.* 
| King. She cannot live delicately for 
that, 1 ſhould think? 
Serv. Hum! In Pomerania it is cheap 
living. 
King. Have you ever ſent her any thing? 
Serv. O dear, yes! 1 have ſeveral times 
ſent her a couple of dollars. 


\ ® About Three- pence. 
8 


Kings 
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King. You have done bravely, my 
lad! you are a good fellow. You have 
likewiſe much trouble in attending me, 
But have a little patience, and if you be- 
have well, I will collect ſomething for 
you. He then diſmiſſed him. 

Some days after, it was again the turn 
of the Pomeranian to watch with the king. 
When he came in, the king ordered him 
to look into the window ſeat, ©* For 
there,” ſaid he, ] have collected ſome- 
thing for you.“ The ſervant looked, 
found a number of gold pieces, and was 
embarraſſed whether he ſhould take them 
all, or not. He therefore only took a few, 
and holding them in the palm of his hand, 
ſhewed them the king, and ſaid: I am 
not to take more than theſe, I ſuppoſe?” 
« No, no,” ſaid the king, take them 
all; and 1 have ſent ſome to your mother 
too,” Upon enquiry, the honeſt Pome- 
ranian found that the king had granted 
his mother an annuity of 100 dollars per 
annum. 


FRED ERIC 
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FREDERIC II. was particularly at. 
tentive to the health of his common fol. 
diers. He viſited the hoſpitals himſelf, 
ſpoke with and comforted the patients, 
and enquired particularly into the care 
taken of the fick and wounded. A paſ- 
ſage in Dr, Laforeſt's book upon the diſ- 
eafes of the feet, deſerves in this reſpect 
the attention of eyery general. It is as 
follows: 

Oy One of the greateſt monarchs of any 
age, I mean the preſent King of Prufſia, 
having daily ſeen the many inconve- 
niences which his ſoldiers have ſuffered, 
after long and fatiguing, marches; iffued at 
the beginning of the laſt war, an order, 
the regulations contained in which, deſerve 


to be adopted by every other army. He 


ordered, namely, that after every long 
day's march, the ſurgeons of the regi- 
ments ſhould examine the feet of the ſol- 
diers, and endeavour to prevent the leaſt 
inflammation that may ſeem to be coming 
on, and which might render their duty 
troubleſome and painful to them. 


« This 
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© This meaſure is an inſtance of that de- 
gree of minute attention which every 
1 ought to pay 'to his private fob 
diers. 

—— — —˙⁰ mmm 

WHEN in the Bavarian war, the 
king of Pruſſia retired with his army 
out of Bohemia, the prince of Pruſſia * 
conducted the diviſion under his com- 
mand, with ſo much ſkill, courage, and 
Faccels, that the king expreſſed his ad- 
miration and ſatis faction in the warmeſt 
terms. He afterwards went to meet him, 
and faid to him: From this day I ſhall 
no more look upon you as my nephew.“ 
The prince was ſtruck at being addreſſed 
in this manner, but the king ſoon relieved 
him, by adding: I ſhall in future con- 
ſider you as my ſon. You have done every 
thing that the moſt experienced of my 


generals, every thing that I myo could 
haye done upon the occaſion.” | | 


The preſent king, Frederic William the ſecond. 


THE 
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THE king had a great regard for the 

Engliſh ambaſſador, Mr. Mitchell. During 
the ſecond Silefian war, Mr. Mitchell in- 
formed him that the Engliſh had gained a 
a very conſiderable advantage over the 
French, and made uſe of the expreſſion : 
% By the belp of God, we have entirely 
defeated the French.” * So,” ſaid the 
king, is God one of your allies?” 
« Certainly, fire,” replied Mitchell,“ and 
he is the only one who demands no ſubs 
fidies of us.” * And he often ſerves you 
; accordingly,” returned the king. 


WHEN the King of Pruſſia and the 
emperor met at Neiſſe, they once hap- 
pened to come together to the bottom of 
a flight of ſtairs, and neither would go 
up firft, and take precedence of the other. 
They ftood and bowed, and ſcraped, and 
complimented, and each politely, wiſhed 
to give way to the other. At laſt the king 


of Pruſſia got behind the emperor, and 
puſhed 
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puſhed him forward. Ho! ho!” faid 


the emperor, if you begin mancœuvre 
with me, I muſt unavoidably go where 
you pleaſe!” and walked up firſt. 


S * . 
* | * Y * 8 


A Frencu nobleman, who wa upon 
the king at Sans-Souei, expreſſed his aſto- 
niſhment at ſeeing the emperor's portrait 
in every apartment of the palace, and aſked 
the king, what might be the reaſon of his 
thus honouring the portrait of his greateſt 
enemy? © Oh!” ſaid the king, “ the 
emperor is a buſy and enterpriſing young 
monarch, and I find it neceſſary, always 
to have an eye upon him.” 


—_—— 


WHEN Voltaire was at the Pruſſian 
conrt, and peaceably enjoyed the higheſt 
admiration and praiſe that ſuperior talents 
and wit could enfure; anEngliſh gentleman 
arrived at Berlin, who had ſo extraordinary 
a memory, that he could repeat 'a long 
compoſition in proſe or verſe, if once read 

or 
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or recited to him; without miſſing a word. 
The king had the curioſity to put him to 
the teſt ; the Engliſhmafi appeared and 
ſucceeded to the aſtoniſhment of the whole 
court. It happened that immediately after 
this trial, Voltaire ſent the king word, 
that with the king's permiflion, he ſhould 
do himſelf the honour to read to him a 
poem he had juſt finiſhed. The king 
gave him permiſſion to come, but at the 
ſame time reſolved to divert himſelf at 
the expence of the poet. He accordingly 
placed the Engliſhman behind a ſcreen, 
an@ ordered him to pay particular attention 
td what Voltaire ſhould read; Voltaire 
came, and read his poem with much em- 
phaſis, in hopes of obtaining the king's 
warm approbation. But to his great 
diſappointment the king ſeemed perfectly 
cold, and indifferent to what he was read- 
ing. The poem was finiſhed ; Voltaire 
aſked the king his opinion upon it, and 
received for anſwer: * That his majeſty 
had lately obſerved, that Monſieur Voltaire 
' fathered the works of others, and gave 
them out for his own. This was a degree 
of 
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of effrontery he ſhould not have thought 
him capable of, and he could net but be 
highly difpleaſed at it.” Voltaire was 
aſtoniſlied; he complained that he was 
wronged, and proteſted by every thing 
ſacred, that he did not deſerve the re- 
proach. * I will immediately convince 
you,” replied the king, of the truth of 
my aſſertion. The verſes you have juſt 
now read, are the compoſition of an 
Engliſh gentleman, whoſe claim is un- 
doubted.” Voltaire defended himſelf with 
ſtill more warmth, and ſwore the poem 
was his own. Well then,” faid the 
king, “ come forth, fir, and repeat the 
verſes of which Voltaire pretends to be 
the author.” The Engliſhman came for- 
ward, and with the greateſt compoſure 
repeated the poem, without miſſing a ſingle 
paſſage. Now, cried the king,“ are 
you not obliged to confeſs that my accu= 
ſation is founded in truth?“ “ Heavens!” 
cried Voltaire, why fleeps your light- 
ning! why is your vengeance with-held 
from puniſhing the crimes of a miſereant, 
who dares to rob me of my laurels! Here 


3 {orcery 
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ſorcery is employed, and I am driven to 
deſpair !''— The king laughed heartily at 
this ſcene of poetic fury, and rewarded 


the Engliſhman liberally for the amuſe- 
ment he had 2 him. 


THE 
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HE ſteps taken by Frederic the 
Second in the cauſe of Arnold 

the miller, were of ſuch ſerious conſe- 
quences to the Pruffian dominions, and 
throw ſo ſtrong a light upon his cha- 
rater, that though it requires ſome know- 
ledge of the conſtitution of that country 
to comprehend, in its full extent, the 
miſchief they did, or might have done, 
I hope the relation will not be unenter- 
taining to the Engliſh reader. The facts 
are extracted from the judicial proceed» 
ings themſelves, and I have endeavoured 
to place them in ſuch a light, as to render 
them clear and intelligible. 5 
A ſmall rivulet watered the contiguous 
eſtates of M. von Gerſdorf *, and of count 


* The German word von, prefixed to a name, al- 
ways denotes the bearer to be a nobleman, 


T 3 von 
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von Schmettau, which turned ſeveral 
mills, and ſupplied ſeveral fiſh-ponds- 
with water in its courſe. Upon the eſtate 
of count Schmettau Pomerzig ſtood a 
mill, which was occupied by one Arnold, 
a man of no very good character. Arnold 
was no ſubjeX or vaſſal * of the count, 
but poſſeſſed the mill upon a perpetual 
leaſe; and provided the reat was regularly 
paid, he was at liberty to diſpoſe of it as 
he pleaſed, as his own private property. 
In the year 1773 he was very conſider- 
ably in ' arrears, and count Schmettau 
was under the neceſſity of bringing an 
action againſt him for the rent, and a 
warrant of diſtreſs upon the premiſes was 
granted. He however had ſtill patience 
with the miller, and did not put the 
warrant in force, in hopes that matters 
might be accommodated by gentler means. 
But in the year 1777, the count was 
again obliged to ſue out a new warrant, 
upon which the mill, which Arnold had 
bought for 300 dollars, was ſold by 


| *® See note, page 193. 
public 
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public auction for 600, The debt 
amounted to goo dollars, and count 
Schmettau was a conſiderable loſer by 
the affair. 

Arnold, who was by the fale of his 
mill in conſequence of this decree of 
court, turned adrift, inſtituted an action 
in the provincial court of _ Newmark 
againft count Schmettau, for an illegal 
and opprethve ejectment. In his decla- 
ration he alledged, that he had been 
prevented from earning enough to pay his 
rent and to ſupport himſelf, having been 
deprived of the greateſt part of the water 
which had formerly turned his mill, by 
a new fiſh- pond made by M. von Gerſ. 
dorf above him, into which the courſe 
of the water had been diverted. This 
ſuit was decided againſt Arnold in favour 
of count Schmettau, againſt whom nothing 
could be proved, as he had no concern 
in M. von Gerfdort's pond; and it was 
hinted by the court, that no action could 
poſſibly lie upon the caſe, unleſs againſt 
M. von Gerſdorf, for OI turned the 
courſe of the river. 
| 1 Upon 
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Upon this Arnold brought a new 
action before the provincial court againſt 
M. von Gerſdorf, and repreſented himſelf 
as having been a ſubject of M. von Gerſ- 
dorf, who had firſt deprived him of the 
water neceflary to the working of his. 
mill, and had then, in conſequence of 
his . being rendered incapable of paying 
his rent, turned him out, ſold the mill, 
and cruelly deprived him of every poſſible 
means of ſubſiſtence. After a ſtrict exa- 
mination of every circumſtance, Arnold 
was again caſt, He was, however, not 
yet quiet, but complained heavily to the 
king of the injuſtice done him; and 
the king referred the ſuit to the ſupreme. 
chamber of civil juſtice at Berlin. In 
this court the cauſe was again tried; and 
unfortunately, a report was made to the. 
king, which, without adducing any ar- 
gument on either fide, merely ſtated, that 
the cauſe had been tried, and ſentence 
given againſt Arnold. The ' ſupreme 
chamber of juſtice probably broke through 
their ufual cuſtom of mentioning the 
grounds upon which their decifion was 

founded, 
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founded, becauſe they thought it unne- 
ceffary to repeat the arguments and facts 
ſtated by the provincial court of News 
mark, to which they referred. This, 
however, confirmed the king in his ſuſ- 
picions, that the two courts who had 
now decided upon the cauſe, had been 
guilty of groſs partiality and injuſtice, 
in refuſing their protection to an opprefled” 
ſubject, and ſcreened the Oy — 
powerful nobleman. | 

The king of Pruſſia had conceived; 
and obſtinately perſiſted in an idea, that 
in every ſuit between à noble and a ſabe" 
| je; oppreſſion on the part of the noble 

was the cauſe of the complaint. The 
ſubjects, who well knew the prejudice of 
the king in their favour, were therefore 
encouraged in an unconſtitutional refuſal to 


perform the ſervices they owed their lords, 


from which they had ſeldom to dread ſe- 
vere puniſhment; and the nobles found 
themſelves in the dilemma, either of con- 
niving at their inſolence and negle& of 
duty, or of being continually harraffed 
by litigations, which, though they might 
T 4 ſome- 
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ſometimes be decided in their favour, were, 
by the lenity of the puniſhments which 
enſued, incitements to new encroachments 
on the part of the ſubject. _ 

. Theſe ſuſpicions, which were conti- 
analy awake in the king's mind, led him 
to a meaſure which. diminiſhed, and in 
fact almoſt annihilated the effective in- 
quiſitorial power of the provincial courts, 
without freeing them from their reſponſi- 
bility ; which made them liable to. cen- 
ſure or puniſhment for preſumed injuſtice, 
and at the ſame time branded them with 

the imputation of a natural bias to par- 
tiality and unfair examination. When» 
ever a cauſe of any importance came be- 
fore him, and ſometimes in the moſt 
trifling caſes, if he but ſuppoſed. a poſſi- 
bility. of injuſtice, he commiſſioned ſome 
officer, quartered in the neighbourhood of 
the parties concerned, or perhaps; from 
ſome diſtant place, to examine into the 
affair, and to report to him his opinion. 
It was poſſible, that a very brave and 
ſkilful officer might be a very bad lawyer; 
he might find the taſk diſagreeable; a 

thouſand 
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thouſand things might render a man, pro- 
feſſedly engaged in other purſuits,” inca- 
pable of entering into a ſtrict enquiry 
into the merits of a tedious and perplexed 
litigation ; and though an officer, from 
his rank and character, might rationally 
be expected to be impartial and difin- 
tereſted, every other circumſtance in his 
character and ſituation was againſt his 
forming a right judgment, and making 
a legal report. On this account, an offi- 
cer who received this commiſſion, com- 
monly left the taſk to be performed by 
his auditor *, a man, every circumſtance 
in whoſe ſituation, might tend to bias 
him. Bribery; the hopes of ingratiating 
himfelf with the king, by a report flat- 
tering to his prejudices; oppoſition to, 
or jealouſy of his brother lawyers on the 
bench of the provincial court; connexions 
with. the neighbouring nobility, might 
all throw obſtacles in the way of candid 
enquiry, and conſcientious deciſion. 


See note, p. 27. 


In 
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In the caſe of Arnold, the miſchief 
done by this meaſure was exceſſive. The 
king's commiſſion was iſſued to colonel 
von Heucking, a brave and worthy officer, 
but much advanced in years, and totally 
unfit for the tedious taſk' enjoined upon 
him. Colonel von Heucking therefore 
ordered his auditor to make the deſired 
enquiry. 'This man, whoſe name 'was 
Bech, had formerly been an attorney at 


Croſſen, and the provincial court of 


Newmark had ſtruck him off the roll, 
on account of iniquitous and illegal prac- 
- tices. A man of his character, had he 


not been actuated by any other ſelf- in- 


tereſted motive, was ready to make any 


report he might be paid for; but upon 
this occaſion he ſaw an opportunity of 
being completely revenged upon the pro- 
vincial court. His report therefore {tata 
every thing that Arnold could withz that 


could be injurious to M. von Gerſdorf, 


and that could fix an imputation of par- 


tiality and injuſtice upon the court. The 


report was ſo conſonant to the favourite 


prejudice of the king, that he gave it 
full 
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full credit, and immediately ordered the 
high-chancellor,, baron von Furſt, preſi- 
dent of the ſupreme- chamber of civil 
juſtice, a man of acknowledged abilities 
and unimpeached integrity, to appear be- 
fore him, and to bring with him thoſe 
members of the court, who had joined 
with him in confirming the ſentence pro- 
nounced-againſt Arnold. The chancellor, 
inſtead of bringing with him all the mem- 
bers of the bench, thought it ſufficient to 
order the three aſſeſſors of the court; 
Friedel, Ranſleben, and Graun, to ac- 
company him. When they entered the 
king's cloſet, they found him lying upon 
the couch; his face was tied up with 
' handkerchief, but his eyes were full of 
fury and revenge. He was violent in 
his voice and language, and reproached 
them as the moſt atrocious criminals. 
None dared to open his lips. The chan- 
cellor attempted to ſpeak, but the king 
cried, © Away with you, your place is 
already diſpoſed of,” and drove them 
from his preſence. An officer, who wait- 


ed in the antichamber, received imme- 
I diate 
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diate orders to carry them to the common 


Jail ; and orders were ſent down to Cüſtrin 


to apprehend the aſſeſſors of the provin- 


cial court of Newmark, and to carry them 


likewiſe to the common priſon. 

The king then dictated to one of his 
ſecretaries a ſtatement of the whole pro- 
ceedings, which he ordered to be inſerted 
in all the public papers, and of which 
the following is an extract: 

The firſt part ſtates the caſe according 
to colonel Heucking's report, namely, 
that Arnold was a ſubject of M. von 
Gerſdorf ; that the water which worked 


his mill had been diverted by his lord 


to the uſe of his fiſh-ponds; that after 
Arnold was thereby deprived of every 
means of ſupporting himſelf, and was 
ſtill leſs able to pay his rent, M. von 
Gerſdorf had ejected him, ſold his mill, 
and turned him adrift with his family 
to ſtarve. That the provincial court of 
Newmark, inſtead of doing juſtice to the 
oppreſſed miller, had given ſentence againſt 
him, which iniquitous ſentence had been 


. after · 


« majeſty is thereſore determined ſeverely 
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afterwards confirmed by the ſupreme court 
at Berlin, &c. &c. and then continues: 
This is an act f the moſt flagrant 
« injuſtice, and directly contrary to the 


« gracious will of his majeſty, who = 


% means. to be a father to his country. 
« Tt is his majeſty's expreſs will, that 
e throughout his dominions juſtice ſhall 
« be impartially adminiſtered to every one 
of his ſubjc&s, whether they are noble 
or ignoble, whether they are rich or 


poor, without reſpect of perſons. His 


to puniſh thoſe judges, Who have de- 
« cided in the caſe of the miller Arnold; 
*;and..to hold them out to all his courts 
s a; dreadful inſtance of the conſe- 
% quences of neglected or perverted juſ- 
© tice; and his majeſty would have them 
to know, that the meaneſt peaſant, nay 
„even the beggar, is equally, with his 
* majeſty, entitled to the rights of hu- 
**.manity, and has an equal claim upon 


ſtrict and impartial juſtice 7“. And 


e if the courts of juſtice in his majeſty's 


* dominions commit any injuſtice of atiy 
„ kind, 
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« kind, they will find that they have a 
% KING to deal with. A court which 
s js not guided by the ſtricteſt and moſt - 
« inviolable rules of juſtice, is worſe 
te than a band of robbers, The latter 
« we may avoid, or defend ourſelves 
« againſt, but thieves and rogues, WhO 
« wear the cloak of juſtice, in order 
* to cover their ſelfiſh and intereſted 
« views, may rob with impunity, no 
„ one is ſafe from their clutches, they 
& are worſe than highwaymen, and de- 
% ſerve double the puniſhment. 

His majeſty has appointed a new 
«© high-chancellor ; but at the fame time 
« wiſhes it may be known throughout 
* his dominions, that he himſelf will 
c« ſee to it that juſtice is done to all 
« his ſabjects; and his courts muſt ex- 
äpect the ſevereſt and moſt exemplary 
„ puniſhment, if in any one inſtance 
* they dare, in the ſmalleſt degree, to 
« deviate from the ſtrict line of equity 
and right * *. | 

Berlin, FREDERIC.” 
Dee. 11, 1779. g 


The | 
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The king then wrote to baron von 
Zedliz, one of his miniſters of ſtate, 
commanding him to examine the impri- 
loned judges, and to execute the ſentence 
he had pronounced againſt them, which 
was the loſs of their places, and one year's, 
at leaſt, cloſe impriſonment in one of his 
fortreſſes ; a dreadful puniſhment indeed. 
The unfortunate judges were, the high- 
chancellor baron von Furſt, the aſſeſſors 
of the ſupreme court of civil juſtice, 
Friedel, Ranſleben, and Graun, and the 
four principal aſſeſſors of the provincial 
court of Newmark, Buſh, Newman, 
Shiebler, and Bandel, and the juſticiary of 
Pomerzig (the place where Arnold. lived) 
Slecker, The three remaining members 
of the ſupreme court, Uhl, Kircheiſen, 
and Goſlar, would likewiſe have ſhared 
the ſame fate, had the high-chancellor 
brought them with him to the audience. 
But by the haſty caprice of the king 
they were overlooked, and no notice was 
taken of their having concurred in the 
ſentence of the court. 8 


x The 
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The miniſter of ſtate referred in courſe 
the order to the ſupreme criminal court, 
which, after the moſt minute inveſtiga- 
tion, made a very ſpirited report to the 
king, in juſtification of the ſentences 
pronounced by the two degraded courts. 

So far the king's conduct might have 
been guided by an ardent defire to avenge 
the wrongs of the oppreſſed; his judg- 
ment might have been deceived by falſe 
repreſentation ; he might have been really 
convinced that he was acting right; his 
prejudices againſt thoſe, whom he con- 
ceived to be the petty tyrants of his 
ſubjects, diſguiſed under the garb of 
juſtice and generoſity, might have led 
him to act the tyrant, when he meant 
to be the protector of his dominions, 
Every circumſtance hitherto ſeems to 
. juſtify this opinion. But if his ſubſe- 
quent conduct does not appear to have 
ariſen in obſtinate caprice, in a deter- 
mination to ſhew himſelf the monarch, 
and in a reluctance to believe or acknow- 
ledge himſelf fallible, it will be diffi- 
cult to aſcribe it to any other motive 
which 
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which can do honour either to his —_— or 


to his heart. 
By the report of the ſupreme criminal 
court, every circumſtance alledged in the 
firſt ſtatement of the provincial court at 
Newmark, appeared to be founded in 
truth. Beſides this it was proved, that 
by a deed of above 250 years ſtanding, M. 
von Gerſdorf had an undoubted right to 
the uſe of the water of the rivulet for the 
ſupply of his ponds, and that the ponds 
in queſtion had then exiſted: that he had 
not diverted the courſe of the ſtream, but 
had rather increaſed it by carrying the 
water of a bog he had drained into it: that 
his pond had been empty, and ſown with 
corn for five years of the time in which 
Arnold neglected to pay his rent to count 
Schmettau; that by the decayed condition 
of the mill, and the neglect of Arnold in 
tepairing it, one fourth of the water was 
waſted : that during part of the year, the 
mill was prevented from working by the 
ſwelling of the river Oder, which ſtopped 
the ftream of the rivulet: that another 
miller upon the ſame ſtream, under the 
| U _ ſame 
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ſame diſadvantages, by careful manage. 
ment paid his rent eaſily, and obtained a 
comfortable livelihood: that the aſſeſſors 
of the court had taken every circumſtance 
in fayour of Arnold, into conſideration, and 
had allowed them all their weight: and 
above all, that M. von Gerſdorf had no 
concern with the mill or miller; that ſup- 
poſing his ponds had been full every year, 
it could hardly make any difference to the 
miller, unleſs perhaps in very dry ſeaſons; 
and that the ſeaſons during the time of 
complaint, had been remarkably wet.— 
Theſe and other arguments were enforced 
in the moſt nervous and ſpirited language, 
atteſted by incontrovertible evidence, and 
ſigned by every member of the court. I 

The king read the report, ſeemingly 
with great attention. But without taking 
the icaſt notice of any thing elſe contained 
in it, he only reverſed the ſentence againſt 
the two aſſeſſors, Ranſleben of Berlin, 
and Shiebler of Cuſtrin, in 'conſequence 
of their having given their opinion rather 
more in favour of Arnold than the reſt, 
(keg they Jags: in the decree againſt 
| him) 


4 


9. 
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him) and gave them their liberty. The 
condemnation of all the reſt he confirmed, 
and added further to their puniſhment, 
that they ſhould pay the full price of the 
mill, and reſtore the ſame to Arnold, be- 
ſides paying the full coſts of all his ſuits, 
and making him'a compenſation for loſs 
of time and bulineſs. 

, To the immortal honour of baron von 
Zedliz, the king's confidential miniſter, 


i he refuſed to counterſign this unjuſt and 
f deſpotic decree, and the diſgrace he fell 
s into, and continued in till the king's 
| death, is the moſt honourable teſtimony 
5 to his manly and undaunted integrity, which 
G he upon that occaſion could have received. 

To comprehend, (as has been already 
/ obſerved,) in their fulleſt extent the 
> fatal conſequences which attended this 
d deciſion, univerſally known to be un- 
0 juſt, ſome knowledge of the conſtitution 
. of the Pruſſian government is neceſſary. 
8 In a country where the peaſants are in a 
* degree of ſubjection to the power of the 
, nobles, which, though ever ſo gently ex- 


ſ erciſed, muſt be conſtantly felt by them, 
}) U 2 any 
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any probable hopes of powerful protection 
in a ſtruggle for emancipation, muſt” pro- 
duce, if not a revolutien, yet a ſtrong 
eonvulſion in the ſyſtem. The peaſants 
were at that time prepared to make a vio- 
lent attempt for the recovery of their na- 
tural rights, and that ſtrong principle, 
(which fo firmly fetters the ideas of all 
the peaſantry who are in any degree of 
ſlavery, in the countries I have ſeen) 
the reluctance to depart from the mode of 
life, and fituation of their anceſtors,* was 
already ſhaker by the faint” gleam of 
hberty, which dawned upon them ſoon 
after the acceſſion of Frederic I.” They 
now thought matters were ripe for the 
accoiplifinnent of the objects they had in 
view, and as ſoon as the king's decifion! on 
the caſe of Arnold became publicly and 
univerfally known, they refuſed in mbſt 
parts of the Pruſſian dominions to do thei 
ſtipulated ſervices to their lords, Hd they 
travelled from the moſt diſtant provinces - 
in large bodies to Berlin, in hopes that 
the king would grant them liberty from 
—_ ſort of 9 and make them as 
me | free 
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free and independent as their lords. The 
diſorders occaſioned by theſe proceedings 
were of the moſt injurious nature. Fhe 
lords of manors, deprived of the ſervices 
of their ſubjects, ſaw their eſtates lie 
waſte, the ground remained uncultivated, 
every employment of agriculture ſtood 
(till, and the peaſants were either obliged 
to part with their all, to defray the ex- 
pences of a long and tedious journey, or 
were reduced to the utmoſt miſery upon 
the road. In many places the peaſants 
collected together in mobs, mal- treated 
the ſtewards and bailiffs of their lords, 
and; it was neceſſary to call in the aſſiſt· 
ance of the troops to diſperſe them. 

The king was obliged to exert himſelf | 
0 ſtop the ill conſequences of his ob- 
ſtinacy,“ and to puniſh the ringleaders, 
either by ſending them to hard labour in 
the fortifications, or by inflicting upon 
them other ſevere corporal puniſhments. 

This 


'* The moſt enthuſiaſtic admirers of Frederic IT. 


may perhaps find it impoſſible to clear him, in this in- 
Rance, of tyranny and injuſtice, but it muſt be con- 
| U 3 ſidered, 
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This in a great meaſure quelled the diſ- 
turbances, but not till after immenſe miſ- 
chief had been done, and a ſpirit of rebel- 
lion excited and encouraged, which kept 
the nobles: in conſtant- alarm for ſome 
years after. 

After the death of Frederic II. his ſuc- 
ceſſor, the preſent king, Frederic William 
the ſecond, annulled all the proceedings of 
his uncle, reſtored the degraded judges to 
their former honours, eſtates, and employ- 
ments, and repaid exery expence or loſs 
they had ſuffered. The decree by which 
this was done, very delicately aſcribes the 
conduct of the late king to his too eager 
deſire to do juſtice, and to his having 
been ill adviſed. N 


ſidered, that at this time he laboured under a very 
tedious and painful diſorder. His nights were fleep- 
leſs, and his days, from the attention he notwithſtand- 
ing his illneſs, paid to buſineſs, fatiguing in the 
higheſt degree. It was therefore no wonder, that his 
temper became ſo peeviſh and irritable, that his moſt 
intimate friends and miniſters, found it a very diſ- 
agreeable taſk to conſult with him upon any uncouth 
or complicated buſineſs ; and had his illneſs not been 
admitted as an apology for his conduct, the oppoſition 
of the pobies to his deſpotic decrees had perhaps been 
attended with more dreadful conſequences, 
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To is ns DE CAMAS#10 
Q1VSH = 1 2 {43 13d 
Neuuſtadi, Now. il, . 


DO you not think me very punctual 
in anſwering your letters? I think you 
have reaſon to be ſatisfied with me. Is it 
not erer how exactly two old people 

agree? 


Counteſs de Camas, was the lady of colonel de ; 
Camas. Her name was formerly Madem. von Brand, 
and ſhe' had been governeſs of the houſhold ( Obere. 
meiſterin) in the family of the mother of the late king. 

ö * "She 
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agree? I have left off ſuppers' theſe four 
years, as I found them incompatible with 
the trade I am obliged to follow, and on 
marching days my dinner confiſts of a diſh 
of chocolate. 
We have been running like fools, elated 
with our victories, to try if we could not 
drive the Auſtrians from Dreſden ; but 
they peeped from the tops of their moun- 
tains and laughed at us, and like a filly - 
-boy, I went back immediately, and hid 
myſelf for vexation, in one of the moſt 
curſed. villages in all Saxony. I muſt now 
endeavour to. diſlodge the troops of the 
:empire from Freiberg and Chemniz, in 
order to get ſomething to eat, and a place 
to ſareen us from wind and weather. 


She was conſiderably older than the king, having been 
born at the lattet end of the laſt century. His regard 
and friendſhip for her was of a long ſtanding, and con- 
tinued unabated during her life. He had habituated 
himſelf to call her mama, an appellation which he 
gave her in all his letters. 
The letters are originally written in F. rench, I am 
very ſorry that I have not been able to procure the ori- 
girial'in-time, and have therefore been obliged to tranſ- 
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I aſſure you, madam, I lead here as 
wretched a life, as no one, I believe, ex- 
cept Don Quixote and myſelf had ever 
any idea of, My whole way of living, 
and the conſtant unremitting fatigues I 
undergo, have made me fo old, that you 
would hardly know me again, All my 
hair on the gight fide of my head is grown 
grey; my teeth decay and fall out; my 
face is as full of wrinkles as the furbelow 
of a petticoat, and my back arched like 
that of a monk of la Trappe. All this I 
tell you betorehand, that if we ſhould per- 
chance once more meet in fleth and bone, 
you may not be too difagreeably ſtruck 
with my figure, In a word, every thing 
about me is changed, except the ſentiments 
of my heart, which as long as I breathe, 
will be full of the ſincereſt regard and 
molt tender friendſhip for my dear mama. 
Adieu! &c. &c. 


LITT II II. 

To the ſame. 
Nav. 27th, 
YOU ſee, my dear mama, how active 


and zealous I am in your fervice, Here is 
the 
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the ſnuff. We are now engaged in ſettling 
our winter quarters; I have ſtill a ſhort 
journey before me, and then I ſhall return 
to Leipzig, and reſt myſelf a little, if ſuch 
a thing as. reſt is there to be met with. 
To me this is an ideal metaphyſical 
word, unconnected with any thing real. 
Between ourſelves, my dear mama, I mult 
tell you, that we lead a very dog's life, 
but we muſt not let people ſee that we 
think ſo. Adieu my deareſt, do not for- 
get me; for if you did, you would wrong 
a heart that loves and reſpects you more 
than —_ one elfe, &c. &. 


5) — phe o* 
ry ETTER III. 
Jo the ſame. 
Meiſſen, Dec. 20th. 
I HEREWITH ſend you a trifle that may 
now and then remind you of your friend. 
You may uſe the box either for rouge or 
for patches, for ſnuff or for ſweetmeats, or, 
if you pleaſe, for pills. But whatever uſe 
you put it to, I wiſh you may never ſee the 
dog, that ſymbol of fidelity, painted upon 


* At Meiſſen i is the famous manylaftery of n 


commonly known by the name of Dreſden china. 1 
the 
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the lid, without remembering /the invio- 
lable attachment of one, whoſe fidelity 
far excceds that of the moſt faithful of 
theſe animals, and whoſe friendſhip has 
nothing of the fragile quality of the ſub- 
tance of which the box is made. 
I have here ordered china for every 
body; for Sch6nhauſen, for my fifter=in-* 
law: In ſhort, I am rich in nothing but 
in this brittle ware, and I hope it will be- 
as acceptable to thoſe I ſhall ſend it to as 
ready money. We are, my dear mama, a 
pack of poor devils, worth nothing in the 
world but honour, china, and our. ſ words. 
Adieu, my dear good mama. If pleaſe 
God I ſce you again face to face, I ſhall 
then have the pleaſure to repeat what I 
have written, though at any rate, I ſhall. 
very imperfectly expreſs the affection and 
reſpect my heart feels for you. , "Wa 
I am, &c. &c, 


LETTER IV. 


To the ſame. SE fn 
Dec. zd. 
WELL, my deareſt mama, you have 


indeed a wonderful ftock of experience, 
and 


300 LETTERS roau THE LATE 


and I fincerely congratulate you upon your 
knowledge in dropfical ſymptoms. But 
the caſe in queſtion is the moſt common 
in the world ; there is no court, not even 
a convent, where theſe things do not fre- 
quently occur. For my part, I have too 
much compaſſion for the failings of my 
fellow creatures, to ſtone every court lady, 
who may happen to have a family. They 
have at leaſt the merit of propagating their 
ſpecies, while your dark ſurly politicians 
| deſtroy it by their curſed wars. Bat I 
own, I by far prefer theſe ſoft pliable 
tempers, who may now and then be led 
aſtray,” to thoſe dragons of chaſtity, who 
ptey without mercy upon the characters 
of their own ſex, and to thoſe peeviſi 
wives, who if the truth was known, are 
full as bad as the worſt. To 

Care muſt now be taken that the child 
is well brought up, and does not prove | 
a diſgrace to the family. The poor girl. 
muſt be quietly removed from court, and 
her N en . as Heine as 
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We ſhall ſoon have peace, and then, 
my dear mama, I will come and mah 
heartily with you, at all theſe and a thou- 
fand other bellies. | Adieu, e. &e. 


ED V. 

To the ſame. . 
Leipzig, Jan. 22d. 1563. 
ONE and fifty years, my dear mama, 
are no trifle, They are ſufficient to ex- 
hauſt the whole ſtock of Clotho's diſtaff. 
I thank you fincerely for the kind intereſt- 
you take in my being advanced ſo far. 
You feel for an old friend and ſervant, 
whole. affection neither age nor- diſtance, 
have had power to weaken, and who now 
hopes, with a glad degree of certainty, 
once more to ſee, and (if you will give 
him leave) to embrace you. Indeed, my 
dear mama, I hope to ſee you in Berlin, 
before the bounteous band of Flora (to 
ſpeak poetically) has covered the earth 
with freſh beauty; and if there is in this 
world a perſon that I ſhould be happy 10 
ſee in my capital, it is you. But this is 
a ſecret between ourſelves, and you muſt 
not conſider it as ſpoken poetically, but 
as 
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as being literally true. May heaven pre- 
ſerve you ſtill many years, and beſtow 
upon you as many bleſſings, as your vir- 
tues deſerve, and may I fee you in good 
health and good ſpirits, full of the ſame 
conſtant and warm friendſhip that you 
have hitherto had for me. This, I hope 
I ſhall deſerve, by the unalterable affec- 
tion I feel for you, and which will con- 
tinue the ſame, till the invidious Parca 
ſhall cut the thread of my life. 


' LETTER VI. 


To the ſame. 
| Dablen, March 6, 1763. 


I sHALL ſee you again, my dear mama, 
at the end of this month, or the be- 
ginning of April at the lateſt, and I hope, 
in as good ſpirits as I left you. But you 
will find me grown conſiderably older, 
almoſt arrived at a ſecond childhood, and 
as grey as a badger, Hardly a day paſſes, 
that I do not loſe a tooth, and I am quite 
lamed by the gout; but you muſt excuſe 
the weakneſſes of old age, and we will talk 
af farmer days. 


Our 
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Our good, friend, the . margrave of Ba- 
feuth, is dead. Our friends drop off ont 
by one, and our enemies ſeem to live for 
ever. O how. I dread Berlin, and the 
many friends I (ſhall find miſſing there! 
But I will think of you, and endeavour to 
drive the reſt from my memory. Be aſ- 
ſured that I ſhall feel the greateſt poflible 
pleaſure in telling you . perſonally | with 


what fincere reſpect and Rn I am, 
&c, &c. 
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| | June 2d, 1763. 

My deareſt Mama. 

"YOUR letter, and kind remembrance 
of me, have given me real pleaſure, and T 
eonclude that your health is better than 
it has been. I am informed that you a are 
quite out of danger, and that in a ſhort 
time your recovery will be compleat, © 4: 
In about an hour's time 1 expect my 
ſiſter here, and the idea of mecting ber 


ee 


100 
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- But, my dear mama, you ſhould take 
a air more than you do. Freth air is, 
in your complaint, the moſt effectual me- 
dicine you can uſe; you will find that it 
will give you new ſtrength and ſpirits, and 
in 2 ſhort. time compleatly reſtore you. 
None of your friends can poflibly intereſt 
themſelves more in your recovery than I do; 
you know my heart, it is ſtill the ſame, 
quite formed to love you, and will con- 
tinue to do ſo as long as it beats. Adieu 
my dear mama, take care of your health, 
and do not forget me. 
I I ſhall ſhew your letter to my ſiſter, it 
will give her pleaſure to find that you 
have not forgotten her. Indeed I am ex- 
tremely ſorry, that your abſence leaves a 
chaſm in our happineſs; but yet I am 
convinced that you do better to ſpare your 
ftrength at preſent, and in fact as things 
ſtand, I could not enjoy much of your 
cumpany, were you with us. We are 
here as badly off, as if we were at a diet 
of the holy Roman empire, loſt in a crowd 
of priaces and princeſſes. My illneſs pre- 
vents my partaking of their feaſts and 
8 HE | gaiety. 
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feaſtiog. I can be preſent ovly upon 98 
caſions of particular ceremony, and in 
intermediate time, I endeavour to enjoy 8 
little reſt. "The old baron laughs heartily 
at my lame legs, and runs rages. with" 
prince Frederic. I hobble after them as 
well as I can, limping: on one Fs 205 
clumſily as a tortoiſe; and ſee the rapidity 
of the race, with the feelings of a rde 
at a grand ballet by Dennis. 
Good night, my dear mama. 1 hops! 
to ſee you again when I ſhall have rego- 
vered the uſe of my legs, and am able agen 
climb the ſtaircaſe that leads ta the para- 
diſe in which you dwell, I the ſincereſt 


and oldeſt of your admirers, &c. & 
FREDERTC? 
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LETTER VIII Now 

To the Max avis DAL en 
(Written ſoon after the battle of Leigniz.) - Toy 

My dear Marquis 

F ORMERLY ſuch an affair as dat of "ny F 


15th of Auguſt, would have decided” the 


campaign; but now it has no more effe&* 
X * than 
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than a flight ſkirmiſh. A ſet battle muſt 
decide our fate, and according to preſent” 
appearances, it cannot be long before it 
muſt take place; and if fortune is then 
on our fide, we ſhall have great reaſon to 
rejoice. Much art, and many ſtratagems 
were neceſſary to bring things to this criſis. 
Tell me nothing of danger. The laſt 
battle coſt me a coat and a horſe, and at 
that rate, I think victory was bought 
cheap enough. © 
I have not received the letter you men- 
tion. We are, in regard to correſpondence, 
almoſt entirely blocked up, by the Ruſſians 
on ↄne fide, and by the Auſtrians on the 
other. A ſkirmiſh was neceſſary to open 
the way for Cocceji®, and I hope he will 
now deliver this letter to you ſafely. 
Never in my life have I been fo em- 
barraſſed as in the preſent campaign.— 
Believe me, nothing but a miracle can ex- 
tricate me from the difficulties I ſee before 
me. If ever the event depends upon 
my own perſonal exertions, I ſhall cer- 


* The officer who was entruſted with this letter. 
a tainly 
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tainly do my duty; but, my dear marquis, 
you muſt confider that I cannot pretend 
to any power over fortune, and I find thut 
in all my projects J muſt leave many 
things to chance, as it is often above my 
abilities to lay down any ſolid and certain 
plan. I am now engaged in Herculean 
labours, at the very moment when my 
reſources begin to fail, when my ſtrength 
ſeems to be diminiſhing every day, and (to 
tell the truth) when even hope, the laſt 
comfort of the unfortunate, threatens to 
leave me. Vou, my dear marquis, can- 
not be intimately enough acquainted with 
the ſtate of our affairs, to comprehend 
the innumerable dangers, which at this 
moment hang over the ſtate. 1 ſee, but 
conceal them. My fears I keep to myſelf, 
and communicate to the public nothing 
but my hopes, and the few favourable 
events that come within my knowledge. 
If the ſcheme which I have now in 
contemplation ſucceeds, then, my dear 
marquis, we may have reaſon to put on a 
more chearful countenance. But till we 
are ſure of ſuccels, we muſt not cheriſh 

X'2 tod 
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tao ſanguine hope; or the depreſſion 
occaſioned by diſappointment will be 
double. 

I here lead the life * a ley monk, 
My affairs engroſs many of my thoughts, 
the reſt I devote to the ſtudy of the 
Belles Lettres ; and from theſe I derive as 
much pleaſure and comfort, as did for- 
merly that virtuous conſul, who was the 
father of his country, and of eloquence, 
I ſometimes doubt whether I ſhall ſur- 
vive the preſent war; but ſhould I be fo 
fortunate, I am determined to devote the 
remainder of my days to retirement, and 
peaceably to enjoy the charms of ous 
loſophy and of friendſhip. | 

When our correſpondence becomes lefs 
- dangerous and precarious, I ſhall then be 
extremely obliged to you, to write to me 
more frequently. My houſes in Breſlau 
have been deſtroyed by the late bombard- 
ment. Our enemies grudge us every en- 
- Joyment, even of the common light and 
air; but do what they will, they muſt 
leave us ſame place to go to, and if we 
are there but out of the reach of danger, 
2 pour 
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your company will do more towards mak- 
ing me happy, than any thing that I could 


poſſibly wiſh for. 

But, my dear marquis, what has be- 
come of the peace with France? Your 
_ countrymen are, you fee, not quite ſa 
wiſe as you ſuppoſed them to be. They, 
like fools, ſuffer Canada and Pondicherry 
to be wreſted from them, merely to pleaſe 
the empreſſes of Ruſſia and Germany, 
and Heaven grant, that prince Ferdinand 
may reward their officious zeal, in as, rich 
a meaſure as they deſerve it! But, alas, 


the poor officers and private ſoldiers, 


who are perfectly innocent of all this 
miſchief, will be the only ſufferers, and 
the exalted miſcreants, who ate the cauſe 


of all theſe calamities, will feel none of 


the miſery | occaſioned by their crimes. 

Here you have a few of my ſtraggling 
ideas. J was in a humour to write, but 
I find that unleſs I cloſe, I ſhall both tire 
your patience, and neglect my own af- 
fairs. 


Adieu, my dear marquis, &c. &c. : 
FREDERIC. 


X 3 To 
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G8 3210 Fig 
LETTER IX. 
IO LORD MARSHAL. 


Written after the unfortunate battle of Collin.) 
* THE imperial grenadiers are an 
excellent corps. One hundred companies 
defended an eminence with ſo much bra. 
very; that the flower of my infantry found 
it impoſſible to diſlodge them. Prince 
Ferdinand, who commanded my troops, 
Jed them feven times to the attack, but 
was as often obliged to retire. In the 
firſt attack he made himſelf maſter of 
one of their batteries, but could not 
maintain his poſt. The enemy had the 
advantage of a numerous and well directed 
train of artillery, which did credit to 
general Lichtenſtein, 
1 had not infantry enough. My ca- 
valry was upon the ſpot, but ſtood idle 
during the whole action, excepting one 
attack, which I made with the Gens 
d'armes, 
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d armes, ſupported by a few field pieces, 
but without ſucceſs. Ferdinand marched 
againſt the enemy without firing: they 
did not ſpare their fire. They occupied 
two eminences, - were covered on two 
ſides by their works, and had an aſtoniſh- 
ing train of artillery.” Several of my 
regiments have been cut to pieces. Prince 
Henry did wonders. I tremble for the 
fate of my brothers; their courage car= 
ries them too far into danger. What 1 
am chiefly deficient in, is infant. 
-- Succeſs, my good lord, is apt to give 
us a degree of confidence, which, ſtifles 
the calls of prudence. An army, conſiſt- 
ing of thirty-three battalions, was much 
too ſmall to drive 60,000 men from an 
advantageous poſt. Another, time we muſt 
manage matters better. Fortune was 
againſt us, and iadeed I onght to have 
expected it; fortune is a lady, and you 
know that I am not very gallant. She 
therefore declared herſelf for the gs” * 


a 41 
11 


9 The empreſes of Germany and Ruſla, 
X 4 11 © Th We 
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eine: have the bonour au 

- My : dear ford, wht: FRY you think of 
this formidable confederacy againſt the 
poor Margrave of Brandenburg? How 


would the great Frederic William be 


aſtoniſhed to ſee his grandſon engaged at 
once with the Ruſſians, with almoſt every 
power in Germany, and with one hundred 
thouſand Frenchmen beſides? Whether 
it will be = diſgrece to me to be con- 
quered, I cannot tell; but I am certain 
that it will be no great honour to _— 


mt, Kc. &c. | 5 
Di: v3 TE. . F RE DERI c. 


2s 5 TTER X. 
Kar on de 1a nnn Fovover. 


dt oi thou | Broſlan, Dec. 23, 1758, 

FIR Friend, | 
I HgREwITH fend you, what in theſe 
times of diſtreſs you may perhaps ſtand 
in heed of; it is tbe widow's mite, and 
I with 


% 
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I wiſh you to accept it with the ſame 
| kindneſs and good=will, with which 1 
preſent it. I likewife fend you a few 
abſervations, which I have collected and 
put to paper, and which are the only 
advantage I have reaped from my laſt 
campaign. According to appearances, we 
ſhall not be moleſted in our winter 
quarters; the enemy does not ſeem in- 
clined to diſturb us; prince Ferdinand 
will, I am afraid, find himſelf leſs quietly 
ſituated. But let us not draw the veil 
with which the kind hand of Providence 
has concealed futurity from our view; 


we will rather return to what is preſent. 


and certain, and nothing can be more fo, 
than the fincere regard and friendſhip 
which I feel for you, and which as long 
as I. live: will continue unabated. God 
preſerve you, &c. &c. | 


FREDERIC. 


Ozcr2- 


A— 
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OssxRvATIONs upon the preſent Mode 
of carrying on the War, and upon ſome 

- Alterations which may be introduced 
into it *. | 


OF what uſe is the life of man, if 
it is merely the life of a vegetable? For 
what purpoſe do we live, if it is only to 
load our memories with the events that 
come within our knowledge? In a word, 
of what uſe is experience, if not directed 
and rendered uſeful by obſervation? Ve- 
getius fays, ** that in war we muſt ſtudy, 
and in peace reduce our obſervations into 
ſyſtem ;” and this aſſertion is founded in 
truth. * | 


* Theſe obſervations contain a complete treatiſe 
on the mode of carrying on the 'war againſt the 
Auſtrians. From ſuch 'a general as the king of 
Pruſſia, nothing upon this ſubject could be expected, 
but what is full of genius and truth; and profeſſional 
men are agreed in thinking this treatiſe the moſt 
excellent and complete, that could have been written 
upon it. But as it contains matters entirely pro- 
feſſional, and in a great meaſure topical, the intro- 
duction is here only inſerted, 


The 
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The faculty of thinking, or to expreſs 
myſelf more properly, the faculty of com- 
bining ideas, is what diſtinguiſhes a man 
from a beaſt. Had a mule ſerved. under 
prince Eugene in ten campaigns, he would 
have acquired very little knowledge of 
tactics; and to the diſgrace of our own 
ſpecies be it ſaid, that in point of dulneſs 
and ſtupidity, many an old experienced 
officer may fairly vie with any mule. 
To go on in the old trammels of the 
ſervice, to take care that the horſes and 
their own bellies are filled, to eat when 
every body elſe eats, and to fight when 
other people fight; this is what is uſually 
meant by the common phraſe, ſuch 
„ an officer has ſeen much ſervice, and 
2 gromn grey in the field of ho- 
% nur.“ 

Hence the great ape of officers 
who are grown old and ruſty in medio- 
crity, who neither know nor care to know, 
how it happened that on one occaſion | 
they were beaten, or by what means or 
accident they gained the victory on another. 

| And 
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And yet this is a conſideration: bf great 
importance. Rei 

The ſevere but ſenſible, and well. 
founded criticiſms of Feuquiere, upon 
the military ſyſtem of his day, have 
marked the path upon which we muſt 
proceed to ſcience and practical know. 
ledge. Since the time in which he wrote, 
war has become a more complicated ſyſ- 


tem: new arts of murder have been in- 


vented, and the difficulties connected with 
it have increaſed, It is therefore neceſſary 
to ſtudy theſe difficulties ; to examine 
with care the general ſyſtem of the enemy; 
and thereby enable ourſelves to find out 
means to elude, or to render their ſchemes 
abortive. | | 
- IT ſhall not detain. your attention by 
dwelling upon thoſe ſchemes of our ene- 
mies, that are founded upon the number 
and the ſtrength of their allies, which 
would -be ſufficient not only to cruſh the 
king of Pruſſia, but any other ſingle, un- 
aſſiſted ſtate in Europe. Nor need I make 
you attentive to the maxims they ſo evi- 
dently have adopted; to divert our ex- 
| pectations 
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pectations or fears to ſome particular ſide, 
and then endeavour to execute ſome capital 
ſtroke, in a part where they dread no re- 
ſtance; to keep on the defenſive, where 
they find an army able to cope with 
them; and to exert all their powers, 
where they ſee us weak or inferior in 
number. FEELS 

It would likewiſe be unneceſſary to 
explain to you the methods, by which 
I have endeavoured to oppoſe this mighty 
Coloſius, which threatened to cruſh me 
at once. The groſs errors of my ene- 
mies; their indolence, by which the 
activity of my exertions was rendered 
effective; their neglect, in not purſuing 
the advantages they gained, or which 
fortune threw in their way ; all this en- 
ſured ſucceſs to my plans, and they can- 
not therefore be quoted as precepts which 
in every caſe may be adopted without 
exception. 

Neceſſity, which knows no law, has 
often obliged me to truſt events of great 
importance to chance. But the conduct 


of a ſeaman, who toſſed by the fury of 
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the tempeſt, and the violence of the 
waves, quits the uſeleſs rudder, and finds 
his compaſs of no avail, can never, if he 
eſcapes, be conſidered as a guide for the 
preſervation of others. | 

In regard to our particular caſe, every 
thing depends upon our underſtanding 
clearly the ſyſtem which the Auſtrians 
have followed in the preſent war. 1 
confine my ' obſervations to them alone, 
as they, of all my numerous enemies, 
have, in compariſon with the reſt, brought 
the art of war to the greateſt, and moſt 
7 {yſtematic perfection. The French I paſs 
over in ſilence (notwithſtanding they have 
conſiderable merit) as their levity and in- 
conſiderate conduct dail; y deprives them of 
the conſiderable advantages, which their 
ſcientific knowledge and their ingenuity 
might gain them. As for the Ruſſians, 
they are as entirely void of ſyſtem, as 
they are of cultivation and humanity ; 
and are therefore not worth taking into 
conſideration ** * *. 


/ Anſwer 


7 
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Anſwer from General de la Morrr 
 Fovquer, | 
Sire, 

IF you recall to your memory the many 
favours you have already. conferred upon 
me, you will find, that they have far 
exceeded my moſt ſanguine wiſhes and 
deſerts. To all theſe favours, your ma- 
jeſty has added a preſent of two thouſand 
dollars. With the moſt humble gratitude 
J accept of it, and ſhall endeavour to em- 
ploy it for the benefit of your majeſty's 
ſervice. To judge of your riches by 
your generoſity, they muſt be inexhauſti- 
ble; and at this preſent time, I parti- 
cularly congratulate your majeſty for them. 
I am, &c. &c. 

De la MorrE Foveuegr, 


LET TI AL 
From the KING to the fame. 


My dear Friend, 
I AM not ſo rich as you imagine; but 
by much thought and contrivance I have 


managed 
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managed my finances ſo, that 1 am in 
poſſeſſion of the ſum neceffary to defray 
the expences of the enſuing campaign; 
and between this and the end of Fe- 
bruary, every expence hitherto incurred 
will be paid. I have ſhared the ſurplus 
with you, and a few other friends, and 
now you may compare me with more 
juſtice to Irus, than to Crœſus. 

J am much indebted to you for your 
anſwer to the obſervations which I ſent 
you. I am exactly of your opinion, but 
we muſt take care that our ideas do not get 
abroad. The Turks begin to put them- 
ſelves into motion, and I think they will 
ſoon do fomething deciſive. The king of 
Spain lies on his death-bed. All this will 
cut out new work for the baſe conſpirators, 
who have combined to ruin me. If the 
gentlemen without hats “ direct their mo- 
tions againſt the Barbarians , the whole 
hord will ſooh vaniſh, and Sweden will 
likewife be taken off, If they attack my 


be Turks. + The Ruſſians. 


impudent 
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impudent neighbours *, they may find it 
difficult to defend themſelves at the fame 
time againſt the circumciſed, and againſt 
me; and if the king of Spain ſhould die, 
the flames of war will immediately break 
cout in Italy, and our fooliſh and inconſi- 
derate countrymen will then find great 
reaſon to curſe the pride and atnbition of 
their tyrants, 

This precarious ſtate of affairs, prevents 
me at preſent from forming any certain 
plan of operations. Time alone can diſ- 
cover what will be the event, and what 
meaſures my enemies will purſue, in caſe 
any of theſe circumſtances ſhould take 
| place ; till then, we ſhall not be able to de- 
termine what ſteps we ought in prudence 
to take. 

Adieu, my dear friend, I wiſh you 
health and happineſs throughout the new 
year, Be aſſured of my affection and 
friendſhip, which as long as I live will 
continue unabated, &c. &c, 

FREDERIC, 


* The Auſtrians, 
Y LETTER 
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LETTER XII. 
bo the ſine. 
Polite, the 30 —— 1759. 


| * {as niet _ riend, 

I Hav had an idea, which I will 
communicate to you, juſt as I have con- 
"ceived it in my brain, and oper we 
"_ find it practicable. 

Vou ſee what a large body of the ene- 

wy s troops at preſent preſs upon me, 

and what an immenſe army they are 
collecting upon one ſpot. It is now 
too early in the year, and the weather 
is too unfavourable for them to attempt 
any thing againſt me; and J could there- 
fore wiſh to make uſe of the intermediate 
time, in order to fruſtrate, by ſome means 
or other, their plan of operations# Here, 
where I am, I can do nothing. I might 
indeed diflodge them from their advanced 
poſts, and preſs forward to a certain diſ- 
tance ; but I cannot deſtroy any of their 
: magazines, 
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magazines, or effect any thing deciſive. 
I have therefore thought that ſomething 
perhaps might be done in Upper Sileſia. 
We might perhaps ſucceed in deſtroying 
their magazines in Troppau or Hof. Upon 
this ſcheme, I ſhould be obliged to you . 
for your opinion. Your corps conſiſts of 
fifteen battalions of infantry,” and I can 
ſpare you ſix or feven regiments of horſe. 
Let me know what you think of this 
plan as ſoon as poſſible, as you are better 
acquainted with the ſtrength and poſition 
of the Auſtrians in that quarter than I am. 
If we ſucceed, we ſhall gain at leaſt three 


or four months time, which is a material 


object; and beſides, we ſhould revenge 
certain diſgraceful occurrences, which ſtill 
gall, my mind. Your anſwer. will deter- 
mine me as to the meaſures: I ſhall take; 


and you may form your reſolution, and 


put it. into practice, in a very ſhort time“. 


Adieu, &c. &c. Bio IC 
Arai | FRED ERIC. 


LET. 


This ſcheme in a great meaſure ſucceeded, and 


| gave the Pruſſian army the advantage for the whole 


1 campaign. 
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n ren, 
To the ſame. | 
;\ | Reichhennerſdorf, June 6th, 1789. 


1 Hax received your report of the 
ſixth, and approve upon the whole of the 
meaſures you have taken. If the enemy 
ſcems determined to do his utmoſt, you 
muſt collect all your forces; and with the 
troops under your command, and thoſe of 
general Bülow, you are certainly able to 
attack any one diviſion of the Auſtrian 
army, or at leaſt to harraſs them conſi- 
derably. But unleſs you keep your forces 
together, you cannot act with any degree 
of vigour. 

N campaign. Tr have inſerted this, and the 1 
letters, from a great number of ſimilar ones to the 
fame general; the characteriſtic of all which are, an 
unremitting attention to the plan he had formed; x 
very conſiderable knowledge of the ſchemes, and 
motions of the enemy; a minute attention to 


every advantageous or unfavourable circumſtance; 
and an uncommon degree of A * 2k In 


and condeſcenſion. | ft 
"MW The 


* 
.*. * 
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The Ruſſians cannot arrive in Silefia 
before the twelfth, thirteenth, or four- 
teenth. General Duun means to put him- 
ſelf in motion at the fame inſtant. Hi- 
therto he has remained totally inactive. 
Not even a patrole has paſſed the frontier. 
Yeſterday his right wing was poſted at 

Jaromirz, and his left at Schurz. I im- 
patiently await his firſt movements, from 
which I ſhall be able to judge of his plan, 
J will then let you know, with a greater 
degree of certainty, in what manner you 
have to act; but while he fits quiet, 1 a 
cannot give you any determined orders. 
You muſt have patience a little longer 1 
and you may in the mean time ſpread a 
report, that I mean to join you with a 
corps of infantry; that I then mean to 
paſs the Neiſs at Camentz, or Patſchkow 
(or any other place you like better) and 
to attack Delville in his camp in thoſe 
parts; and when you find this believed, 
you muſt ſpread another rumour, that you 
mean to poſt yourſelf in the neighbour- 
hood of Glatz, and this will diſturb their 
. quiet in that quarter. Preſently you may 
Y 3 dtraw 
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draw their attention to Silberberg. and do 
as if you intended to march to Neurode; 
and ſoon after that, give out that you 
are marching to Breſlau, to oppoſe the 
Ruſſians; in ſhort, do every thing in 
your power to puzzle them, and to keep 
them ſtaring fifty different ways at once. 
But the main ſtroke muſt be now ſoon 
at hand, and in five or fix days their plan 
muſt be diſcovered, But whenever you 
find that ſomething to the purpoſe may 
be done, I beg of you, for God's ſake, 
not to detach any part of your troops, 
but keep together all your forces; by 
which I mean, twenty-one battalions of 
infantry; the free corps of Liideriz, twenty- 
fve ſquadrons of cuiraſſiers and dragoons, 
and ſixteen ſquadrons of huſſars. You 
know my ideas. It is impoſſible to tell 
you every thing before hand; but as ſoon 
as the enemy makes the leaſt motion, by 
which I may gueſs his deſign, 1 ſhall be 
able to give you more determined orders, 
If the main body of the army is poſted, 
againſt me, you may certainly cope with 
r detachment they can ſend againſt you, 
2 | if 
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if you have but bread ſufficient for ten 
days; and in caſe of neceſſity, the hotſe 


may forage. But ſhould the enemy only 


make a feint, and draw the bulk of his 
army towards Friedland, I ſhall imme 
diately follow him, not to- diſpute the 
paſs with him, but to cut him off from 
Bohemia; by which meaſure he will be 
obliged, either to attack me with great 
diſadvantage to himſelf, or to ſeek the 
open country and join Delville, in order 
to procure proviſions. In the firſt caſe 
you may, by taking a proper circuit, fall 
upon his flank or rear, whilſt:I am en- 
gaged with him in the front; in the 
other, you muſt harraſs him as much as 
poſſible in his march, and we ſhall. be 
able to attack his rear-guard, as ſoon as he 
leaves the mountains. Vou might like- 
wiſe ſpoil the roads between Silberberg 
and Neurode, by filling them with trees 
and buſhes, to prevent them from in- 
truding themſelyes upon us in that quar- 
ter, as they would find it impoſſible to 
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get their artillery along, without ee 


(1007 hf on never ſtir ###*F, 
| , eee 
* de 
Lz T TER XIV. 
1 
My dear Friend, 


eee a loſs to tell you, what 
wee have to expect at preſent. As long as 
the enemy remains in his preſent ſtate of 
inactivity, it is impoſſible to gueſs bis 
deſigns. 80 much I think I can plainly 
ſee, that the chief plan he wiſhes; to ac- 
Glatz. I can gueſs at the meafures he 
means to take in order to effect this pur- 
poſe; but theſe may be ſo different, that 
I am perhaps widely miſtaken. It will 
be.: difficult to get out of this ſtate of 
we 0% till his | mighty excellence & con- 
deſcends 


8 General Daus, to whom the king of Pruffa 
gave a number of whimſical names. He had re- 
; | ceived 
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deſcends to throw ſome light upon the 
fubjet. I wait with much impatience 
to ſee of what this conſecrated creature, 
who ſeems pregnant with ſomething im- 
portant, will be delivered. We are in 
this quarter all attention: we ftand and 
prick up our ears, like ſo many grey- 
hounds, ready to ſeize the game as ſoon as 
it ſtarts. 

I have a great number of unſatisfactory 
reports, and a whole lift of alehouſe news, 
concerning the enemy's army, with which 
I will not trouble you; but as ſoon ag'I 
hear any thing like truth, you may rely 
upon my acquainting you with it. 
Fermor * is coming forward with all 
the ſolemnity of ſome learned head of 2 
college, with a troop of pedants at his 
heels; who knows, but every thing de- 
r e his motions? But „ 


1 


cata: the W pope, ORE by a 
conſecrated hat and fword, as a teſtimony of the ſatiſ- 
faction of his holineſs with his exploits againſt the 
heretics ; to which circumſtance the king frequently 
alludes in the names he gives him, 
An Auftrian general. 

will 
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will ſoon oblige us to find: ſome means of 
extricating ourſelves from theſe difficul- 
ties; and as I know that you are exactly 
of my opinion in regard to the ſituation of 
our affairs, I can give you no new orders 
or advice. I am, &c. Nu 
FRE D ERIC. 


LETTER XV. 
To the Mazaurs D* ALEMBERT. 


(Written 4 a heavy fit of inet in which his life 
was deſpaired of.) 


THIS time, my dear T Alemben, 1 
have been luck iet than I expected; and if 
you have till a regard for me, you will be 
glad of my narrow eſcape from death. 
The gout made fourteen violent attacks 
upon my life; and much fortitude, and 
a good conſtitution was neceſſary, to bear 
up againſt ſo much pain : but now I am 
once more alive, I hope to devote the 
ſhort remainder of my days, to my coun- 
try, to my Re, and perhaps a ſmall 

portion 
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portion of them to the muſes: for I 
muſt confeſs, that the immenſe quantities 
of traſh you have lately ſent me from 
France, have entirely ſpoiled my taſte for 
reading. I am an old man, and it does 
not ſuit my years, to trifle away my time 
with theſe French coxcombs. I. love 
ſolid learning; and could I recall the 
days that are paſt, and be young again, I 
ſhould certainly apoſtate from French. 
literature, and fide with the Engliſh and 
German authors. 

My dear d'Alembert, I have 4ived to 
. ſee many ſtrange events; I have lived' to 
ſee the ſoldiers of the pope wear my uni- 
form; the jeſuits chooſe me for their 
general; and Voltaire write like an old 
woman. 8 

News, I have none to. tell, you, A. 
philoſopher like you cares little for poli- 
tics, and the members of my academy are 
grown too old, to o produce much that is 
new. | | 
I have once more taken the field 111 | 
the law-ſuits; and could I, before I leave 
this world, deſtroy that cruel, many- 

s headed 
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headed monſter, I confeſs I ſhould feet 
more pride and ſatisfaction than ever "_ 
| feus can have felt. 20 0 
Lou, my dear d' Alembert, have an ex- 
cellent king, to which I heartily con- 
gratulate you. A king that is wiſe and 
virtuous, is more feared than one that is 
brave. Ae 
Next ſpring I hope to ſee you with me, 

and am, &c. &c, 


FRED ERIC. 


% 4 5 
- _ * 
& . 


17 7 L ik > FE gd ver 3 
„ bobo TEN AVI. 
* 


To STANISLAUS, Kino of Pol aun? * 


2388 YOUR majeſty muſt conſider, 
that as your crown has been conferred 
upon you, not by inheritance, 'but by 
the ee of Your ny the works 


* This letter was written in the year 1764, upon 
the acceſſion of Staniſlaus to the crown of Poland. 
It was penned by the king's own hand, and probably 
differed very materially from any other letters Sta- 
nĩſlaus received upon the occaſion, 


will 
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will be more ſcrupulouſly attentive to 
your actions, than to thoſe of any other 
prince in Europe; and this is no more 
than juſt. As in the firſt caſe, power 
proceeds merely from an accidental family 
connection, no more is expected (though 
much more were to be wiſhed) from ſuch 
a prince, than what might fall to the lot 
of any other common man. But from a 
prince, who by the voice of his equals 
has been advanced from the rank of a 
ſubject to that of a monarch, who has 
been freely choſen to govern thoſe who 
conferred the government upon him, from 
ſuch a prince every thing is expected that 
can add luſtre and dignity to a crown... | 

Gratitude to his people is the firſt vir- 
tue of ſuch a king; for, next to Provi- 
dence, he owes to them his dignity. An 
hereditary monarch, whoſe acts diſgrace. 
his. ſtation, is merely a libel upon hims 
ſelf; but a monarch, elected by the ſuf- 
frages of his ſubjects, ſullies, by every 
unworthy action, the ww x of His” 
PR equally with his own. | 
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© Your majeſty will forgive my warmth, 
as it is the effect of the ſincereſt regard. 
The amiable part of the picture is more 
- prophetic of what you will be through- 
out your reign, than inſtruftive of What 
berg _—_—_— * I am, &c. &c. 
FRED BRIC. 


4 


_—_ TT » niet 3+ , "VII | 
a n . 
« * 1 « 10 , 
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u To toe ſame. 
My dear Brother, 

'T TuAxk you ſincerely for the offer * 
vou have made, and would accept it with 
the greateſt pleaſure, as I am ſure that 
every thing that is undertaken under the 
aufpices of your majeſty, muſt be crowned 
with ſucceſs: but not every one has the 
ſame inclination for peace, that I have, 
The courts of Vienna and Peterſburgh 
have, in a very. ſtrange and peremptory 


®* Staniſlaus had offered his reſidence, (Nancy,) for 
yegotiating a _ uh between the belligerent 


powers. 
manner, 
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manner, rejected the propoſals made by 
the king of England, and they will pro- 
bably ſucceed in perſuading France to 
continue the war, which they flatter them- 
ſelves cannot but be ſucceſsful. They 
alone therefore have to anſwer for all the 
innocent blood which may ſtill be ſhed. 
If every prince were as attentive as your 


majeſty to the voice of humanity and juſ- 
tice, the world would ſoon ceaſe to be a 
ſcene of deſtruction, fire, and murder. 

I am, with ſentiments of the greateſt 
reſpect, and finc2reft friendſhip, 

Your majeſty's loving btother, 
FREDERIC. 
51 32 


bk "If „ 


Nis 


LETTER XVIII. 


—_— 


To the late EMPRESS of GERMANY, 
MARIA THERESA. 


Ho... £4 


(Written after the bloody Battle and Vigo at 
Leuthen.) 


* YOUR majeſty at firſt gained ſome 
advantages in Sileſia, but they were of no 


long 
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long duration. I ſhudder when I recollect 
the horror of the laſt battle, and the 
ſtreams of innocent blood ſhed there. I 
have made good uſe of my victory, have 
taken Breſlau, and hope ſoon to be again 
maſter of Schweidniz; and I ſhall then be 
able to carry my arms into the heart of 
Bohemia and Moravia. I wiſh you may con- 
ider this, and that it may open your eyes 
in regard to thoſe upon whom you place 
your confidence. Vou will then be con- 
vinced, that by the meaſures you hive 
taken, your country mut be ruined, the 
guilt of having ſpilt ſo much innocent 
blood will fall upon vou, and you will 
find that you are not able to vanquiſh one, 
whoſe friendſhip, had you accepted it, 
(as he is already your near relation) might 
| have enabled you to give the law to 
Europe. 1. write this from the ſincereſt 
motives, and hope it will make an im- 
preſſion upon you; but if you rather 
chooſe to puſh, matters to an extremity, I 
ſhall certainly not neglet to exert the 
utmoſt of my power. If your allies give 
you that aſſiſtance which they in duty 
| 2 . ought, 
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oupht, my ruin is inevitable; but it will 
be ſome ſatisfaction to me, to think that 1 
endeavoured to preſerve an elector from 
deſtruction; that I have refuſed to add to 
the power of the houſe of Bourbon; and 
that I have at once ſucceſsfully defended 
myſelf againſt two empreſſes and three 
kings, * * 

FRED ERIC. 


—  __ 
LETTER XIX. 


To ſome of the ConreperATE NoBLE- 
MEN of PoLAnD.* 


I cannor comprehend in what the 
imminent danger conſiſts, by which the 
Roman catholic religion is faid to be 


* This letter is an anſwer to an apology ſent by 
ſome of the Confederates, for the great exceſſes they 
had committed on the Pruffian frontiers, in which 
they endeavoured to excuſe themſelves by laying the 
blame upon their religious zeal, a quality which has 
always been, but was then particularly pernicious to 
thoſe who happened to fall in its way. 


2 threat - 
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threatened in Poland, and which has pro- 
duced ſuch heavy complaints on part of 
the Roman catholics of that kingdom. In 
what can this danger originate? Is it not 
the eſtabliſhed religion of the country 
even by that law, Which ſeems to be the 
ground of the complaint? Are there not 
in that very law, many points that are by 
far more favourable to the Roman catho- 
lics than to the diſſidents ? Are not the 
latter at liberty to become Roman catho- 
lies Whenever they pleaſe, and are not the 
Roman catholics prohibited, on pain of 
forfeiting all their privileges, from for- 
faking their, church? It is evident that 
the king of Poland, far from having f in- 
fringed upon the laws of the country, has 
done every thing in his power, to keep 
them in force. He has reſtored to many 
of his ſubjects, the rights wreſted from 


The reſolutions of the Poliſh Diets, and the laws 
enacted by them, are called Conſtitutions, which is 
the word uſed in the original. ; 


+ Diſſident, is the common name in Poland for 
every perſon who is not a Roman Catholic, 


them 
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them by violence and oppreſſion. The 
empreſs. of Ruſſia, actuated by the ſame: 
motives of - juſtice and humanity, and as 
guarantee of the eſtabliſhed laws and cons 
ſtitution of Poland, has herein given het 
aſſiſtance. Neither the "empreſs nor the 
king have had the leaſt idea of depriving 
the Roman catholic religion of any of her 
privileges, but what they have done, has 
evidently proceeded from true patriotiſm. 

Not only theſe princes, but every en- 
lightened country in Europe, muſt. abhor 
the exceſſes which have been lately com- 
mitted by the blind zeal of ſome of the 
| Poles, who have laid waſte . country 
with fire and ſword. | 
Nothing can be more contrary to the 
whole tenor of Chriſtianity than the ſheds 
ding of innocent blood. Chriſtianity ab. 
hors violence, and is only animated by 
the ſpirit of toleration. The firſt Chriſ- 
tians were the moſt peaceable people that 
had ever appeared in the world. They 
pitied the heretics and endeavoured to 
convert, but never perſecuted them; and 
Z 2 Chriſtians, 
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Chriſtians, though of the Roman church, 
ſhould. not grudge their fellow Chriſtians, 
of any other denomination, the free exer- 
ciſe of that religion, the eſſential artieles 
of which are common to both. i 
But what grievances, have th Poliſh. 
Roman catholics. to complain of? Are 
they afraid, that the few privileges granted 
to the diſſidents by the late laws, will 
ever enable them to lift up their heads, 
and that the members of the eſtabliſhed 
church, who have ſecured to thetoſelves 
the execution of the laws, and the po- 
ſeſſion of all power in the country, will! 
ever be perſecuted by the diſſidents, in 
any degree equal to what that f unfortunate 


people now. ſuffer? Have any of their 


churches been ſhut up? Have their 
images been deſtroyed? Hath any Pole been 
forced to change his religion? No violence 
of this kind has at leaſt reached my ears, 
and their complaints ſeem renin : 
any fingle fact. 

I. would, therefore aivie you; as your 
ae is oma any eneroachment, 

bas” + to 
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to turn your thoughts to what is your” 
duty as fellow- citizens, and countrymem 
of thoſe Poles, who are born to the ſame 
rights and liberty with yourſelves, and not 
to think them unworthy of enjoying thoſe 
poſts of honour and profit, to which their 


right ſeems as well grounded, and as an- 
cient as your own. And after all, what 
have the abilities, neceffary to fill an im- 
portant poſt with honour and credit, to 
do with the encouragement or deſtruction , 
of the Roman catholic religion? 


4 4 


England and Holland are not Roman | 


catholic countries; and yet the members 
of that, of the Greek chutch, and of 4 


hundred other ſects, have full liberty there 
to follow their own opinions, and to ſerve | 


God in their own way. 


. 
— 


You cannot be ſurpriſed that I, Who 
profeſs the moſt extenſive toleration, ſhould 


think the arguments in favour of perſecu- 


tion very fallacious. I much with to ſee 


your country bleſt with peace and har- 
mony; but above all things I wiſh that 


yo may diſcern between thoſe friends 
who, 


— ů — — 
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who, by giving you ſuch advice, aim at 
your true welfare; and thoſe who deceive 
you, and by blowing up the fire of diſ- 
cord and rebellion, endeavour to involve 
you in the deepeſt calamities. 

x Set "FREDERIC. 
Now. 10, 1769. t. 
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er 4 read Frederic II. inſtead of PLAN 
* The Note. The diviſion of the electorate of 
Brandenburg into three provinces, is not cor- 
rect. The two principal diviſions of Bran- 
denburg are, Churmark and Newmark. Chur- 
mark is ſubdivided into Mittelmark, Won 
mark, Altmark and Priegnitz. | 
72. Line 12. read reckoned, inſtead n 
89. Laſt line, read of hunger, inſtead of, for hunger. 
109. Laſt line but one, read chaplains, inſtead of 
_ Chaplain. 
133. The Note. The reaſon why the poſt gives way 
| to a dung cart, or rather waggon, is partly a 
re ſpect paid to ſo uſeful a machine in agricul- 
ture, and partly lies in the difficulty of turn- 
ing them when laden. They are very narrow, 
and the manure is commonly piled up in them 
to ſuch a height, that to turn them ſhort in a 
deep German road, would be infallibly to over- 
turn them, i 
193. The Note. It was found impoſſible to inſert 
the article alluded to, in the 53d Number of 
the Annals of Agriculture, publiſhed in June, 
but it will appear in Number 54, now in the 
preſs. Vide Anſwers to Queſtions concern- 
ing Sileſian ¶Qconomy, by Baron von Heit- 
hauſen, Lord of Crauſche, &c. &c. 
219. Line 11, read Luſatia inſtead of Luſtatia. 
305. Line 15, read I am the ſincereſt, inſtead of I the 
ſincereſt, 
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